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Biblical Interpretation—New Testament Epistles

The following section is a modification Bfart Three: The Steps of Exegedsmund in pages 75-
125 andAppendix A: The Different Types of Relationshigsages 315-321, adapted from Bennie
Wolvaardt,How to Interpret the Bible—A Do-It-Yourself Manual.

|. Three types of meaning indicators

A. Persons, things, events, and attributes (charactestics which describe these
things) (HTIB, pp. 99-102)

1. Persons-God, Christ, the Holy Spirit, Paul, Timothy, Epaa$, the Colossians, brother,
apostle, servant, saints, enemies, etc.

(1) 1 Paul, an apostle of ‘i?;us Christ “Paul” and “apostle” have the same symbol

because they are the same person. “Timothy”
and “brother” is the same person. “our” refefs
to Paul and the Colossians. “Jesus Christ”
and “God” are both God but are distinct

: persons of the God-head, thus they receive
(3) and Tlmothwr brother, different svmbols

(2) by the will of God,
N\

2. Things—will, thanks, prayers, heaven, word, truth, faftijt, world, manner, knowledge,
might, power, inheritance, darkness, body, chuleleds, forgiveness, thrones, authorities,
redemption, wisdom, understanding, religion, degrpéanciples, growth, worship, substance,
festival, etc.

(4) 2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ (8ho areat Colossae:
(6) Grace to you and peace from God our Father.

o

(7) 3 We give thanks to God,

X

(8) the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, (9) imagualways for you(10) “since we heard
(11) of your faith in Christ Jesus
[\

“which” refers to the word “love”
(12) and the love which you have for all the sgint (the antecedent of “which” is

“hope”)

(13) ®because of the hope laid up for you in heaven,

%

(14) of which you previously heard «,nich” refers to “hope”

“the word of truth” is the
(15) in the word of truth, the gosp&livhich has come to you, gospel”. “which” also refers

to the gospel.
0 O
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(16) just as in all the world also

(17) itis constantly bearing fruit and increasing

(18) even a# has been doing you also

(19) since the day you heastlit

O

(20) and understood the grace of God in truth;

(21) 'just as you learneid from Epaphras, (22) our

(23) who is a faithful servant of Christ on ouhb#,
(24) ®and he also informed us of your love in the S

New Testament Epistles

beloved fellow bond-setvan

pirit.

3. Events—these can be in the form wérbs (reconciled, present, filled, walk, proclaimed,
rescued, transferred, bestowed, manifested, beftingincreasing, praying, heard, submit, died,

supplied and held together, taking his stand, ti&hg,

having triumphed, having forgiven,

raised, having been buried, have been made compktey built up, established, instructed,

rejoicing, hidden, may be encouraged, striving,)etc

Now let’s look at the same passage, also givingosato theesvents We will use arrows.

(7) 3 We give thanks to God,
—_—

(8) the Father of our Lord Jesus Chrig

“give thanks”, “praying”, “heard” are events in
the form of verbs. All of these events have “wj
(namely, Paul and Timothy) as the subject. Th

[ LS

(9) praying always for you, are marked
—

(11) of your faith in Christ Jesus

for present tense or a backward arroe———
@) for past tense. The arrow points in the directign
(10) *since we heard of the time of the action. The present tense refers

D to continuous action.

with a forward arrom————

(12) and the love which you have for all the sgint
—>

(13) ®because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, | the verb is passive. “Hope” doe
<—

(14) of which you previously heard
4_

(15) in the word of truth, the gosp&ivhich has come
4—

The event (or verb) “laid up” hag
“hope” for its subject. However,

Uy

not “lay up” itself. God is the
implied actor who lays up this
hope.

to you,

(16) just as in all the world also
(17) itis constantly bearing fruit and increasing

e

(18) even ag has been doing you also
>

(19) since the day you heastlit

The event verbs, “has come”, “is ...bearin
fruit and increasing” and “has been doing
(implied in the text) have “the word of
truth” or “the gospel” as their subject. “hag
been doing” is equal to “constantly bearin
fruit and increasing”, therefore, there is a
equal symbol between theml

g

1S
g9

3
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(20) and understood the grace of God in truth;
4—

(21) "just as you learnedt from Epaphras,
4—

(22) our beloved fellow bond-servant,

New Testament Epistles

“heard”, “understood” and “learned” are
past tense; therefore, a backward arroy
points in the direction of action which
has previously taken place.

(23) who is a faithful servant of Christ orr @ehalf,
_>

(24) ®and he also informed us of your love in the Spirit.
4—

4. Attributes, characteristics, descriptions—describe persons or things (e.g. blameless,
beloved, holy, faithful, strengthened, visible,isille, riches, glory, fullpersuasive, good, firmly,

empty, elementary, complete, made without handss,diostile, inflated, self-made, etc.)

(4) 2To the saints andgthful brethren in Christ

(12) and the love which you have for all the &gin

()

(16) just as in all the world also

(22) our beloved fellow bond-servant,

AR

(23) who is a faithful servant of Christ on ouhb#,

The attribute, “faithful”, has the same
shapeas “faith” (Line 11) since it has
a related meaning. The same goes
“beloved” since it is related in
meaning to “love”. | have shaded
these words to distinguish between §
thing (love, faith) and an attribute

describing a thing (beloved, faithful).

All of the persons, things, events (verbs), or atiioutes are linked together by the author to
develop his theme. They are the “indicators” of m@ning—meaning indicators.

Let's now mark all the indicators we have learrtaabtfar.

Colossians 1: 1-20

(1) 1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ

O O
(2) by the will of God,

(3) and Timothy our brother,
O O

(4) 2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ

o B0 <

(5) who areat Colossae:

(6) Grace to you and peace from God our Father.

o 05 O Am A

(7) 3 We give thanks to God,
7 X A\
(8) the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
y 4
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—

(9) praying always for éou,

(10) ®since we heard
LT+

(11) of your faith in Christ Jesus
[

(12) and the love which you have for all the sgint

O 4T () &

(13) ®because of the hope laid up for you in heaven,

| ©— ¢ IF
(14) of which you previously heard

+—

(15) in the word of truth, the gosp&ihich has come to you,
0 B0 < 4
(16) just as in all the world also

()

(17) it is constantly bearing fruit and incsem,
D —> E— o
(18) even a# has been doing you also
O >
(19) since the day you heandlit
4__

(20) and understood the grace of God in truth;
<—

AN

7. .
(21) "just as you learneitl from E%hras,
(22) our beloved fellow bond-servant,

~ QiR O

(23) who is a faithful servant of Christ orr taehalf,
o LA © = O
(24) ®and he also informed us of your love in the Spirit.
O 4O
(25) 9 For this reason also,
)
(26) since the day we heaotlit,

L )
(27) we have not ceased to pray for you
LT >

(28) and to ask that you may be filled
—

(29) with the knowledge of His will

B Ar
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(30) in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,

(31) '°so’that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Hor

o —— 0 <

(32) to pleasélimin all respects, “will walk’, “to please”, *bearing’,
’ + [ ] } “increasing”, are all verbs which are
potential, not actual. That is, Paul is
(833) bearing fruit in every good work exhorting them to walk in such a mannefr
— e [ ] <> from this point and into the future that
? } they will be pleasing to the Lord, bearing

fruit and increasing. They are doing thig

(34) and increasing in the knowledge of God now, but He wants them to continue this

1 * _ AN activity into the future. Therefore | have
(35) ““strengthened with all power, used the future verb symbeb——
()

(36) according to His glorious might,
AT
(37) for the attaining of all steadfastness arttepeae;
[ ] 1] 1]
(38) joyously*?giving thanks to the Father,

(39) who has qualified us to share in the inheaéa

A\ ~—
(40) of the saints in Light.
T
(41) **For He rescued us from the domain of darkness,
4_
AN ~ A E -

(42) and transferred us to the kingdom of His betbSon,
) - |—I VAN

(43) **in whom we have redemption, the forglveness of sins

- 0 Mm

(44) 15 He _is the image of the invisible God,
A\ A AN

(45) the firstborn of all creation.
()] v

(46) **For by Him all]things were created,
\®/5
(47) bothin the hgens and on earth,

D
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(48) visible and invisible,

(49) whether thrones or dominions or rulers oharities—

h h h h

(50) all things have been created
[ ] \©/2
(51) through Him and for Him.

(52) '"He is before all things,
== () @

(53) and in Him all things hold together.

(54) ®He is aﬁsl) t?é}ad of the body, the church;
== <= & -

(55) and He is the beginning, the firstboonirthe dead,

B AR S A

(56) so that

(57) He Himself will come to have first place weeything.

B i was oo o ()Y
(58) ~“For it was thd:ather'sgoogﬁieasure
4_

AN

(59) for all the fullness to dwell in Him,
— 4

(60) *°and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself,

— () V@ AN
(61) having made peace through the blood of kiss;

O +
(62) through Him] say,
—>

(63) whether things on earth or things in heaven.

v o v

Exercise 1: What is the value of marking indicator® Consider the following questions from
Col. 1: 1-20.

1. How many times is Christ mentioned in these @8es, whether the word “Christ” or a
pronoun referring to Christ? Count the symbols.

2. How many times is God the Father, or an attelmitGod the Father, mentioned? Count the
symbols.

Westminster Theological College and Seminary—Ugandfin—February, 2011



Biblical Interpretation New Testament Epistles

3. Is there any coordination between God and Ctaisave us? In other words, is Christ ready to
save us from a vindictive God who wishes to punish

4. Who makes the “peace” between us and God? Wjomedes us to whom? How does the text
answer this question?

5. Notice that in Line 2 and Line 29 | identifiedifl” with two different symbols. Do you agree
with this or are they the same “will”? Support yamswer.

6. How many times are “all things” or “all creatiomentioned in the text?

7. Who or what did God reconcile through Christpf@urt your answer from the text.

8. What is the “fullness” of L59?

9. Who are “we” in L7?

10. Assuming that | have correctly marked the vands31-38, do you see any parallel
statements—statements which are similar and supperainother? What are they?

11. What is the significance of the tense of théwe L617? in L577? in L427

12. What does is the significance of the verb agrth ¥ense in L537?

13. What does Christ “hold together”? Do we fini tllea anywhere else in Scripture?
14. Does Christ have control over political powetd@w does the text prove this?

15. On what basis does Paul say, “Grace to yopaade from God our Father?

16. What is the significance of L61? Does thigsée be a contradiction? Why?

17. Is there any indirect teaching about the Tyimtthis passage? Support your answer from the
text.

18. In L51, what does “for Him” mean?

19. In light of the “created things” and in lightwhat is said in Lines 61-63, what will “heaven”
consist of?

20. What is the source of Paul’s confidence inGboéssians?
The beginning student may be able to correctly ansmany of these questions himself, although
some are difficult. Part of the reason you casals that the text is broken down

into short segments and the different meaning atdis are identified. In Dr. Bennie
Wolvaardt’s helpful bookiHow to Interpret the Bible—A Do-It-Yourself Manualp. 79, he
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suggests breaking a larger text into smaller ur(f8olvaardt gives more details on this step in
Chapter 10, p. 95.) This helps us to see the péatte text which would have gone unnoticed.
When you are walking through a dense forest, yme lastendency to miss the individual trees.
Think of this exercise as if we are walking throwgforest (a large passage of Scripture, or a
book like Colossians) but taking time along the wagxamine the individual trees (paragraphs).
We may even decide to examine the individual brasan the trees (phrases) or the leaves
(words). Obviously, you must develop the skilldofiding the text into theorrect smaller units.
This will require that you see tlsyntactical relationships between words and phrases, but this
skill will be developed at the same time.

B. Stylistic features (HTIB, p. 104, Wolvaardt)

This is the second type ofeaning indicator. Stylistic features are repetitionsfarm or
meaning The two kinds of stylistic features regularlyifm in the NT ard.. parallelism and2.
chiasm Consider the simplparallelism of 1 Cor. 1: 22-23 (taken from Wolvaardt, p. of8
Equipping to Serve, Module One

Jews demand miraculous signa
and Greeks look for wisdom b
but we preach Christ crucified:
a stumbling block to Jews a
and foolishness to Greeks b

A chiasm on the other hand, occurs when at least two mgandicators are repeated in
inverted sequencdeading to the following patteracb b a Consider Col. 3: 11 (taken from
Wolvaardt,How to Interpret the Biblep. 104).

2) - or Jew b chiasm the Greeks who anencircumcised
(3) - circumcised b while L 2 and 3 refer to the Jews

4) - or uncircumcised a who arecircumcised

Or consider Col. 3: 9-11 which contains bp#rallelism andchiasm.
(1) °Do not lie to one another, since you

(2) laid asidetheold self < a a This para_lllelism ifntithetic

(3) with itsevil practices b b (cor?trastlngl)f Olctlj sellfcontrasts
ith new selfandevil practices

(4) *°andhave put onthenew self <«—2 a W :

(5) who is being renewed tdrae knowledge+2— b contrasts withrue knowledge

(6) according to the image of thme who created him— ¢ «——
(7) ™arenewalin which there is nalistinction between
(8) Greek d
(9) and Jew,

(10) circumcised

(11) and uncircumcised,d

cultural differences (chiasm)

(12) barbarian, f
Scythian, g Cultural difference

(14) slave h Social differences
and freeman i

(15) butChrist is all, and in all. C <
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In the text above, vv. 9 and 10 q@rallel to one another, both of them using the metaphor of
taking something off and putting something diaying asidethe clothing of the old self (old
man) andoutting onthe clothing of the new self (hew man). Furthemmevil practicess
parallel totrue knowledge.Theone who created hins Christ, thus, Lines 6 and 15 are
designated with ac®. Barbarian andScythianare parallel cultural termsSave andfreeman
are parallel social terms (cf. William Hendriks€ulossiank

Wolvaardt gives another example gbarallelism and achiasmfrom 1 Cor. 1: 24-25 (NIV)
taken as a whole uniHpPw to Interpret the Biblep. 115.

?2Jews demanthiraculous signs
and Greeks look fawisdom, D
Z3but we preach Christ crucified:

a stumbling block tdews

and foolishness t6entiles,

4hut to those whom God has called,

parallelism

Meaning blocks

Notice the words:
“Greeks” and “Jews”,

bothJews “miraculous signs”,
andGreeks b “power”, “wisdom”,

. ' P “wiser”, “stronger”, and
Christ thepower of God < il a “strength” . The parallel
and thewisdom of God. < b terms are written in

. I v . i i
25For thefoolishness of God iswiser than man'svisdom, 4 b [ chiaamerent scri
and theweakness of God isstronger than man'strength.«<—__| a

“Christ, the power of God’ is the answer for thews who wanted to see tlppwer of God
throughmiraculous signs. Similarly ‘Christ... thewisdom of God'’ is the answer for the

Greeks who wanted to see God revealing himself to themudhwisdom (Wolvaardt). Thus,
the parallelism and chiasm of this passage (stylisatures) can illuminate thmeeaning

structure of the passage. Believing Jews found in Christtivaculous power of God while
believing Greeks found the wisdom of God. The &segere always looking for “wisdom”,
namely, a unifying philosophical system which expda everything else. Christ is this unifying
principle upon whom everything else can be undecsto

Notice thestylistic featuresof Colosssians 1: 15-20n the following page. In Lines 44-53, we
see that Christ is preeminent (first) in thrgginal creation. In Lines 54-63, we see that Christ is
also preeminent (first) in theew, spiritual creationthe church. In L44, Christ is thiestborn of

all creation. This does not mean that Christ waated by the Father. He is the firstborn in the
sense that He is theeir to all creation even as the firstborn son in amicisrael was the heir to
the father’s inheritance. That Christ cannot loeeated being is evident from L50-52. All things
have been createdrough or by means o€hrist andor His purposes. Furthermore, He was
beforeall things and in Hinall things hold together What does this mean? The author of
Hebrews explains this statement more clearly. “Gdigr He spoke long ago to the fathers in the
prophets in many portions and in many ways these last days has spoken to us in His Son,
whom He appointed heir of all thingkrough whom also He made the worlAnd He is the
radiance of His glory and thexact representation of His naturendupholds all things by the
word of His power When He had made purification of sins, He satrdawthe right hand of the
Majesty on high, (Hebrews 1:1-3 NASB).

By recognizing parallelisms and chiasms, we camnoagephrase to interpret another phrase—for
example, “evil practices” is parallel with “true ¢dwledge” (Col. 3: 9-10).

10
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(44) 15 He is theimage of the invisible God, (45) thigrstborn of all creation.a (L44-45) <

AN AN <= ()W
(46a)'°For by Him b (L46a)«—
(46b) all taizr;gs were created« C (L46b)
(474) bo]thin the heaven* d - | Central Section of vv. 15-17
(47b) and on eart e / T
(48) visiblg@ e >~ | chiasm -
and invisible* d q chiasm
” abcdcba
(49) whether thrones fooo)
or dominions I_l f > [ parallelism
or rulers f
or authorities— f J
(50) all things have been created « C (L50)
W <
(51) through Him and for Him < b (L51)«—
=—> >
(52) *"He isbefore all things, (53) anéh Him all things hold together. a(L52-53)+—
() w <=0 —
(54) ®*He isalSO head of thebody, the churck® a

== <= & &

(55) and He is theeginning,<{)= b
thefirstborn from the dead b (Rom. 8: 29: 1 Cor. 15: 20)

(56) so that (57) He Himself' will come to hdust placein everything. <+— a

————— > 4= () w

19 : .
(58) “For it was thé-ather'sgood pleasure [ notice thetto” L60. To reconcileis an infinitive
¢ A ‘ﬂ’ indicatingpurpose. An infinitive consists of a “to”

(59) for all the fullness to dwell in Him, followed by a verb—“to reconcile”. The wofth” by
[ ] A + itself can denote purpose.
(60) ®andthrough Him < a
to reconcilall things to Himself, b :recqncile” and :
— v A having made peace
(61) having made peace through the blood of Hisg;r are parallel terms
) = +
(62) through Him, | say, < a
(63) whethethings on earth othings in heaven. b (see Lines 4-48)

v D w

11
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By examining the structure of this passage, wededermine Paul’'s focus. The central part of
verses 15-18 occurs in Lines 44-53, the “d” sectibthechiasm | will diagram it more clearly
in the following way:

(44) 15 He is the image of the invisible God, (45) thetbsnof all creation. a
(46) °For by Hum b
all things were created, C
(47) bothin the heavens and on earth,
(48) visible and invisible, d
(49) whether thrones or dominions or rulerauthorities—
(50) all things have been created
(51) Hwowglv Humv and for Hum. b
(52) *"He is before all things, (53) and in Him all thirysid together.

C

a

So what is Paul’'s point here? Clearly he is intanshowing the Colossians that God the Father,
through Christ, created the material world, the heavenljig®and the earth as well as the things
upon the earth—things visible and invisible (Heb2-B; Jn. 1: 3). If, then, God through Christ
created the material world, the material worldesd, not bad. The Gnostic heresy taught that
the material world was bad and that one must fresdif from the material world to become pure
spirit. You will learn more about the Gnostic reréater, and this knowledge will help you
understand Colossians. Furthermore, God througlsiGustains the material world. Christians
must not look with disdain upon material thingsfakey were evil in themselves. Everything
God made is good if it is used according to Hisahuwuill.

In L54-63, Paul turns his attention to the pre-eanie of Christ in the new, spiritual creation, the
church. We will diagram it accordingly:

(54) '®He is alsdread of the body, the church; a
(55) and He is theeginning, b
thefirstborn from the dead, b

(56) so that (57) He Himself will come to haftest place in everything. a

(58) *For it was thé=ather'sgood pleasure (59) for all the fullness to dwelHim,

(60) *°andHrromgiv Hum a
to reconcile all things to Himself, b
(61) having made peace through the blood of His cross; b
(62) Hwoughh Hum, | say, a
(63) Whethelthings on earth or things in heaven. b

Line 63 assumes the verb “reconcile”, therefors @lso labeled with &”. The point of L60-63
is that God through Christ has “made peace” ordineded” the wholecreated worldo Himself
andwith Himself. One might ask, “How can this be so gitles cruelty, injustice, immorality
and death that remain in the world as we knowBitt this is thenow and thenot yetof the
kingdom of God. Through Christ’'s atonement, thelnaf reconciliation has already taken place
(the now), but the consummation or completion &f teconciliation (the not yet) remains to be
fully realized and applied. This is why Christiaare still here on earth, to continue applying the

12
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full reconciliation which Christ has accomplishattbe cross, to participate with Christ as His
ambassadors reconciling the world to Himself (2. Go20).

C. Relationships between the different syntacticnits (Wolvaardt, HTIB, p.
105)

Syntactic units are those words which belong together grammayicaliey include sentences,
clauses, or phrases. In determining syntacti¢gioglships, we must learn to notice conjunctions
like and, but, although, if, when, because, etehich indicate the nature of the relationship.
Syntactical relationships can be broken down thtee main categorieqa) relationships
focusing on timéb) relationships of causalifg) descriptive relationships. More detail of these
relationships are found in Appendix Aldbw to Interpret the Bible.

1. Relationships that focus on time (HTIB, pp. 31516)

In this category, elements are related to one anotithin aframework of time. Thespecific
time (e.g. tomorrow, yesterday, or this morning)as the issue, but only thgeneralframework
of time in which something is occurring (eance, when, always, whilafter, etc.)

a. Occurring at the same time (simultaneously) asnother activity—e.g. while,
when, always, now, constantly, once, etc.(HTIB, 318).

' For this reason | too, having heard of the faitthin Lord Jesus whidixistsamong you and
your love for all the saint&°do not ceasgiving thanksfor you,while making mentionof youin
my prayers; (Ephesians 1:15-16 NASB)

(Giving thankstakes placat the same timeasmaking mentionof the Ephesians
in his prayers.)

1950 thenwhile we have opportunity let usdo goodto all people, and especially to those

who are of the household of the faith. (Galatiari® 6NASB)

(Do goodtakes place @he same timeashave opportunity)
—_— >

®Forwhile we were still helplessat the right time Christied for the ungodly.
< -«

(Romans 5:6 NASB)
(We—as a human racewere still helplessit thesame timethat Christdied)

2you know thatwhenyou were pagans/ou werded astrayto the mute idols, however you

were led. (1 Corinthians 12:2 NASB)
4—

(At the same timetheywere pagansthey werded astrayby idols.)

°In the same way then, themas also come to bet the present timea remnantaccording to
God'sgracious choice. (Romans 11:5 NASB)| = = |

(A remnant existsat thesame timePaul is writing his letter to the Romans.)
Colossians 4: 2-3a NASB
(272) 2 Devote yourselves to prayer,

13
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Devote yourselves to praydor

(273) keeping alertin it with an attitude othanksgiving; anything) andeeping alertshould

(274) *praying at the same timefor us as well, take placeat the same timeas
—_ praying specifically for God to

| | open up opportunities for Paul and

. ) others to preach the gospel and for
Colossians 2: 15 NASB clarity of explanation.

(154) ®When Hehad disarmedthe rulers and authorities,
—

. Disarmed made a public displayandhaving
(155) Hergade a public displapf them, triumphedtook place at the same time. All the

(156) having triumphedover them through Him| arrows are pointing backwards to show past actipn,
< something God has already done.

b. Occurring sequentially, or one after another—e.gafter, before...now,
formerly...now; once...when, etc. (HTIB, p. 318).

®But | will cometo youafter | go through Macedonia, for | am going through kidania.
—e

(1 Corinthians 16:5 NASB)
(The event otomingwill take placeafter the event ofjoing through Macedonig

°As wehave saicbefore, so Isay againnow, if any man is preaching to you a gospel
4] |
contrary to what you received, he is to be accurggdlatians 1:9 NASB)

(Paul has saitiefore that anyone preaching a false gospel is accunidedsays this same
thingnow. Thebefore symbol points backwards to a previous time whikerbw symbol
points upwards indicating the present time. Thedtiion of the arrow is determined by the
verb the indicator modifies.)

3For we alsconcewere foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, aresl to various lusts
and pleasures, spending our life in malice and entmateful, hating one another
«— «—
“But when the kindness of God our Savior aHis love for mankind appearetHe savedus,
«— «—

not on the basis of deeds which we have done imedgisness, but according to His mercy, by the
washing of regeneration and renewing by the HolyitSfTitus 3:3-5 NASB)

(Oncerefers to a time in the pasefore we were savedWhen refers to dime after this
when we were saved through the renewing of the Bpiyit. Here the words are used
togethersequentiallyin the sentence to indicate two separated timas,0occurring after the
other. Oncein the past we were unsaved and foolish, but lakem Christappearedo us
through the work of the Spirit, we were saved. ldeer, both the verbsere andappeared
arepast tense verbs referring to something which hraady happened, thus the backward
arrow.)

14
Westminster Theological College and Seminary—Ugandfin—February, 2011



Biblical Interpretation New Testament Epistles

Colossians 1: 21-22 NASB
(64) 21 And although yowvereformerlyalienated

«— ] Were alienatedand
(65) and hostile in mind engagedn evil deeds, hostile in mind,
«— engaged in evil deeds
(66) **yet Hehas nowreconciledyou occurred beforéas
—> EE— reconciled

(67) in His fleshly body through death,
2. Relationships that focus on causality
a. Reason—the cause of some event or thing (for shieason, therefore,

because, for(by itself), so then)(HTIB, p. 318). These are some of the most important
syntactic relationships in the Bible, particularythe NT epistles.

Colossians 1: 4-9 Thereasor for theirfaith in Christ
(10) “since we heard and theidovefor the saints is the
(11) of yourfaith in Christ Jesus hope laid upfor them in heaven.

(12) and thdove which you have for all the saints; | The arrow——=> points forward
(13) ® because othe hopelaid up for you in heaven,| to the reason fdiaith andlove—
— namely,hope.

(14) of which you previously heard
(15) in the word of truth, the gospBihich has come to you,
(16) just as in all the world also

(17) itis constantly bearing fruit and increasing
(18) even ag has been doing you also

(19) since the day you heawtlit

Thereasonfor Paul’'s and Timothy’s
enthusiastic prayers is found in Col. 1:
4-8—the Colossiandaith andlove

(20) ;’:}nd understood th_e grace of God in truth; for the brethren (L 10-28). In this

(21) ‘just as you learnei from Epaphras, case, the reasqoints backward to

(22) our beloved fellow bond-servant, the previous verses which describe the
(23) who is a faithful servant of Christ on ouhb#, Colossians’ response to the gospel.

(24) ®and he also informed us of ydore in the Spirit.

(25) 9 For this reasonalso,

) ] “it” refers to faith and
(26) since the day we heaoflit, love—the response of the
(27) we have not ceased to pray for you Colossian Christians to the
(28) and to ask that you may be filled gospel they received from
(29) with the knowledge of His will Ephaphras.

(30) in all spiritual wisdom and understandingt

°For this reasonalso, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Hiemname which

is above every name, (Philippians 2:9 NASB)

(ThereasonGod highly exalted Christ is found in the immediedntextof Phil. 2: 5-8—the self-
sacrifice of Christ in His humiliation and cruciiix. The backward arrow points to this reason wigch
found in the previous verses.)

°For this reasonl left you in Cretethat you would set in order what remains and appoint

elders in every city as | directed yp(Titus 1:5 NASB)
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(Paul left Titus in Crete so that he could setdherch in order and appoint elders in every
city. In this particular case, tlaerow points forward to the reason found in tlsebsequent
clause—to appoint elders in every city, etc. )

Therefore | urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, &spnt your bodies a living and holy

sacrifice, acceptable to Gaghich isyour spiritual service of worship. (Romans 12:1 NBAS
(This “therefore” may refer back to everything Pha$ said earlier in Romans 1—11, all of
which forms the basis for the instructions giverchapters 12—16.)

Colossians 2:6 NASB
(118) 6 Therefore
<

Therefore refers to something said
(119) as you have received Christ Jesus the Lol previously, but it may be difficult
(120) sowalk in Him, sometimes to determine exactly what
the referent (thing referred to) is.

Colossians 3: 5-6 NASB
(198) 5 Therefore
<

o

Because of something Paul had sa

] earlier (vv. 1-2), the Colossians mug
(199) consider the members of your earthly bodgessi consider themselves dead to sinful

(200) to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desiand greed| behaviour.
(201) which amounts to idolatry.

—

(202) °For it is because dhese things | Thewrath of Godwill comebecauseof these things

mentioned earlier in L 200-201 (see above). Tlgiohlly,

(203) that thevrath of Godwill come if Christ has atoned for the sins of every indiatjuhen
—_— e why will the wrath of God come upon those whose $iave

. ) been atoned for? This brings up the question dfqudar,
(204) upon the sons of disobedience, | versus universal, atonement.

b. Means—something is accomplished by or through @ertain instrument
(through, by means of, by) (HTIB, p. 318).

8cor if the inheritance is based on law, it is noger based on a promise; but God has granted it
to Abrahamby means ofa promise. (Galatians 3:18 NASB)

>

(Abraham received the inheritance not by workiogitff butby means ofthe promise
God made to him in Gen. 12.)

“For everything created by God is good, and notfirg be rejected if it is received with
gratitude?for it is sanctifiecby means ofthe word of God and prayer. (1 Timothy 4:4-5 NASB
(Everything God has made is set apart for goocdoysaeans of an understanding of
the Word of God and by means of prayer for wisdomsing it.)
‘Likewise,| wantwomen to adorn themselves with proper clothing, estlgt and discreetly, not
with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly gamts,'°but ratheby means ofgood
works, as is proper for women making a claim toligeds. (1 Timothy 2:9-10 NASB)

(Christian women should “adorn” themselves by nsezfrgood works, not by being
preoccupied with external beauty. This does mpiy, however, that women should
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never look in the mirror or put on jewelry or make It only means that women should
be more concerned about inward character thanawdtheauty.)

Colossians 1: 16 NASB

(44) 15 He is the image of the invisible God,
(45) the firstborn of all creation.

(46) *°Forby Him all things were created,

By means of (or through)
Christ, all things were
created. Notice that in all the
verses provided in Section
(2), the instruments or means
(underlined words) are given
after the wordghrough, by
means of, or by Thus, the
arrows are pointing forward
to the instrument of the event.

(47) bothin the heavens and on earth,

(48) visible and invisible,

(49) whether thrones or dominions or rulers ohatrities—
(50) all things have been created

(51) through Him and for Him.

c. Purpose—something happens to accomplish a goab(that, in order to, that)
(HTIB, p. 318).

®knowing this, that our old self was crucified withm, in order that our body of sin might
be done away witlso thatwe would no longer be slaves to sin (Romans 6:GRA
=—>
(The old self was crucified with Christ for tperpose of setting us free from a life of  sin.)

Colossians 1: 21-22 NASB

(64) 21And although you were formerly alienated In order to is similar but not
(65) and hostile in minc&gngagedn evil deeds, exactly the same dg/ means of
thus the same shape but a different
(66) *’yet He has now reconciled you color. The arrow points toward the
(67) in His fleshly body through death, purpose which is underlined. The
(68) in order to present you before Him same reasoning f@o that
D —

(69) holy and blameless and beyond reproachy Christ reconciled us to God through His
death for theurpose of presenting us to

Colossians 3: 21 NASB Himself holy and blameless. Thus, the
(251) *Fathers, do not exasperate your childre| purpose of Christ's death is our
(252) so thatthey will not lose heart. sanctification.Christ did not merely die

for us totake us to heaverbut tomake us

Colossians 1: 25 fit for heaven.

(80) 2°Of this churchl was made a minister
(81) according to the stewardship from God
(82) bestowed on me for your benefit,

(83) so that(84) | might fully carry out the@reaching othe word of God,
=

Colossians 4: 2-4 NASB

(272) 2 Devote yourselves to prayer, : :
(273) keeping alert in it withn attitude othanksgiving; Notice how many times PF?IU'
(274) ®praying at the same time for us as well, uses purpose statements In

(275) that God will open up to us a door for the word, | three verses (vv. 2-4)
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(276) so thatwe may speak forth the mystery of Christ,

(277) for which | have also been imprisoned,;
(278) *that | may make it clear in the way | ought to speak.

d. Condition—something_ will occur, or should occuyin the future if certain
conditions are met or fulfilled. Or, something_shald not occur if a condition is
not met. Or, something is true if a certain conditn is true or something is_not
true if the conditional statement is_not true. Thes are called if...then
statements. More often than not, the “then” is noexpressly stated in the
sentence but is implied (HTIB, p. 319).

A B
8Butif you are led by the Spirittfen—implied] you are not under the Law. (Galatians 5:18
NASB) A '\
A—conditional statement gremise B—resulting statement @onclusion
which may or may not be true based on the conditional statement

(Thecondition of being not under the law is to be in the prestaie of being led by the
Spirit. On the contrary, if you aret led by the Spirit, yoare under the Law. From the
Scriptures we know that every true believer isegt led by the Spirit, “For all who are
being led by the Spirit of God, these are sonsad.G(Romans 8:14 NASB) Are you a son
of God? Then you are al$ed by the Spirit and arenot under the Law.)

Note: The wordthenis in italics and enclosed within [brackets] to indicate that tle word
does not occur in the text but is implied.

Colossians 2: 20-22 NASB Conditional statement or premise which may or may

(174) 20 If you have died with Chris‘[7 not be tru
-

(175) to the elementary principles of the wortiep—implied] Resulting statement or
, / conclusion based on the
N conditional statement.

(176) why, as if you were living in the world,

(177) do you submit yourself to decrees, such as, :
(178) "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!" If the premise—that you have
(179)% (which allrefer tothings destined to perish with use)(—| died with Christ—is true, then
(180) in accordance why do you follow man-made

. : rules which don't apply to
(181) with the commandments and teachings of men? ) | ~pistians?—a result which shou

not follow from the premist

|Y

°(butif a man_does not know how to manage his own househol
»

[then—implied] how will he take care of the church of @), (1 Timothy 3:5 NASB)
> 2

(The implication is that a man will not know howsbepherd the church as an elder if he is
incapable of shepherding his own wife and childr&éhe condition (premise) for being able
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to care for the church is the ability to care foe® own family. If the former responsibility is
not fulfilled, then the lattecannot be fulfilled.)

ZTherefordf the whole church assembles together and all Speakques. and
»

unqifted men or unbelievers entghen—implied] will they not say that you are mad?
(1 Corinthians 14:23 NASB)

(If everyone is speaking in tongues without any imetgtion—theconditional part of the
sentence-then [the result] unbelievers and those not giftedoimgues will think everyone is
crazy.)

8Forif the bugle produces an indistinct souridefp—implied] who will prepare himself for
battle? (1 Corinthians 14:8 NASB)

(If the bugle sound is indistinct or uncletiaien no one will prepare for battle.)

Zputif there is no interpreterthien—implied] he must keep silent in the church; arichien
» -

speak to himself and to God. (1 Corinthians 14:285R)

(Thus,if there is no interpreter present—the conditioreteshent—then the person gifted
with tongues should keep quiet, speaking only toseif and God.)
“*But what is the divine response to him? "I HAVE KEfor Myself SEVEN THOUSAND MEN
WHO HAVE NOT BOWED THE KNEE TO BAAL.®In the same way then, there has also
come to be at the present time a remnant accotdiGgd'sgracious choice. But
»

it is by grace, then—implied] it is no longer on the basis of workshetwise grace is no
-

longer grace. (Romans 11:4-6 NASB)

(During Elijah’s ministry, God graciously kept fetimself 7,000 of His people who

would not bow to Baal. In the same way, a remofdews existed in Paul's day who were
saved according to God’s gracious choice in elactib God chose them according to His
gracious choice—as He did in Elijah’s day [“| hdwept’]—then the choice is not based on
personal works or merit. If the choice is basedvorks, it cannot be based on merit
otherwise, the word, “grace”, has no meaning. €stanother way, if the condition of
salvation by grace is in place, the result of dabvaby works is eliminated.)

¥corif the inheritance is based on lathgn—implied] it is no longer based on a promise;
- -

but God has granted it to Abraham by means of mz@ (Galatians 3:18 NASB)

(If the condition is true that the inheritance is based on law, thenesult of this condition is
that the inheritance is not based on the promisecgj. However (“but”), Paul argues that
this conditional statement is not true. In acfaat, God gave the inheritance to Abraham by
means of a promise. The conclusion [therefore—staied expressly but implied] is that since
Abraham—in actual fact—received the inheritancealpyomisethen the inheritance must be
on the basis of promise, not law-keeping.)
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Colossians 3:1 NASB Paul is not questioning the Colossians

(188) 1Therefore about their salvation. He is merely

189) if you have been raised up with Christ, implying thatif the condition of salvation

( ), < (L 189) has been fulfilled in Christ—and

(190) then—implied] keep seeking the things above {Lgiskgggnsﬁi?ng 'ﬁé:\f’:r:?;';ﬁgﬁ}es'
- S Notice the different head on the arrow for

(191) where Christ is, seated at the right hanGad. | 5, imperative (command) verb.

—>

For this reason we must pay much closer attentiavhiat we have heard, so that we do not

pI—

drift awayfrom it. > For if the word spoken through angels proved urgtiie, and every
»

transgression and disobedience received a justtpeltaen—implied] > how will we escape
> 2

if we neglect so great a salvation? After it watha first spoken through the Lord, it was
confirmed to us by those who heard, (Hebrews 2NIASB)

(This is a complicated passage, but the main p®itfiat even violation of the Mosaic
Covenant administered through the mediation of Brigé Gal. 3: 19; Acts 7: 53] received a
just punishment (thpremise of the argument)If people were punished—even sometimes
with the death penalty for violation of the Mos@lovenant (which was inaugurated through
angels), then [implied] how much more will theygagished for violation of the New
Covenant (which was inaugurated through Christ difj3

How does one violate the New Covenant, one which spaken first through Christ (“the
Lord”, v. 3) and then communicated through the #ps8 The simple answer is: By
“neglecting so great a salvation"—by refusing tdidaae in Christ. Thus, the author’s first
statement—the premise of his argument—is thatdreelites were punished for violation of
the Old Covenant mediated through angels. phasise (condition) is true and has been
verified in the history of Israel. The true premisrms the basis for tr@nclusion(result)
that the author’s readers would also not escapssiponent if they did not respond in faith to
the New Covenant inaugurated by Christ.)

e. Contra-expectation—something happens contrary texpectation
(although...yet; although...but; even though; though. e “yet” or “but” is
sometimes implied (HTIB, p. 319).

It was contrary to anyone’s

(64) 21 And aﬂggghyw weve formerly alienated expectation that God would
reconcile those who were His

(65) and lhostile v mind, engaged un exl deeds, | enemies, whose minds were hostfle

to Him, and who were engaged in

22 .
(66) “yet HC has now reconciled you evil deeds. However, this is
>> exactly what happened in spite of
(67) in His ]qcshlg body through death, the situation which existed.

8although He was a Sown, [yet—implied] [He learned obedience from the
= = > >
things which He suffered. (Hebrews 5:8 NASB)

(We would not have expected the Son of God to lehadiencehrough suffering.
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After all, He was perfect in every way. Yet, ChirsHis humanity learned obedience in the
same way we do, through the experience of sufferifite difference is that He never failed
in His obedience.)

Although he was grieved, [yet—implied] the king commanded /¢to be
> > s

given because of his oaths, and because of his dinner guests. (Matthew 14:9 NASB)

(Although we might have expected Herod not to bdlldnn the Baptist for fear of the
multitudes [v. 5], he did it anyway to save facé&be his guests.)

1Simon Peter went up and drew the net to land ofuitirge fish, a hundred and fifty-three; and

although there were so- many, [yet—implied] the net was not torn. (John

>>
21:11 NASB)

(With this many fish, they would have expectedrbeto tear; but contrary to their
expectations, the net did not tear.)

%for we are therue circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God agidry in Christ Jesus and

put no confidence in the fleshalthough | myself might have confidence
D —

even n Hhe flesh If anyone else has a mind to put confidence énfidsh, | far more?

circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israéthe tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of
Hebrews: as to the Law, a Pharisas to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as taghésousness

which is in the Law, found blameled®8ut whatever things were gain
>

to me, those things | have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. (Philippians 3:3-7 NASB)

(Paul was a law-keeping Pharisee who might have brpected to put confidence in his law-
keeping. But contrary to expectations, becaugheofurpassing greatness of Christ and the
gospel, he considered all his efforts to earn s@rdrom the law as loss so that he could gain
Christ through faith.)

!Now | say, as long as the heir is a child, he dagdliffer at all from a slave althougdhe is
P ——

owner of Wg-Hm(/ng, 2% heis unclcrguarclians and managers until the date set bg the
father.

%S0 also we, while we were children, were held indame under the elemental things of the
world.*But when the fullness of the time came, God senth fidis Son, born of a woman,
born under the Law,so that He might redeem those who were under the that we might
receive the adoption as sofBecause you are sons, God has sent forth the 8pitiis Son into
our hearts, crying, "Abba! FathefITherefore you are no longer a slave, but a sonjfandon,
then an heir through God. (Galatians 4:3-7 NASB)

(One would expect the heir of the inheritance teehore privileges in the family than a
household slave; but in Roman culture, the child Wwad not grown to maturity was treated
similarly to a slave. Using this as an analogwlRays that Christ’'s redemption has changed
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our status from one of slaves to that of full-grosams with the full privileges of membership
in the family of God—a status he calls “adoption.”)

¥andalthough fivey know-tHhe ordinance of Godl, Hat those wio practice
> >
sueh thungs are wortivy of deatin, [yet—implied] thcy not only do the
> >
same, but also give hcarty aPProval to those who practice them. (Romans 1:32 NASB)

(Considering the penalty of death to those wholbfgad’s law, we might expect people to
fear breaking the law. Instead, they not only ki@ad’s law, they heatrtily approve of
anyone who lives sinfully.)

f. Alternation—Either one event occurs or another gent occurs, but not both.
In other words, if one thing happens, the other wilnot happen because of a
causal connection between the two events (HTIB, B20).

% or even when we were with you, we used to givetisiorder: if anyone is not willing to
work, then he is not to eaither. (2 Thessalonians 3:10 NASB)

(Oneor the other event will take place butt both. If not working occurs, themating will
not occur. In the church of Thessalonigat working andeating could not occur at the same
time. Notice thagither this or that will occur, but not both.)

Ifor if God did not spare the natural branches, tenat spare yougither. (Romans 11:21
NASB)

(God did not spare the Jewish people—natural biegielwhen they failed to respond in faith
to His covenant promises. He will also not spaeatites who profess faith in Christ if they
prove later by their unbelief that they are noet€hristians. God will not pardon
disbelieving Gentilesif He has judgedlisbelieving Jews Not sparing unbelieving Jews and
sparing unbelieving Gentiles will not occur togeth&od does not show favoritism to Jews
or Gentiles. Anyone who does not respond in faithbe judged. Either implies a condition
which goes in both directions, thus the arrow wipoints both ways.)

®Do you not know that when you present yourselvesotneonasslaves for obedience, you are
slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sinltieguin death, or of obedience

resulting in righteousness? (Romans 6:16 NASB)

(The two situations presented anetually exclusive—both cannot be trueEither a person presents
himself (sells himself) as a slave of gin,he presents himself as a slave of obedience. 8aahnot
present himself as a slave both to sin and obegliahthe same time. Likewise, one condition results
in death and the other in righteousness, but deadirighteousness cannot exist at the same time.
From the perspective of Roman culture (historicaitext), abond-slavecould not serve two masters.
He was fully owned bpne master onlywho would not share him with another master. TRaall is
saying—by way of analogy—that one cannot be a stheme master (sin) while at the same time
being the slave of another master (righteousness).

g. Conclusion—there is a causal relationship betwaeone thing or event which
leads to a conclusion. The first thing or event liie premise of the argument) is
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known to be true which serves as the basis for trewnclusion which follows
from the premise (HTIB, p. 320).

There is much similarity between this relationstia those containindy..then statements. In
this relationship, the wordsf...then” may not be present.

®For where a covenant is, [the premise]

there must of necessity be the death of the onemadmte it. [the conclusion]
(Hebrews 9:16 NASB)

(This is a complicated text, and space will nohpiea lengthy explanation. Suffice it to say
that whenever a covenant exists, the one who ntakesovenant has to die. In order for the
New Covenant to be inaugurated or put into plad¢eis€had to die. The Abrahamic
Covenant, on the other hand, was inaugurated thrthegsymbolic death of animals which
were split in two parts and laid along a path G¥#n. 15). Notice that although the writer is
moving toward a conclusion, there isiho.then statement ofor this reason, because, etc.

It is implied.)

Exercise 2: Syntactical relationships: (You will k2 using the expanded handouts of
Colossians with spaces between the lines.)

1. Answer the questions below from Colossians 1: 28kihes 92-99).

a. Mark all thepersons, things, events, and attributewith symbols.

b. Mark the syntactical indicatorReason Means, Purposg Condition, Contra-expectation,
Alternation, or Conclusion

c. Why do Paul and others admonish and teach?

d. How does Paul emphasize this purpose?

2. Answer the questions below from Col. 2: 1-5 (Lii€9-117).

a. Mark all thepersons, things, eventsndattributes with symbols.
b. Mark the syntactical indicators.

c. What is the purpose of Paul’s struggle?

d. What is the antecedent of “this” in L1127? Thstwhat does Paul “say” and what is his purpose
in saying it?

3. Answer the questions below from Col. 2: 6-7 (Lid48-125).
a. Mark allpersons, things, eventsandattributes with symbols.
b. What does Paul mean by “so walk in Him”?

4. Answer the questions below from Col. 2: 13-17 (kiid4-163).

a. Mark all the indicators in these verses.

b. Mark the syntactical indicators.

c. What is the meaning of the “Therefore” in v. Lée 157? (Hint: What did Christ do and what
are the Colossians trying to do?

5. Answer the questions below from Col. 3: 1-7 (Lid88-206).

a. Mark all the indicators (including persons, ggnevents, syntactical).
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b. What is the meaning of “Therefore” in v. 5, L?98

c. What kind of syntactical indicator is “for” of 8, L2027 Explain your answer from the context.

d. What kind of indicators are “once” and “when”lia05-206? What is the significance of these
two indicators for the meaning of the text?

e. What does “them” refer to in v. 7 (L2057

[I. The meaning of words and phrases

We determine the meaning of a word in a passa§em@bture from the context. How does the
authorusethe word? | have laid out a possible strategydfreloping the meaning of words and
phrases below (See alsi@ IB, chapter 12, anEquipping to Serve“Explain words and

phrases, p. 4:3.).

A. Use as many good English translations of the teas you have available.

Using multiple translations (NIV, ESB, NASB, KIW@&ASV) can be very helpful in

determining the meaning of words and phrases. tfEmslators of any recognized version of the
Bible are Greek and Hebrew scholars who have spany long days, months, and years arriving
at the most helpful translation of the Greek antde Bible according to a particular set of
goals; and they have done this after a many prewears of personal mastery of the Greek and
Hebrew languages.

The goal of the NASB is a translation as closénaditeral Greek and Hebrew as the translators
could accomplish (cf. p. 16: 3 &quipping to Serve The goal of the NIV is somewhere
between diteral translation and adynamic equivalent translatioimn which the translators
attempted “to communicate tih@eaningas faithfully as possible using the natural fornthe
language into which it is translated. The readé¢he translation as nearly as possible should
arrive at the meaning received by the original eea(ll6:4). Personally, | find this last staterhen
by Wolvaardt somewhat biased against literal ttisis, as if the reader of a literal translation
cannotarrive at the meaning received by the original eeadn a detailed study of words and
phrases, it is often very helpful to have a literahslation to see the parallel uses of words and
phrases. Havingoth literal and dynamic equivalent translations—or something itwieen the
two—is very helpful. 1 would suggest using botlyau have them.

We should start the process by taking a passa§ergiture from two translations (or three)
and placing them one after the other or side bg.slchave done this with Colossians 2. The
text with the line numbers is the NASB, 1995, amel dne without the line numbers is the NIV,
1984.
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Colossians 2 Who have not met me

1 personally sounds more like
(100) * For | want you to know NASB what an English speaker would

(101) how great a struggle | have on your behé& say. If I have not met someond
(102) and for those who are at Laodicea, | do not say) have not

(103) and for all thoseho have notpersonally seen my face | personally seen his faceThus,
the NIV has translated the

'l want you to know phrase into a more natural
how much | am struggling for you | nyv English equivalent for easier
and for those at Laodicea, reading and understanding.

and for allwho have notmet me personally

We can see that the translators of the NIV

(104) ?that their hearts may be encouraged, have identified the purpose statement for lis
by translatinghat with My purpose,
(105) having been knit together in love NASB words which are not in the original Greek

but which are clearlintendedby the

2 . ) author. Alsounited in loveis more
My purpose is that they may be encouraged in hear| ynderstandable to the modern English

reader thaknit together in love.

and united in love, NIV

4 . . Once again, the NIV captures the intended meanipg.
(112) "I say this so that no one will delude you pay| was not implying that the arguments of theefd

(113) withpersuasiveargument. teachers were trulgersuasive cogent, or logically
NASB conclusive, but that to some people they appeared
be so. Such argumergsunded just fineuntil

4 : : someone like Paul came along to examine them
| tell you this so that no one may deceive you carefully. Implication: Don’t be taken in by

by fine-soundingarguments. arguments which may sound intelligent but are
NIV nothing but “hot air”. Think!!!

(118) 6 Therefore <

Notice the two different ways of translating
this importanteason indicator.

(119) as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord,
(120) sowalk in Him,

(121) " having been firmly rooted
(122) and nowbeing built up in Him

The NIV has captured the continuing action of sspng
tense verb—Iliterally the text readsintinue walking

(123) and established in your faith, around. But what does that mean? It mearmtinue
(124) just as you were instructed, living the Christian life. The NIV translates the Greek
(125) andoverflowing with gratitude. verb, peripateoaslive while the NASB routinely translates
it walk. But the connotation (suggested meaningyalk
NASB is that the Christian takes his faittherever he goewhile
he iswalking around. In other words, Christian character

is something we take with us into the market plau®e, the
job, to the ball field, into the bedroom, etc. §hteresting
6350 then B connota_ltion_ is somewhat lost (in my opinion) witle t

- translationlive.

just as you received Christ Jesus as Lorg,

$°nhnue to I'v,e In h,lm', - Having been...rooted(L121) is a perfect participle. The
rooted and built up in him perfect tense has the connotation (suggested mpasfian
strengthened in the faith | NIV activity in the past with present results. Thbs, t
as you were taught, Colossians were already rooted in Christ in the péth the
and overflowing with thankfulness. ?rgrs]ent result of beinguilt up andestablishedin their
alt
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(126) 8 See to it that no one takes you captive
(127) through philosophy and empty deception,
(128) _according to the tradition of men,

(129) according to the elementary principles efworld,

(130) rather than according to Christ.

8See to it that no one takes you captive
through hollow and deceptive philosophy,
which depends on human tradition
and the basic principles of this world
rather than on Christ.

NIV

(131) °For in Him

(132) all the fullness of Deitgwellsin bodily form,

(133) °and in Him

(134) you have been made comple NASB

(135) and He is the head over all rule and autyio

®For in Christ
all the fullness of the Deitives in bodily form,
1%and you have been given fullness
in Christ,

NIV

who is the head over every power and authority.

New Testament Epistles

The NASB routinely translates present
participles in this way-hkaving been...
which gives you an indication of the
perfect tense. The action of the verb is
in the past but the results of the verb
continue into the present.

The NASB uses three parallel phrases,
according to the tradition of menand
according to the elementary principles of
men, rather than according to Christ. This
literal construction sets up the parallel and
contrast more clearly than the NIV.

In the Greek, the wordwells is katoikeo which
means tanhabit. The wordhousein the Greek is
oikos, thus you can see the connection. The
fullness of God has taken up residence in Christ
In the same way, the Holy Spidtvellsin every
believer or, to put it another way, has taken up
residence in the believer (1 Cor. 3: dékeo).

The body of the fleshis a very curious
phrase to the modern eainful

(136) *and in Him you were also circumcisec
(137) with a circumcision made without hang

NASB

nature (NIV) is much easier to

(138) in the removal dhe body of the flesh
(139) by the circumcision of Christ;

understand. (But see further commenis
below.)

(140) *having been buried with Him in baptisrp
(141) in which you were also raised up with H
(142) through faith in the working of God,
(143) who raised Him from the dead.

In him you were also circumcised,
in the putting off othe sinful nature,

but with the circumcision done by Christ,
2having been buried with him in baptism

The body of the flesh(NASB) helps us to
understand the meaning of circumcision in the
OT. The removal of the foreskin fiésh from
the male sex organ represented the removal of the
sinful flesh orsinful nature. But while OT
circumcision was limited to a small piece of fles
NIV the circumcision of Christ is more radical,

. . .. consisting of the whole person. The whole persfn,
not with a circumcision done by the hands of N he oid self (3: 9), is crucified with Christ, dead
and buried. Thus, the analogy between
circumcision in the OT—the removal fiésh—is

=]

and raised with him through your faith
in the power of God,
who raised him from the dead.

(144) When you were dead
(145) in your transgressions

NASB

(146) and the uncircumcision of your flesh,
(147) Hemade you alivetogether with Him,

more strikingly captured biyhe removal of the
body of the fleshwhich indicates the complete
removal of the old man. His sinful nature is
removed not only in part, but in the whole.

13When you were dead

in your sins NIV

and in the uncircumcision of your sinful naty

Godmade you alive with Christ.
He forgave us all our sins,

The verb of L147 is literallynade alive togetherlt is a
compound verb with the prepositiarith included in the
verb. The NIVwith Christ is a good translation, especiall
since it identifies th@im which is a pronoun in the Greek.
However, the NASB is also a good translation which
translates the original force of the verb. Theaidgethat
God made us alivipgether with Christ. Thus, being
together with Christ in His resurrection is emphasized in
the Greek and is captured by the NASB, not the NIV.
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(154) "When He haq d|§armed the rulers and authoritig Here,public spectacleis a better translation
(155) He made public display of them, because it better captures the intent for th¢
(156) having triumphed over them through Him. modern readerPublic spectaclehas a
negative connotation (suggested meaning).
NASB The idea is that God stripped the cosmic,
15 ) ) - heavenly powers of their weapons and is
And having disarmed the powers and authorities, now exhibiting them to the world in their
he made @ublic spectacle of them, conquered condition. The military term
. . NIV used friumphed) indicates that Christ is
triumphing over them by the cross. now driving His conquered enemies through
the streets in royal procession bound in
chains (see 2 Cor. 2: 14).

(164) *Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize
(165) by delighting inelf-abasement
(166) and the worship of the angels,

NASB

False humility is a much more
**Do not let anyone who delights fialse humility understandable translation theeif-
abasement

and the worship of angels

NIV

(174) 20 If you have died with Christ . )
. Again, a more understandable translation

(175) to the_elementary principles of the worl by the NIV. The Christian is stiliving
(176) why,as if you were living in the world, | NASB in this world, but not in the sense of
(177) do you submit yourself to decrees, such as, belonging to it.In Jn. 15: 19, Jesus tells
(178) "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!" His disciples that they are not the

world. In the same sense, we are not o

) ) . ) the world. We do not belong to it. (cf.

°Since you died with Christ Y Col. 1: 13). groft-(

to the_basic principles of this worlt;
why, as though you still belonged to it,

do you submit to its rules:

21"Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not touch!"?

Why are man’s efforts to save himself callddmentary principles of the world?(L175) I think the answer is this:
By his very nature, man is a legalist who insistsraking up the conditions of his own salvation.ikinctively
believes that he can do something significant t@ $amself. On the “flip side of the coin”, heda antinomian. By
devising his own way of salvation, he is constabtigaking the law of God. In the Gnostic heresyna believed
that salvation was attained through extreme assetie-depriving the body of food, drink, sex, et&€vén married
people were advised to abstain from sexual relafjdy so doing, the person could eventually freesklf from the
limitations of the material body. Paul says angtsmeans of salvation is foolishness.

B. Compare the meaning of words and phrases with othe author uses these
words and phrases in different books.

It is always helpful to know the author of the boak are studying since he is likely to use words
and phrases in one book the same way he uses mhettmer books. However, there are
exceptions, and we cannot make a blanket rule wdpgies to every case. In every situation the
context must govern our understanding. | have takerther letter of Paugphesians and
compared it withColossians.Both of these letters were written while Paul wakis first Roman
imprisonment.
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Ephesian: Colossian:

1"In Him we haveredemption through His | 1'*in whom we haveedemption, the
blood,the forgiveness of our forgiveness of sins.

trespasses,
?and through Him teeconcile all
Owith a view to an administration suitable tq Hringsto Himself, having made peace

the fullness of the time#hat is the .

) L . : through the blood of His cross; through
smmming wp- of all Hhuingsin Christ, Him, | say,
things in the heavens and things on the whetherthings on earth or things in
earth. heaven

$We give thanks to God, the Father of ouf
5For this reasonl too, having heard of the | [ ord Jesus Christ praying always for you,

faith in the Lord Jesus whiatxistsamong @ since we heard of your faithin Christ
you and youtove for all the saints, Jesus and theve which you have for all
the saints;

%do not cease giving thanks for you, while

making mentiorof youin my prayers; ' that ®)because of thkope laid up for you in
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Fathe heaven

glory, may give to you apirit of wisdom

and of revelation in the knowledge of Him. 9 For this reason also, since the day we

18, thatth f heart b heardof it, we_have not ceased to pray for
llprr?y ‘3 € eﬁ]/es 0 yOt.J"rkear m:y € you and to ask that you may be filled with
enlightened, so that you will know whate theknowledge of His willin all spiritual

hODe of His Ca”|ng,What are the riches of wisdom and understanding'
the glory of Hisinheritance in the saints
joyously*?giving thanks to the Father, who
has qualified us to share in timheritance
of the saints in Light.

?!far aboveall rule and authority and %whetherthrones or dominions or rulers
power and dominion, or authorities—all things have been
created through Him and for Him.

Exercise 3: Based on the comparison of Ephesiansda@olossians above, answer the
following questions:

1. What does Paul mean by the word, “redemption”?

2. What does Paul mean by the “summing up of algghin Christ™?
3. What is the common reason for Paul’s thanksgi¥in

4. What is “the hope of His calling” in Eph. 1: 17?

5. What does Paul often pray for with regard todwelrs? Does he pray for material prosperity or
something else?
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Ephesian:

New Testament Epistles

Colossian:

2'And youwere dead in your trespasses and
sins, 2in which you formerly walked according to
the course of this world, according to the printe
the power of the air, of the spirit that is now
working in the sons of disobedienéAdmong

them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our

flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of &
mind, and were by nature children of wrath, ever

as the rest? But God, being rich in mercy, becaus
of His great love with which He loved dgven
when we were dead in our transgressions,
made us alive together with Christ (by grace

you have been saved),

1 Therefore remember that formerly you, the
Gentiles in the flesh, who are called
"Uncircumcision " by the so-called
"Circumcision," which is performed in the

flesh by human hands
“For He Himself is our peace, who made both

groups intoone andbroke down the barrier of the
dividing wall, ' bg abolishing in His flesh the

enmity, which isthe |_aw of commandments

containedin ordinances, S0 that in Himself He

might make the two into one new mamys
establishing peace,

3*that by revelation there was made known to me thd
mystery, as | wrote before in brie"fo referring to this,
when you read you can understand my insight irgo th
mystery of Christ, Swhich in other generations was nd
made known to the sons of men, as it has now been
revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in igtS

to be specificthat theGentiles are fellow heirs and
fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of
the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel,

3¥To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was
given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomables
of Christ,’and to bring to light what ithe
administration of the mystery which for ages
has been hidden in God who created all things;

*put speaking the truth in love, we are to growrupli
aspectsnto Him who is théhead evenChrist,**from

whom the whole body being fitted and held

together by what every joint supplies, according
to the proper working of each individual part, cssithe
growth of the body for the building up of itself in love,

1% And although you were formerly
alienated and hostile in mind
engagedn evil deeds,*’yet He has
now reconciled you in His fleshly body
through death, in order to present you
before Him holy and blameless and
beyond reproach—

2 When you werelead in your
transgressions and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, He
made you alive together with Him,
having forgiven us all our

transgressions;' having canceled out
the certificate of debt consisting of
decrees against us, which was hostile

to us; and He has taken it out of the
way, having nailed it to the cross.

2''and in Him you were also
circumcised with a circumcision

made without hands, in the removal
of the body of the flesh by the
circumcision of Christ;

1 %*s0 that | might fully carry out the
preaching othe word of God?®that is
themystery which has been hidden

from thepastages and generations, by
has now been manifested to His saint
%"to whom God willed to make known
what is the riches of the glory of this

mystery among the Gentiles, which is
Christ in you, the hope of glory.

2’that their hearts may be encouraged,
having been knit together in love, and
attainingto all the wealth that comes from
the full assurance of understanding,
resultingin atrue knowledge of God's
mystery, that is, Christ Himself,®in
whom arehidden all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge.

Yand not holding fast to tHeead.from
whom the entire body being supplied
and held together by the joints and

ligaments, grows with agrowth which is
from God
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Ephesians

New Testament Epistles

Colossians

4**that, in reference to your former manner of lifeu
lay aside the old self, which isbeing
corruptedin accordance with the lusts of dec&and
that yoube renewed in the spirit of your mind**and
put on the new self, which in the likeness of
6od has been created in righteousness and

holiness of the truth.?*Therefore, laying aside
falsehood, SPEAK TRUTH EACH ON& youWITH
HIS NEIGHBOR, for we are members of one another

5 3But immorality or any impurity or greed must noeev

be named among you. as is proper among séautst
there must be nfilthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting

which are not fitting, but rather giving of thank&or this
you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure
person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and Gddet no one

deceive you with empty wordfqr because of these
things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of
disobedience.

5%2Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to
the Lord. #For the husband is the head of the wife, as
Christ also is the head of the church, He Himieihgthe
Savior of the body**But as the church is subject to
Christ, so also the wivasught to bdo their husbands in
everything?Husbands, love your wives, just as
Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up
for her, ?°so that He might sanctify her, having cleanse
her by the washing of water with the woftthat He

might present to Himself the church in all her glor
having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; buttshe
would be holy and blamele$8So husbands ought also t
love their own wives as their own bodies. He wheeko
his own wife loves himself®for no one ever hated his
own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, jusiiasst
alsodoesthe church®*because we are members of His
body.

6! Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is

right.* Eathers. do not provoke your children to anger,
bring them up in the discipline and instructiorttué Lord.
®Slaves, be obedient to those who are your

masters according to the flesh, with fear and
trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as tari€h®not
by way of eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as slave;

of Christ, doinghe will of God from the heart. ' With

good will render service, as to the Lord, and nanhen

3° But now you also, put them all
aside: anger, wrath, malice, slands
andabusive speech from your
mouth.? Do not lie to one another,
since youaid aside the old

self with its evil practices*®and

have put on the new self who
is being renewed to a true

knowledge according to the
image of the One who
created him—

3° Therefore consider the membe
of your earthly body as dead to

immorality, impurity, passion, evil
desire, and greed, which amounts
idolatry. ®For it is because of these

things that the wrath of God will
come upon the sons of
disobedience,

3'® Wives, be subject to your
husbands, as is fitting in the
Lord. *Husbands, love your
wives and do not be
embittered against them.
Children, be obedient to your
parents in all things, for this is well-
pleasing to the Lord.

1 Fathers. do not exasperate your
children, so that they will not lose

heart.?? Slaves, in all things
obey those who are your
masters on earth, not with
external service, as those who
merelyplease men, but with
sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord

ZWhatever you do. do vour work
heartily, as for the Lord rather that

for men,

S
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8knowing that whatever good thing each one , 2 knowing that from the

does, this he will receive back from the Lord, Lord you will receive the

whether slave or free. reward of the inheritance. It
is the Lord Christ whom you
serve.

° And masters, do the same things to them, and give| 4! Masters, grant to your slaves
threatening, knowing that both their Master andrgas | justice and fairness, knowing tha
in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him. you too have a Master in heaven

One can see that any serious studgaolbssiansmust also include the study Bphesiansand
vice versa (the other way around). The interpreseruse the words and phrases of one book to
understand the meaning of words and phrases iotkiee book.

Exercise 4: Based on the comparison of Ephesiansda@olossians above, answer the
following questions:

1. If a person is living in the lusts of the flemid of the mind, can he claim any neutrality tavar
God? Explain your answer.

2. What is the “uncircumcision of the flesh”?

3. What is the symbolical significance of OT ciratision? That is, what did OT circumcision
signify?

4. What is the “certificate of debt” which Chrisisiremoved?

5. Provide a full definition of “the mystery”?

6. What is different in the tense of the verbs esning “laying aside the old self"? What is the
significance of this difference?

7. What are the characteristics of the “new self"?

8. What is “true knowledge™?

9. What one word could be used to describe the ‘bnaiity, impurity, and greed” in

Eph. 5: 3?

10. Explain the significance of the differencehe tense of the verbs in Eph. 5: 6 and
Col. 3: 6, “comes upon the sons of disobedience™arll come upon the sons of disobedience”?
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11. In Eph. 5: 22, the words “be subject” are natuded in the Greek text. The text literally
reads, “Wives, to your own husbands...” Other thanithmediate context of Eph. 5: 21, what
other good reason do we have to include the wobeéssubject™?

12. What is another word for “eyeservice”?
13. What does Paul mean by masters “accordingetfieébh”?

14. In Eph. 6: 6, what is “the will of God™? Whddes it consist of?

15. What did the slave and the earthly master mmagemmon?
Other examples of comparing one text with another:

So also we, while we were children, were held indage under thelemental thingsof the
world. (Galatians 4:3 NASB)

°But now that you have come to know God, or rathdre known by God, how is it that you turn
back again to theveak and worthless elemental thingso which you desire to be enslaved all
over again?®You observe days and months and seasons and Yédesr for you, that perhaps |
have labored over you in vain. (Galatians 4:9-1198A

8See to it that no one takes you captive througlopbphy and empty deception, according to the
tradition of men, according to tledementary principles of the world rather than according to
Christ. (Colossians 2:8 NASB)

29f you have died with Christ to thementary principles of the world why, as if you were
living in the world, do you submit yourself to dees, such a&'"Do not handle, do not taste, do
not touch!"??(which allrefer tothings destined to perish with use)—in accordanitie the
commandments and teachings of men? (Colossians22: RASB)

C. Compare words and phrases in books by differerduthors.

Not only can we compare words and phrases in bopltse same author, it is also helpful to
compare the works of other authors. Consider thielwshadow' found in bothColossiansand
Hebrews.

*Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regmfdod or drink or in respect to a festival
or a new moon or a Sabbath da¥/things which are anereshadow of what is to come; but
thesubstance belongs to Christ. (Colossians 2:16-17 NASB)

*Now if He were on earth, He would not be a pri¢stliasince there are those who offer the
gifts according to the Lawwho serve @opy and shadow of the heavenly things, just as
Moses was warneoly Godwhen he was about to erect the tabernacle; foriz"SHe says,
"THAT YOU MAKE all things ACCORDING TO THE PATTERNVHICH WAS SHOWN
YOU ON THE MOUNTAIN." (Hebrews 8:4-5 NASB)
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For the Law, since it hamnly ashadow of the good things to consndnotthe very form

of things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they effetinually year by year, make
perfect those who draw near. (Hebrews 10:1 NASB)

From the preceding texts, we may conclude thatgdhadow” (Col. 2: 17) refers to the things
ordained in the Mosaic administration—ceremonigutations concerning food and drink,
festival days, new moons, or Sabbath days. “Whet come” (Col. 2: 17) refers to the “heavenly
things” (Heb. 8: 5) or “the good things to come’efid 10: 1). The “heavenly things” are the
same as “the very form of things” or “the substawbéch belongs to Christ.” All the copies in the
OT pointed to Christ who fulfilled these copiesutBow that the substance has come, the
Colossians should not focus their attention upenctipies or shadows, but upon Christ Himself.

D. Use the analogy of faith to determine the meangnof words and
phrases

What isthe body of the fleshin Col. 2: 11? The NIV renders the verse in tHof@ing way:

In him you were also circumcised, time putting off of the sinful nature, not with a
circumcision done by the hands of men but withdiheumcision done by Christ,”
(Colossians 2:11 NIV).

Therefore, in the opinion of the NIV translataise removal of the body of the fleshs
equivalent to (the same thing &s¢ putting off of the sinful nature. Thisputting off can

be accomplished only ke circumcision of Christ. But this begs another questioihat is
the circumcision of Christ? For that matter, what ¢rcumcision, and what did it represent to
those who practiced it?

The question concerning the meaning of circumcisiust be answered according to &malogy
of Scripture or theanalogy of faith. Theanalogy of faithis another expression f&tep 4in the
Steps of Exegesis: Relate message to broader bibliand theological framework(Wolvaardt,
HTIB, p. 79). For a more detailed explanation of thel@gy of faith, see miermeneutics—
Principles of Biblical Interpretation, “The Analogyof Faith”, pp. 3-11. The analogy of faith
basically means th&cripture interprets Scripture.

The analogy of the faith implies that the broadertext of any passage of Scripture is the whole
Bible. The word “context” in the English langudgerally means “woven together”. Therefore,
we believe that the Bible has been woven togethsuch a way that every text of Scripture
relates in some way to every other text of Scrgtufherefore, what we learn about circumcision
in the OT has a very important bearing for everyioa of circumcision in the NT.

In the Old Covenant, all male Israelites (eveneasaand servants) were required to be
circumcised.

“And every male among you who is eight days oldldf&acircumcised throughout your
generations, aervantwho is born in the house or who is bought with mypoirem any
foreigner, who is not of your descendants.” (Gené3i12 NASB)

Anyone refusing circumcision would leet off or excluded from the nation of Israel.
“But an uncircumcised male who is not circumcisethie flesh of his foreskin, that
person shall beut off from his people; he has broken My covenant.” (Gen&7:14 NASB)
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In circumcision, the flesh covering the male seyaor (theforeskin) wascut off or removed.
Therefore, either thioreskin would be removed or th@erson himselfwould be removed. This
was not simply an external sign that the natiopr@sented by the male population) belonged to
God. Some Sudanese have the marking of their ¢tuibato their foreheads, identifying them as
belonging to a certain tribe in Sudan. | am noa@@nof what this marking means, but it likely
symbolizes certain obligations and responsibiliteethe tribe. Likewise, circumcision in the OT
was far more than an external badge of memberstigeh under one’s clothing. Rathgr,
symbolized the covenant obligationsf the nation and wh&ind of nation Israel wasupposed
to be—namely, a holgation. The removal of the flesh from the male sggan symbolized the
removal of thesinful flesh or thesinful nature—the obligation to keep God'’s lawdow do we
know this? From the OT we learn that the Israghtere commanded to circumcise or remove
the foreskin®f their hearts.

Socircumcise your heart and stiffen your neck no longer. (Deuteronomyl6QVASB)

Circumcise yourselves to the LORD An@move the foreskins of your heartMen of
Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, Or else Myhwrét go forth like fire And burn
with none to quench it, Because of thal of your deeds" (Jeremiah 4:4 NASB)

But although they wereesponsibleto circumcise their hearts, they wengableto do so.
Although Israelites could circumcise the male segyan, they could not circumcise the heart
which representethe whole person or inner beingOnly God could do this. Thus, they were
promised that one day this inward, heart circurocisvould be accomplished byvine initiative,
not by human effort.

Moreoverthe LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of yoascendants,
to love the LORD your God with all your heart andhaall your soul, so that you may live.
(Deuteronomy 30:6 NASB)

From the NT we learn thétue circumcision was not theutward circumcision of literal flesh but
circumcision of the heart by the Spirit.

8For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, noriisurncision that which is outward in the
flesh.?’But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circunatiss that which is of the heahty

the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from piert from God. (Romans 2:28-29
NASB)

Thecircumcision of the heart by the Spiritis the kind of circumcision Paul is talking abaut
Col. 2: 11, the circumcision mag@athout hands—that is, withouhuman hands using a sharp
knife. Moreover, if a person is not circumcisedeart, he will beut off from the Lord’s people
on the Day of Judgment just as uncircumcised lgeselvere physically cut off from the nation of
Israel (Gen. 17: 14).

By using theanalogy offaith—Scripture interprets Scripture—we now sed tha circumcision
of the OT symbolizedegeneration—the renewal of the heart by the Holy Spirit (Bit.5). As
the circumcision of the OT symbolized the cuttiriad the sinful flesh, water baptism in the NT
symbolizes the renewal and cleansing of the whetegn. We are, as it were, raised from the
dead and made alive—cleansed bywheshing of regeneration_and renewing by the Holy
Spirit (Tit. 3: 5; synonymous parallelism). Therefore, @amnot attribute (give as a quality)
saving benefits to water baptism any more thardtaelites could attribute saving benefits to
circumcision. Just as true circumcision in the@as circumcision of the heart, true baptism is
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baptism by the Holy Spirit. The ritual itself wilbt save us; only God can save us through the
supernatural act of the Holy Spirit.

In Col. 2: 12-13,Paul assumes more than meser baptism but rathegpiritual baptism which
is accompanied bfaith. Nevertheless, he uses the external sign asyédegy of what happens
to the true believer.

?having been buried with Him in baptism, in whictuywere also raised up with Him
through faith in the working of God, who raised Hirom the dead*When you were dead in
your transgressions and the uncircumcision of yiesh, He made you alive together with
Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions,|l@Ssians 2:12-13 NASB)

As Christ was crucified and buried, so the beliegelso crucified and buried with Christ; and as
Christ is raised from the dead, the believer isedifrom the dead with Christ. From the
construction of v. 13, to baead in your transgressionss equivalent to being uncircumcised, an
uncircumcision that cannot refer to the state of being physicatigircumcised. Rather, it refers
to the uncircumcision of the human heart (see @dreaces above).

Therefore we can see that it really tak#f the Bible to interpredbne part or one wordof the
Bible. The meaning of words and phrases will beeonore evident to us as we familiarize
ourselves with the whole Bible.

[ll. Literary Context (cf. Daniel Doriani, Getting the Message—A Plan for Intereting
and Applying the BibleChapter 3)

If we are taking only a section @oblossiansas our preaching, teaching, or devotional text, we
must determine where the selected text fits intovthole book. In other words, whytlss text

in this particular location in the book amdwhereelse (cf. DorianiGetting the Messagep. 35-
36). | would like to suggest that you form the halbiteaching, preaching, or having devotional
readings from whole books of the Bible rather thalected texts. The only way to determine
why a selected text is in a certain portion oftbek is to be thoroughly acquainted with the
whole book; therefore, why not preach, teach, wdysthe whole book rather than a few selected
passages from the book? Determining the reasatsfepecific position in the book will require
careful exegesis.

Studying the literary context is analogous to thrmna stone into a lake of still water while
watching the ripples radiate out from the poininppact. The point of the stone’s impact is the
text you are studying, while the ripples represkatimmediate and broader context of the text in
guestion. “The closer the circle is to the cefyeur text), the more it influences your passage”
(Doriani, p. 33).
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1. Text you are studying .
(e.g. Col. 3: 1-4) 2. Immediate context of the

6. The whole Bible or text you are studying

the analogy of faith (paragraph or section) (e.g.
Col. 2: 20-23; Col. 3: 5-11)

5. Broader
context of
other books,
especially
books written
by the same
author (e.g.
Ephesians)

4. The broader context of the
whole book in which the text is
found (e.g. the whole book of
Colossians)

3. Broader context of the text
you are studying. Several
paragraphs or sections (e.qg.
Col. 2: 1-23; Col.3:; E-25)

Six Principles governing the study of the literarycontext (Doriani, pp. 34-39).

A. Interpret single verses in light of their immedate context(Doriani, p. 34).

For example, who does “Him” refer to in L46? Aatiolg to the immediate context, “him” refers
to the “Son” in L42(Col. 1: 13-16).

(41) *For He rescued us from the domain of darkness,

(42) and transferred us to the kingdom of His betbSon,

(43) *in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of.sins
(44) 15 He is the image of the invisible God,

(45) the firstborrof all creation.

(46) *®For by Him all things were created,

(47) bothin the heavens and on earth,

But who is “He” in L41? To determine this, we mbsick up another verse in the text where we
find that “the Father” is thantecedent—the word occurring before the pronouhgtword to
which the pronoun refers.

(38) joyously*?giving thanks to th€ather,

(39) who has qualified us to share in the inheo&a

(40) of the saints in Light.

(41) *ForHe rescued us from the domain of darkness,

B. Interpret paragraphs and episodes in light of tle paragraphs or events
around them (Doriani, p. 34).

1. ConsiderCol. 2: 16-17 (L157-163).How do we interpret these two verses? Firstkmav
thatthereforeis areason indicator pointing to something said previously. “Thereforge will
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go back to thereviousparagraph to see if we can discover some cluesr8efe do this,
however, we must examine the text in question.

(157) 16 Therefore Referring to something he said previously whichhage not fully determined
< 9 9 P y y

(158) no one is to act a®UuR judge

Someone is judging the Colossians. How are
(159) in rcgard to food or drink they judging them?

They are judging them about what they eat and
drink and about the keeping of certain days and
festivals.

(160) orin respectto a festival or a new moon

(161) or a Sabbath clay—

(162) *"things which are anereshadow of what is to coma; According to the immediate context, the

things mentioned in L159-161 arenaere
shadow. A shadow of what?

(163) but thesubstancebelongs to Christ.

A shadow is only a mere outline of something that has nsotestance. If | see my wife’s
shadow, | don’t hug the shadow; | hug my wife whada the shadow. Specifically, | hug
my wife’s body. In the Greek, the wosdma(body) occurs in L163 and is translated
substance. Thus, the laws concerning food, drink, festivalsa®@abbath day were shadows
of a moresubstantial body, the body of Christ, &hrist Himself.

2. Now let’s considefol. 2: 8-15 (L126-156Wwhich occurs before the text under examination.

(126) 8 See to it that no one takes you captive Taken captivehrough or by
® > means ofphilosophy and

(127) through_philosophy and empty deception, empty deception

(128) according to the tradition of men, —
Elementary principles is also
\\ used in L175. See Gal. 4: 3,9

(129) according to the elementary principles of the world,

(130) rather than according to Christ. \ Note the repetition dccording o,
(131) 9For in HImM + Philosophy and empty deceptiare
—>

contrasted to Christ.

(132) all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodilgrin,

() AN — : — .
10 . . Notice that in Christ the Colossians were
(133) *%anp IN HIM complete The false teachers, on the other
hand, were insisting that they hadaitd
(134) you have been made complete, something to Christ—rules and regulations
< about food, ceremonial laws, worshiping

_ | angels, seeing visions, severe treatment of the
(135) anD He is the head over all rule and authori| body, etc. Thus, Paul says that none of thig is

O [ ] |—| |—| necessary because Christ completes them.
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(136) **anp IN HIM you wereaLso circumcised

(137) with a circumcision made without hands,
> 2+

made without handsis an analogy for “without
human effort”. The Israelite could be
circumcised in the flesh by human hands, but
only God could circumcise his hearithout
human hands.

(138) in the removal of the body of the flesh
&)

(139) by the circumcision of Christ;

(140) **having beenburied With Him in baptism

° =

(141) in which youvere also raised upvith Him
S

&
<«

Since the false teachers laid such emphasis o

Jewish ceremonialism, it is also likely that they

requiredcircumcision as well, as did the false
teachers in Galatia (see Gal. 5: 1-11). Here P
says that the Colossians were already
“circumcised” through faith in Christ. Only
Christ can remove the sinful flesh (sinful

disposition)—not man-made religion (cf. L187).

Thus, the circumcision of Christ issairitual
circumcision. Paul uses a play on wa

-

aul

(142) through faith in the working €0d,
:{>D

(143) who raisedHim from the dead.

Notice the repetition ofND IN Him andwiTH
Him as well asAND He. The entire passage is
saturated with Christ and later with God the
Father. Therefore, Christ is all we ne

A<—+ 4

(144) "*When you were dead
4—

(145) in your transgress%ns

&

Through faith (L142) is instrumental. That is, throug
the instrument of faith, we are raised up with &tri
Our faith does not save us, but we lay hold of &ty
means of faith.

(146) and the uncircumcision of your flesh,

(147) He made you alive togethwvith Him,
AN

(148) havmg forgiven us all our transgressions,

L ASY 4

All our transgressions are forgiven. We don't
need to obey a list of man-made rules to
achieve what Christ has already achieved.

(149) **having canceled out thertificate of debt
(150) consisting offecrees againstus, @@

(151) which was hostile to us;
(152) AND He has taken it out of the way,

(153) baving nailed it to the cross.
N +

(154) *When He had disarmed the rulers and authorit

‘ [

F

(155) He made a public display of them,
AN -

(156) havmg triumphed over therARROUGH Him.
[ ::>+

us as a certificate declaring our
indebtedness to God. Vaéeve God our
obedience, but we have not obeyed.
Christ takes our debt and nails it to His

further exegesis of this text below.

What is this certificate of debt or decrees$
against us? The law of God stands agaif

cross (cf. Eph. 2: 14-15; Mk. 15: 26). Se

St

Notice all the verbs whose action is
the past—-made alive, having
forgiven, having cancelled, has

made a public display, having
triumphed. Christ has already
accomplished redemption.

taken, having nailed, had disarmed,

We have not even scratched the surface of thigpgwh, but at least you can see Hoal. 2: 8-
15 helps us understand what Paul says immediateywedtds inCol. 2: 16-17and furtherv.
18-23. The false teachers were trying to convince thie€3mans thasomething morevas
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needed for salvation and sanctification. Chriss m@a enough But in the preceding paragraph,
Col. 2: 8-15 it is crystal clear that Christ is thauthor and perfecter’of our faith (Heb. 12: 2).
We arecompletein Him, needing nothing more. The repetitioniroHim, with Him, and
through Him should be noted. To be right with God, there ithimy left for us to do except to
belief by faith in what Christ has done for us.isTis the burden of Paul's message.

C. Try to determine why your text belongs preciselyhere it is and
nowhere els&Doriani, p. 35).

1. ConsiderColossians 2: 1-5focusing on L106-117.

(100) * For | want you to know

(101) how great a struggle | have on your behalf
(102) and for those who are at Laodicea,

(103) and for all those who have not personalgnsay face,
(104) %that their hearts may be encouraged,

(105) having been knit together in love,

(106) andattaining to all the wealth that comes

(207) from the full assurance of understanding,
(108) resultingin a true knowledge of God's mystery,
(209) that is, Christ Himself,

(110) 3in whom are hidden all the treasures

(111) of wisdom and knowledge.

(112) *I say this so that no one will delude you

(113) with persuasive argument.

(114) *For even though | am absent in body,

(115) nevertheless | am with you in spirit,

(116) rejoicing to see your good discipline

(117) and the stability of your faith in Christ.

Since we have studigdiol. 2: 8-23 it should be cleavhy Paul makes this statement (highlighted
in bold letters) here. He is just about to exptaim difference betwedrue wisdom and
knowledge—found only in Christ—and thgo-called wisdom and “secret” knowled@é man-
made religion promoted by the false teachers. false teaching in Colossae—a mixture of
Jewish legalism, the worship of angels, and Gnestoeticism, etc.—waggersuadingsome of

the Colossian Christians to go astray from the Baiyp of their faith in Christ. Notice v. 4, “I

say thisso thatno one will delude you with persuasive argumedtlgssians 2:4 NASB)

What was theersuasive argumen? From the literary context, we really don’t knantil we
come to Col. 2: 8-23 which describes several aspgdheelementary principlesincluding
dietary restrictions, the legalistic keeping oftaar ceremonial days and festivals, worship of
angels, visions, etc. which the false teachers wesirgy topersuadethe Colossians to join their
religious club. Therefore, Col. 2: 1-5 occurs jwsiere it does and nowhere elsénivoduce
what Paul has to say about the Gnostic heresy whasha legalistic means of salvation.

2.We have already dealt witbol. 2: 8-15in detail. After this section, Paul then says,
“Therefore” inv. 16. Considering what Christ had accomplished witremyt help from the
Colossian Christians, it was “therefore” foolishsttdbmit themselves to man-made rules designed
to save themselves. Thipl. 2: 16-17belongs exactly where it is as ttenclusionto Col. 2:

8-15.
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3. FromColossians 3: 12-14why does Paul place the attributd@fe after the other attributes of
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patiesed forgiveness? Notice that love is last on
the list, but should it not be first?

(224) 12 So, as those who have been chosen of God,
(225) holy and beloved,
(226) put on a heart of compassion, kindness,

compassion

(227) humility, gentleness and patience; kindness
(228) bearing with one another, Love humility
(229) and forgiving each other, gentleness
(230) whoever has a complaint against anyone; patience
(231) just as the Lord forgave you, forbearance

(232) so also should you.
(233) **Beyond all these things
(234) put onlove, which is the perfect bond of unity.

forgiveness

In the list of the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5: 223), love comes first (see also 1 Cor. 13 and Rom.
13: 8). Here Paul is saying that love is timfying principle for all the other attributes
mentioned in vv. 12-14. To put it another way,das theglue which binds all the other graces
together. Without love, we can go through the @uthhmotions of compassion, kindness,
patience, forgiveness, etc; but without genuine lthey will be hypocritical.

D. Look for thematic statements that introduce or nterpret an entire
section(Doriani, p. 37).

A thematic statementis a statement which summarizes or describes arlaagtion.

1. (Colossians 2:6-7 NASB)
Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus thé sowalk in Him,” having been firmly
rootedand nowbeing built up in Him and established in your fajtist as you were
instructed and overflowing with gratitude.”

| am suggesting the above verses #ematic statemenfor Chapter 2. Why? Because in the
remainder of chapter 2, Paul explains what it méamslk in Christ and to bestablished in
your faith. To walk in Christ means that they must not lkemaeaptive to false philosophies
according to théraditions of men and notaccording to Christ. To walk in Christ also requires
that they understand that they ammplete(L34) in Christ alone and do not need to obey any
man-made rules and regulations (L157-187) to mag&mselves completelhe body of the flesh
(L138) has been removed by Chrisspiritual circumcision (L136-139). No man-made
religion will be effective againdteshly indulgence(L187).

2. Colossians 3: 1-4erves as a thematic statemeniJot. 3: 5—4: 1

Therefore if you have been raised up with Chrisgkseeking the things above, where Christ
is, seated at the right hand of Gé8et your mind on the things above, not on the ththgt

are on eartt’.For you have died and your life is hidden with Ghin God.

*When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then wisp will be revealed with Him in glory.
(Colossians 3:1-4 NASB)
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Immediately after this thematic statement, andfeihg through 4: 1, Paul gives practical
instructions and commands for living the Christiéa The only way to live it is to keep our
minds focused on Christ and the future grace iredtr us at the consummation of His kingdom.

E. Look for repeated words or phrasegDoriani, p. 37)

We have demonstrated this principle in our analgt{Sol. 2: 8-15and2: 9-23. The repetition of
pronouns referring to Christ or God the Fatheras/asive throughout the passageHim, with
Him, He, who—pronouns referring either to Christ or God the EathNotice also the repetition
of all things andheaven and earthin Col. 1: 15-20indicating that God has reconciled the whole
created universe to Himself through Christ.

F. Locate your text in the purpose of its sectionrad the whole book(Doriani,
p. 38).

1. Consider Paul's exhortations to wives, husbandkefa, children, and slaves in
Col. 3: 18-25. Why does Paul insert these exhortations here r#therat the first of the book?

¥nives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting inLtbesl. ** Husbands love your wives and do not
be embittered against thefiChildren, be obedient to your parents in all things, fos th well-
pleasing to the Lord!Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that theyneil lose heart?

Slaves in all things obey those who are your mastersanth, not with external service, as those who
merelyplease men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing ttlrd.>*Whatever you do, do your work
heartily, as for the Lord rather than for m&knowing that from the Lord you will receive the rand

of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom yarrve *For he who does wrong will receive the
conseqguences of the wrong which he has done, ahevitihout partiality. (Colossians 3:18-25 NASB)

Without the context, these commands seem like dorarlist of do’s and don’ts. But look back
at the immediate context @ol. 3: 12-17.

1250, as those who have been chosen of God, holpelnded, put on a heart of compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patienttsearing with one another, and forgiving each other,
whoever has a complaint against anyone; just akdtiforgave you, so also should ybtBeyond

all these thingput onlove, which is the perfect bond of unityLet the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, to which indeed you were called in one bady be thankful’Let the word of Christ richly
dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and adnighing one another with psalmedhymnsand
spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in ybearts to God’ Whatever you do in word or deed,
doall in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thankeugh Him to God the Father. (Colossians 3:12-
17 NASB)

Therefore, the commands for husbands, wives, et} be interpreted within the context of Col.
3:12-17. What does a wife’s submission to hebhod consist of? It consists of the qualities
mentioned in vv. 12-17—compassion, kindness, htynijjentleness, patience, forgiveness, and
thanksgiving. What does the husband’s love fomhis consists of? The same qualities.
Children’s obedience to parents? Same qualidesl so on. Thus, we see that the instructions to
individual members of the family and to slavesisated exactly where it needs to be—following
the more general character qualities which shoalttie of all Christians. Paul simply proceeds
from thegeneralto thespecific There are general principles of behavior whigplyato
everyone(vv. 12-17), but the application of these genpraiciples are specific faach

individual . In other words, the humility of a father towdnid child will not be applied in the
same way as the humility of the child toward hitiés. The father is the head of the family while
the child must be in subordination to the fathéet, both father and child are exhorted to be
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humble. In the same sense, a master may not tiatkhe must be humble toward his slave, but
Paul says otherwise. Humility would require theg tnaster refrain from unjust accusations and

threats (Eph. 6: 9).

3. Consider the following text fror@ol. 2: 13-14 Why does Paul say thiere in this particular

section rather than elsewhere? We have lookdd
explanation.

sateixt previously, but it requires more

(144) *When you wereleacl
4_
(145) in your transgressﬁns
==

3When you werelead

He made youwlive together with Him,

in your transgressions
and the uncircumcision of your fles

a
b
b
a

(146) and the uncircumcision of your fles

&)
(147) He made yourlinve togeter witH Him,
STy =~
(148) having forgiven us all our transgressjon

ARy 4

hostile to us;

I

Stylistic features—parallelisms aathiasms

!

having forgiven us all our transgressions

having canceled out the certificate of del
consisting of decreemjainst us
which washostile to us

and He has taken it out of the way,

having nailed it to the cross.

O 0 oo

See alternative structure in appendix.

(151) whic

h was
==& «

it out of the way,

4

it to the cross.

(152) AND He has taken
4—

AN

(153) having nailed

Chiasm—“c” consists of the past tense verbs of
L148-149 and L152-15@aving forgiven, having
cancelled out, has taken, having nailedjoupled
with transgressions, certificate of debt, jtand
which—pronouns referring to the certificate of
debt.

The“d” part is the effect of this certificate. It wa
against usor hostile to us.

_I_

Whatever theertificate of debtwas, it wasagainst

usandhostile to us. However, this

certificate camo longerbe against us because God the Father (cf.hag}jaken it out of the
way andnailed it to the crossof Christ. Thiscertificate, therefore, no longer has any relevance
for the Christiaras far as judgment and condemnation are conceveatever it is, it is not

hostileto us as believers. But what is it?

It is helpful at this point to refer back to ouagram

on p. 35, the “ripple principle” of studying

the broader context of a passagé—Broader context of other books, especially bootittem by the
same author.”Or, you could say we are applying @uealogy of faith. In the epistle to the

Ephesians Paul says,

For He Himself is our peace, who mdztgh groups

intoone and broke down thmarrier of the

dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmityhich isthe Law of commandmentscontained
in ordinances so that in Himself He might make the two iote new manthusestablishing peace,

(Ephesians 2:14-15 NASB)
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“Both groups” and “the two” refer to Jews and Gentiles who aw®nciled to God and to one
another in the gospel. Thaw of commandmentscontainedn ordinancesseems to be an
obvious reference to tleeremonial lawsconcerning foods, festivals, ritual purity, and
circumcisior—a dividing wall between Jews and Gentiles. Tbéasrier is now broken down,
thus enabling both Jew and Gentile to makeng new manin Christ. Gentiles no longer have
to obey Jewish ceremonial laws, including circunacisto be part of the family of God. Many
commentators interpret the passage in this manddiigm Hendriksen and Calvin, to name only
two). TheLaw of commandmentscontainedin ordinancesare theceremonial lawsof Moses
pertaining to food, circumcision, etc. which digturshed between Jew and Gentile.

If this interpretation is applied toansgressions, certificate of debtanddecreesin Col. 2, it
would certainly fit themmediate contexof 2: 16-23. In these verses, Paul tells the Gidos
not to allow anyone to be thgirdge concerning foods, festivals, Sabbath days, orlrdustoms
pertaining to clean and uncle@idon’t handle...don’t touch”). If such laws have bedaken
away andnailed to the crossthen they can no longer be used as records ahdabtedness—a
certificate of debtor judgments against our behavior.

Paul, therefore, forbids the Colossians to yielduoh outmoded, obsolete requirements which
have been done away in Christ. Hendriksen andiCalso interpret Col. 2: 13-14 in the same
way as Eph. 2: 15, as a referenceacemonial laws(although, in my opinion, Hendriksen is
somewhat ambiguous).

But | see problems with this interpretation. Accogdin the structure of the passage (see above),
having canceled out the certificate of debL149) is equivalent to (the same &s)ing
forgiven all our transgressions(L148). Many questions arise:

* Is Paul referring only to transgressiarfgheceremonial lav®

* Are only these types of transgressiémgjiven (L148)?

* Are they the only transgressionailed to the crossof Christ (L153)?

* Furthermore, were the Colossians spiritudiyad (L144) because they had broken
ceremonial laws or because they had broken moseda

It is, therefore, doubtful to me that Paul (in Gdians) idimiting the meaning ofertificate of
debt anddecrees against us ceremonial laws. | believe that he is speakmage generally of
thelaw of Godas it was revealed tmoth Jews and Gentiles aiifferent ways. To the Jews the
law wasformally codifiedin the Law of Moses thatcluded ceremonial institutions pointing to
the sacrifice of Christ. To the Gentiles, the @ws0d was not given in a formal document, but
wasrevealed to the conscien¢®om. 1: 18-32—demonstrating the usehef analogy of faitl).
Reading the OT prophets (again, the analogy df)aite see clearly that God did not send the
nation into exile because they failed to bringthiéial sacrifices. Rather, they were exiled
because omoral corruptionand their failure to take care of the orphan widow, and the poor
(cf. Isaiah 1:13-20; Jeremiah 7:21-23).

Looking at these OT texts, we get the distinct ggion that God was far more concerned about
thekeeping of His moral lawthan He was witlteremonial institutiong(although He was
concerned with both. Remember poor Uzzah; 2 Sagv.7§. The reason for this is that the
ceremonial requirements were given for the purpdsmsuring obedience to the moral code, not
the other way around. In other words, the mordkecdid not have the purpose of ensuring
obedience to ceremonial rituals. That this isssemident in Isaiah’s criticism of the apostate
nation in Isaiah 1. It is also evident in the fdet Christians must no longer keep certain
ceremonial regulations about food, drink, clothifagming, etc. which are included in the case
laws; yet, our obedience to moral commands isrstyjuired.

43
Westminster Theological College and Seminary—Ugandfin—February, 2011



Biblical Interpretation New Testament Epistles

However, without obedience to His moral law, theergnechanical) keeping of ceremonial laws
was a sham (insincere).

| am not alone in this interpretation. Some NTaddals have come to the same conclusion (At
this point, | am invoking Step 5 of Exegesis: “Réa@rpretations of others; e.g. commentaries”;
see WolvaardtdTIB, p. 79). Commenting on Eph. 2: 14-15, Charlesd¢athakes the following
observation:

The law, however, is viewed int&ofold aspect in this connection. First, it was thidginal covenant
of works demanding perfect obedience, whose conditiond bausatisfied in order to the
reconciliation of men with God. Christ by beingdeaunder the law, Gal. 4: 4, and fulfilling all
righteousness, has redeemed those who were urdiemthHe delivered them from the obligation of
fulfilling its demands as the condition of their gtification before God.In this sense they are not
under the law. Compare Rom. 6: 14; 7: 4, 6; GABZCol. 2: 14 Butsecondly as Christ abolished
the law as @ovenant of worksy fulfilling its conditions, so he abolished thtosaic lawby fulfilling

all its types and shadows. He was the end ofativer both these aspectand therefore, it ceased to
bind the people of God igither of these forms. Of this doctrine the whole of New Testament is
full. The epistles especially are in large measieneted to proving that believers are not under th
law in either of these senses, but under grace. Thus it iChiast is our peaceThe abolition of the
law as a covenant of works reconciles us to God #bolition of the Mosaic lajthe ceremonial
element of the Mosaic Lawgmoves the wall between the Jews and GentilEsis is what is here
taught. By abolishing the law of commandments the law in both its forms [moral and ceremonial],
the apostle says, Christ has, first, of the twhim] made one new man, v. 15; and secondly, he has
reconciled both unto God in one body by the cres$6 (Charles Hodg&phesians pp. 130-131;
emphasis and words in brackets mine).

The “abolishing,” therefore, of which the aposteaksdoes not consist in setting the law asjae
suspending it by a sovereign, executive act. dt¢ausing it to cease; or renderingdtlonger

binding by satisfying its demangso that we arpudicially free from it; free not by the act of a
sovereign but by the sentence of a judge; not by pardon, but by justification....The idea probably
is that the law irall its compass, and in all its formso far as it was @ovenantprescribing the
conditions of salvation, igbolished The law of which the apostle here spealmisexclusively the
Mosaic lawf(i.e. the ceremonial law]....It is the law whig@inds the heathen and which is written on
their hearts It is the law from which the death of Christeedhs men. But redemptionnet mere
deliverance from Judaisnfceremonies and rituals] and therefore the lawnfrehich we are freed by
the death of Christ isot merely the law of Mosegs.e. ceremonial law]. Deliverance from the Masai
institutions could not have the effects ascribethefreedom from the law of which Paul speaks. It
could not secure reconciliation to God, justifioatiand holiness, all of which, according to the
apostle, flow from the redemption effected by Cthrihe antithetical [opposing] ideas always
presented in Paul’s writings, on this subject,theclaw and grace, the law and the gospel, thesyst
which says: “Do and live,"—and the system whichssdBelieve and live;"—as, however, the form in
which the law was ever present to the minds ottty Christians was that contained in the Mosaic
institutions; as all, who in that day were legalistere Judaizers, aag the Mosaic economy was
included in the law which Christ abolishedn many cases (as in the passage before us)akpec
reference is had to the lawthat particular form. But in teaching that men cannot be saved by
obedience to the law of Moses, Paul taught thatammot be saved by obedience to the laanin

form. Or rather, by teaching that salvation is nowvofks of any kind, but of grace and through faith,
he teaches it is not by the specific, ceremoniak&enjoined in the law of Moses (Hod@mhesians,
pp. 134-135; emphasis and words in brackets mine).

Nothing in the statement above should be interdretenean that thenoral law of God is no
longer binding on the believer. Jesus said, “li ymve me, keep my commandments”, and His
“‘commandments” included a detailed exposition ef@l law in the Sermon on the Mount (see
also Matt. 5: 17-20). But what Hoddeesmean is that the Christiann® longer under the law
as a covenant document demanding perfect performanthis is what Paul means when he
says, “For sin shall not be master over you, far goenot under law but under grace(Romans
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6:14 NASB). The law as a covenant document demgnaerformance has been superseded
(replaced) by a new and better covenant in whietothligations have already been accomplished
through the active and passive obedience of ClufisHebrews. This does not imply that we are
now lawless; rather, through the atoning work ofi§ttthe Holy Spirit is given to us as a
guarantee of continuing faith which leads to andoda life.

Commenting orCol. 2:13-14 F.F. Bruce says,

Paul insisted that Jews, who had received the @ilaw by revelation, and pagans, who had not
received it—not in the same form, at least—werneeathorally bankrupt before God and equally in
need of his pardoning grace. Jews had disobeadithin the form in which they knew (the law)
pagans had disobeyed it in the form in which thegvk it ¢the inner voice of conscienge..The sins
which have now been forgiven represented, so takspemountain of bankruptcywhich those who
had incurred it were bound to acknowledge but coelkr have any hope of discharging. They had
violated the ordinances of the law, and nothing they might do could afford redress. But Christ
wiped the slate clean and gave them a fresh dtrttook that signed acknowledgement of
indebtedness which stood as a perpetual withes$ssagiaem and cancelled it by his death. It might
even be said that he took tthecument, ordinances and all, and nailed it to lisssas an act of
triumphant defiance in the face of those blackmgifjowers that were holding it over men and
women in order to command their allegiance.

There is perhaps an allusion here to the factahiat.ord’s own accusation was fixed to his cross.
Jesus nails the accusation against his peopletordss, just as his own accusation had been nailed
there Colossians pp. 109-110; emphasis mine).

When we consider the barrier between Jew and @efdil more was involved than the Jewish
ritual requirements of sacrifice and circumcisidrhe Jews hated the Gentiles (calling them
“dogs”), and the Gentiles hated the Jews. It isequossible that some of this hatred was rooted
in the ceremonial requirements distinguishing Jewrs Gentiles. These laws should have
humbled the Jews, but had, instead, made them prodidrrogant (the “frozen chosen”
syndrome). Jewish-Gentile relations were not impdoby the fact that Jews would not even
come under the roof of an uncircumcised GentilegA®: 28—not found in OT law) or that
Gentiles could be put to death for entering in 3bwish courts of the temple (cf. F.F. Bruce,
Acts, pp. 433-434).

Nevertheless, racial hatred was the outgrowth @ntlore radical hatred of man for man; and
more fundamentally, man’s hatred for God. Far nvevald be required to reconcile Jews and
Gentiles than the mere removalrafial requirements. You cannot make friends out of bitter
enemies that easily! Too much water had gone uhédoridge (too much bad history) for
attitudes to change overnight. A radical changeeairt would have to take place, a change of
heart which could only be effected through the reahof enmity between God and man. And
this could only happen if the debt of man’s sin wased to the cross of Christ. By removing the
certificate of debtwhich kept man at a distance, God reconaiteth to Himself But when this
happened, He also reconcileten to other men Men hate other men primarily because they hate
God first, but when the love of God fills their nesathey are rendered capable of loving other
men as themselves.

We must now return to the interpretive princiglecate your text in the purpose of
its section and the whole book.

We may have trouble seeing how Col. 2: 13-14 relaighe exhortations in 2: 16-23. The
connection, | believe, is thi€hrist unites men together hy removing rules, regtibns, and

their violations and by substituting His righteousss in their place. The apostate teachers, on
the other hand_divide men hy imposing new rulesgulations and violations.They become
judges (L158) who add multiple regulations conaggrwhat others can eat and drink, what
clothes to wear (other than considerations of degemnules concerning the observance of the
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Sabbath day, etc. Such added restrictions weeetsdiring unnecessary controversy and a
“clubbish” mentality to the church—*us” versus “thé&

To be sure, some of these regulations, not all g given to the Israelites in the Mosaic
economy bubnly to prevent the nation from being absorbed irf@@naanite idolatry But now
that Christ has come with the outpouring of theyHspirit, such regulations were passé (out of
date and no longer relevant) and would have treceff moving the churcbackwards rather
than forwards—backwards into the outmoded Mosaic system chaiaeteby early childhood
(cf. Gal. 4). For Paul this was “déja vu"—*I've & here before.” When confronting the
Galatian heresy earlier, he had to deal with timeeskind of Jewish legalism within the church.
(Again, using the analogy of faith brof the “ripple principle”.)

But now that you have come to know God, or rathdyet known by God, how is it that you turn back
again to the weak and worthleslemental things to which you desire to be enslaved all over a2/4in
You observe days and months and seasons and yeat$fear for you, that perhaps | have labored
over you in vain. (Galatians 4:9-11 NASB)

Here they are again, thoslementary principlesPaul talks about in Col. 2: 8 and 20 which have
“no value against fleshly indulgence” (v. 23). @me begin focusing on suelementary
principles fit only for the immaturity of children, we will lggn swallowing all

sorts of camels while straining gnats (Matt. 23. 2@r, to use another Biblical analogy, we will
be taking the splinter out of our brother’s eyele/imissing the log in our own.

Basically what Paul is talking abouttiee imposition of man-made rules which limit legitiate
Christian freedom.And whenever man-man rules are instituted, thexealvays those who are
the “rule-makers” who wish to subject everyone étstheir rules. Rather than esteeming the
contributions of other believers (L171-172), sugbeason exalts himself by “delighting in self-
abasement...inflated without cause by his fleshlydlril65, 168).

Many reformed scholars have not included the we8kllybath as falling under Paul’s
examination in Col. 2, but we may ask: By what estegl necessity is it excluded? F.F. Bruce
maintains that the “onus probandi” (the burdenroip) falls upon those who wish to exclude the
weekly Sabbath from Paul’'s statemedblossiansp. 115, footnote). This does not imply that

we are no longer obligated to attend weekly worgbipHeb. 10: 24-25), nor that we are no
longer obligated to keep God’s moral law. Whataes mean is that no one can make up a list of
Sabbath rules for us which cannot be substant{@reded) from Scripture.

IV. Meaning Structure (cf. Wolvaardt, How to Interpret the Biblep. 113)

A. Meaning Blocks

After we determine the meaning of words and phr&Stp 3.3 of WolvaardHTIB, p. 79) we
must determine the meaning structukdeaning blocksare “the main elements that function
together to give the meaning oparagraph.” They “form a network of relationships with each
other” so that “the meaning of a paragraph is ntlea@ just the sum total of the individual blocks
of meaning.” We should look for related ideas floain abasic unit of thought These units (or
meaning blockg, in turn, make up a larger unit of thought caldgzhragraph. Doriani identifies
aparagraph, not a meaning block, as the basic unilistourse analysisGetting the Message
p. 82).

Wolvaardt (pp. 113-1144TIB) gives three purposes for markisignificant meaning
indicators:
(1) to identify the related meanings

(2) to discover stylistic features _ | 1dentifying Meaning blocks
(3) to establish the main syntactic relationshi

46
Westminster Theological College and Seminary—Ugandfin—February, 2011



Biblical Interpretation

New Testament Epistles

Colossians 1: 3-8s a paragraph consisting of five meaning bloske® (p. 116 of WolvaarddTIB, who
uses the NIV. The verses below are NASB). Notie¢ some Bible translations highlight the beginring

paragraphs in bold numbers. Notice the b&ldielow.

(7) 3 We give thanks to God,

(8) the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
(9) praying always for you,

(10) “since we heard

(11) of your faith in Christ Jesus

(12) and the love which you have for all the saints
(13) ®because of the hope laid up for you in heaven,
(14) of which you previously heard

(15) in the word of truth, the gospakhich has come to yqu

(16) just as in all the world also

(17) itis constantly bearing fruit and increasing

(18) even a# has been doin@ you also

(19) since the day you heard of it

(20) and understood the grace of God in tryth

(21) ’just as you learned ifrom Epaphras,

(22) our beloved fellow bond-servant,

(23) who is a faithful servant of Christ on ouhbH,

(24) andhe also informed us of your love in the Spirit

The interpreter should seekdommarize each meaning blodk his own words The purpose of

words

A

doing this is to determine thmeain idea of the meaning block and the paragraph.

Meaning blocks
B which make up a
paragraph. Notice
that they are in the
form of a chiasm.
have used capital
letters to indicate
B meaning blocks
rather than lines or

Examine the possible meaning blocks below fl@atossians 2: 1-23The highlighted words are

clues to determining the meaning blocks.

(Lettersdo not denote stylistic features.)

(100) * For I want yow to-know
(101) how great a struggle | have on your bel
(102) and for those who are at Laodicea,

A

The basic idea in this meaning block is that

Paul is struggling on behalf of others and
wants them to know his concern for them,.
For | want you to know is a transitional
statement marking the meaning block.

(103) and for all those who have not personalgnsay face,

(104) *that their hearts may be encouraged,
(105) having been knit together in love,

(106) andattainingto all the wealth that comes
(207) from the full assurance of understanding,

(108) resultingin atrue knowledge of God's mystery,
(209) that is ChristHimself

(110) *in whom are hidden all the treasures

(111) of wisdom and knowledge.

B

In this meaning block, Paul reveals the
purpose of his strugglethat they may

be encouraged by a full understanding d
who Christ is and what He has done. All
knowledge and wisdom is in Christ.
(Similar idea to L106-108.)

That marks a purpose statement. Itis a
abbreviation foin order that.

(112) *I say this so-that no one will delude you
(113) with persuasive argument.
C

(114) *For even though | am absent in body,
(115) nevertheless | am with you in spirit,
(116) rejoicing to see your good discipline
(117) and the stability of your faith in Christ.

This is an introductory statement for the
rest of the chapter and it has a similar ide
to L100-103 expressing Paul's concern.
Paul does not want the Colossians to be
deceived. Although physically absent, he
present with them in spirit.

| say this so thatis also a transitional
statement which serves to mark another

meaning block

47

Westminster Theological College and Seminary—Ugandfin—February, 2011

—

is



Biblical Interpretation

New Testament Epistles

(118) 6 Therefore

(119) as younave receivedChrist Jesus the Lord,
(120) sowalk in Him,

(121) "having been firmly rooted
(122) and nowbeing built up in Him
(123) and establishedn your faith,
(124) just as yowere instructed,
(125) andoverflowing with gratitude.

D

Although this is a complete paragraph, | s
it as only one meaning block. The main
idea is that the Colossians must continue
living out the same faith they had received
through the apostolic traditionjust as you
were instructed.

Therefore is a reason indicator marking
another meaning block.

(126) 8 See to- itthat no one takes you capti
(127) through philosophy and empty deceptio

E

If they are living out their faith in Christ,
they should not stray away from Christ
by following the traditions of men

(128) according to the tradition of men,

(129) according to the elementary principles efworld,

(130) rather than according to Christ.

contrary to the apostolic traditions.
See to itis an imperative marking off
another meaning block.

Christ is God in human flesh.

(131) ° For in Him
(132) all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodilgrin,

For is a reason indicator giving the
reason for not accepting any other w3

F

of salvation mentioned in L126-130.

(133) ®and in Him

(134) you have been made complete

G

136

You are complete in ChrisAnd indicates
addition (p. 83).Note the additions in L131-

(135) and He is the head over all rule and author

(136) " aund. in Him you were als@ircumcised
(137) with a circumcision made without hand=

(138) in the removal of the body of the flesh |
(139) by the circumcision of Christ;

(140) *having beerburiedwith Him in baptism,

(141) in which you were alsoaised up with Him
(142) through faith in the working of Gof!
J

(143) who raised Him from the dead.

(144) BWhen you weredead

Christ is head over angelic power;

H

Christ has done away with your sinful
nature through His death.

Theand in Him andcircumcision mark
another clue for a meaning block.

Through faith you have died with Chris
and have been resurrected with Him—
represented in your baptism.
Buried...in baptism, raised andwith
Him are more clues for a differe

(145) in your transgressions K
(146) and the uncircumcision of your flesl

(147) Hemadeyou alivetogethewith Him,

When you were spiritually dead, God mad
you spiritually alive together with Christ.
When is another clue to a meaning block
along with the wordslead andmade alive
which are new ideas in Paul's argument.

(148) hawing forgivesv us all our transgressior]
(149) *having canceled out the certificate of debt
(150) consisting of decrees against us,

L

(151) which was hostile to us;
(152) and He has taken it out of the way!
(153) having nailed it to the cross.

God has forgiven all our sins. He has
taken the law as a document declaring 0
guilt and debt and nailed it to the cross d
Christ. The law condemning us has bee
taken out of the way.
Having forgiven is a new concept or ided
forming another clue to a different
meaning block.

o —h
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(154) ®Whewn He had disarmed

the rulers and anthorities,

(155) He made a public display of them,
(156) having triumphed over them through Him.

Through Christ God has rendered powerless
the angelic forces hostile to His people.

M When is another clue word for a different
meaning block along with the new idea of
disarming rulers.

(157) 16 Therefore Because of what God has done through Christ,
e i : do not allow anyone to judge you concerning

(158) VLO‘ i tor mas_ your judge N ceremonies, food laws, or special “holy” dayd.

(159) in ':egard to food or d'jmk Such things are mere shadows or copies of

(160) orin respect to a festival or a new moon | what would come later.

(161) or a Sabbath day— Therefore and the imperative verb are clues.

(162) *"things which are anereshadow of what is to come: : _

(163) Butthe substance belongs to Christ. Food laws, ceremonies, and special days

only pointed to Christ, but Christ is the
completion or fulfillment of such things.
But is a subtraction word (cf. p. 83).

(164) ** Let no-one keep defrauding you of your prize

(165) by delighting in self-abasement

. Let no one take away your freedom in Christ
(166) a”‘?' the _WorShlp Of_ the angels, O with false humility, “super” spirituality, and
(167) taking his stand orisionshe has seer visions he has seen. Such a person is not

(168) inflated without cause by his fleshly mind, | focusing on Christ but only on himself. The
imperative verblet no on keep defrauding,
marks the the meaning block.

(169) P and not holding fast to-the head,

(170) from whom the entire body. the church, whose members are bound |-
: . urch, w u

(171) being Sf“Pp“ed an_d held together P together and grow together like a human

(172) by the joints and Ilgame_nts,_ body, a growth which comes from God.

(173) grows with a growth which is from God. L169 is a new idea or concept in contrast

with L164-168, marking a new block.

(174) 20 Ifyow howe died withv Chwrist Your death with Christ means that
e you no longer belong to the world.

(175) to the elementary principles of the world, Submission to man-made rules anb

(176) Why, as if you were I|V|ng in the W0r|d, regulations for earning salvation is

(177) do you submit yourself to decrees, such ag Q unnecessary.

(178) "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touchl” If...then statementmarks a new

(179)%(which allrefer tothings destined to perish with use] Meaning bloct

(180) in accordance (181) with the commandmendsteachings of men?

B. Analyzing Paragraphs(seeDoriani, Getting the Message. 82)

Below, | have dealt with the passage in the formaragraphs, not meaning blocks. Doriani
says, “To capture the message of the Bible, we testlidy paragraphs more than single words
or even sentences. That is, discourse analysissvaor paragraphs, whole chapters, and even
larger segments of books, as well as sentence82{p.He also says, “For the beginner,
discourse analysis is most fruitful in the studyafagraphs” but goes on to say, “Still, there are
times when authors, like travelers preparing ftorgy trip, pack meaning in tightly enough to
reward more intensive study” (pp. 83-84). Thus,ititensive study may take the form of
marking meaning indicators and distinguishing mearg blocks. Here, | have taken all the
information we have gathered from marking indicatoroting connecting words, verbs, and
parallel thoughts, and summarized the messagecbffgragraph i€olossians2.
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(100) * For | want you to know

Step 3.5—Conclude and summarize the message t

=y

the original receiver.

(101) how great a struggle | have on your beha
(102) and for those who are at Laodicea,

(103) and for all those who have not personalgnsay face| concerned about them as well as other believers jn

(104) ?that their hearts may be encouraged,
(105) having been knit together in love,

(106) andattainingto all the wealth that comes
(107) from the full assurance of understanding,
(108) resultingin a true knowledge of God's mystery,
(109) that is ChristHimself

(110) %in whom are hidden all the treasures
(111) of wisdom and knowledge.

(112) *I say this so that no one will delude you
(113) with persuasive argument.

(114) *For even though | am absent in body,
(115) nevertheless | am with you in spirit,
(116) rejoicing to see your good discipline
(117) and the stability of your faith in Christ.

(118) 6 Therefore
(119) as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord,

Paul wants the Colossians to know that he is very

Laodicea, including those he has never met. htli
of the discouraging message of the false teachers
who were adding conditions to the gospel, he wants
them to beencouragedwith the truth that Christ
has done everything necessaryriake their
salvation certain. Nothing is lacking, for all the
knowledge and wisdom of God is found in Christ.
There is no secret knowledge which needs to be
discovered that has not already been revealectin|th
gospel, and no one should convince them otherwjse.
Even though Paul is not present with them, this
does not mean that he is not thinking about them
and praying for them. He is with them in spirilan
rejoices to hear about their firmness of faith #rel
Christian discipline which characterizes the churgh
at Colossae.

©

(120) sowalk in Him,

(121) "having been firmly rooted
(122) and nowbeing built up in Him
(123) and established in your faith,
(124) just as you were instructed,
(125) andoverflowing with gratitude.

(126) 8 See to it that no one takes you captive

Paul reminds them of how they had believed in Clmishe
past—convinced that He was all-sufficient for their
salvation. They had been firmly grounded in thesaplic
traditions learned from Epaphras and should coatinu
allowing these traditions to guide them in themgircal
daily living and Christian growth. Furthermoreeyhshould
continue being grateful for the truth they had neeg.

(127) through philosophy and empty deception,
(128) according to the tradition of men,

(129) according to the elementary principles efworld,
(130) rather than according to Christ.

(131) °For in Him

(132) all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodilgrin,
(133) *°and in Him

(134) you have been made complete,

(135) and He is the head over all rule and autyiori
(136) **and in Him you were also circumcised
(137) with a circumcision made without hands,
(138) in the removal of the body of the flesh
(139) by the circumcision of Christ;

(140) *?having been buried with Him in baptism,
(141) in which you were also raised up with Him
(142) through faith in the working of God,

(143) who raised Him from the dead.

(144) ®When you were dead

(145) in your transgressions

(146) and the uncircumcision of your flesh,

(147) He made you alive together with Him,
(148) having forgiven us all our transgressions,
(149) **having canceled out the certificate of debt
(150) consisting of decrees against us,

(151) which was hostile to us;

(152) and He has taken it out of the way,

(153) having nailed it to the cross.

No one should be allowed to carry them away in a
tradition contrary to the apostolic tradition thegd
received. Any other tradition is theadition of men
characterized bglementary requirements by which men
are deceived into believing that they can earmr thei
salvation through works and rule-keeping. On the
contrary, they have been made complete in Christigh
the being of God Himself. He rules over the armeli
world; therefore, they don’t need to worship angdly
His divine power—and without any help from humans—
they have been made into new people (regenerattun),
spiritual reality symbolized in circumcision. Théore,
they do not need Jewish circumcision which is noly o
an outdated ritual replaced by baptism. They lthed
with Him and have been raised with Him through the
instrument of their faith produced by God’s powg&heir
identification with Christ in His crucifixion and
resurrection has been symbolized in their watetis@p

At one time, the Colossians were spiritually dedtiey were
dead not only in their way of life (transgressiobs) also by
nature or disposition—thencircumcision of your flesh.But
God made them spiritually alive through Christ.eTay God
made them alive is by forgiving them their sins aadcelling

15 . .
(154) "When He had disarmed the rulers and author| | sinful debtsagainst His law—the moral law of God

(155) He made a public display of them,
(156) having triumphed over them through Him.

revealed to them in their conscien
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This debt, consisting of obligations to keep His [@ecree$, has been removed Iogiling it to the crossof
Christ. This means that Christ has paid the délittwthey owed to God. At the same time Christaesd their
debt through His death, He also rendered all lod#imonic forces incapable of separating them trentove of

Christ (cf. Rom. 8: 38-39—the analogy of faith).

Having bound the demonic forces in chains, He dtbeen through the streets before His victoriougiohan

royal procession (2 Cor. 2: 14).

(157) 16 Therefore

(158) no one is to act as your judge

(159) in regard to food or drink

(160) or in respect to a festival or a new moon
(161) or a Sabbath day—

(162) Y"things which are anereshadow of what is to comg
(163) but the substance belongs to Christ.

(164) *8Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize
(165) by delighting in self-abasement

(166) and the worship of the angels,

(167) taking his stand onsionshe has seen,

(168) inflated without cause by his fleshly mind,
(169) *and not holding fast to the head,

(170) from whom the entire body,

(171) being supplied and held together

(172) by the joints and ligaments,

(173) grows with a growth which is from God.

Because Christ has accomplished everything negessa
for their salvation, the Colossians must not allow
themselves to be regulated by rules and regulatidish
only fore-shadowedhe person and work of Christ. All g
these things are only pictures of Christ but netgbrson
Himself. Furthermore, they should not be led asinay
people with false humility who worship angels as
mediators between God and man. Such people belieyv,
that man is too sinful to approach God and needslen
mediators (Hendriksen, pp. 125-126). But if we have
Christ, no other mediator is needed. He is the pmize
who brings liberty and salvation from sin. (Or, Peauld
be saying that our salvation and liberty is theii The
Colossians also must not be carried away by peepte
claim to have special insight through what they have sq
(visions).

=0

D

1]

Note: the wordsiot seenoccur in the KJV and NKJY2: 18), but this is not based on the best manuscript
evidence. Paul is not admitting that these teachettsally enjoyed visions, but that even if theg,dhe visions
were unnecessary since Christ has come. By clginisions, the false teachers have become puffeglitinp
pride—a contradiction to thefiretendechumility. Rather they must hold fast to Christlas head of the body,
the church. Just as the head controls the furetidthe body, Christ causes the growth of the ahwhich
consists of every member—joints and ligaments—helgivery other member (cf. Eph. 4: 15-16; explaiwet
more detail in 1 Cor. 12). (Here Paul uses a figiiregpeech, aynecdocher “part for the whole”.Joints and
ligamentsrepresenall the members of the bodywhich are fitted together into a meaningful whdlee church
is not a pile of parts lying all over the placetwito meaningful connection with one another. Farmtiore, they
cannot function independently of one another bpedd on one another for their proper functioning.

(174) 20 If you have died with Christ

(175) to the elementary principles of the world,
(176) why, as if you were living in the world,

(177) do you submit yourself to decrees, such as,
(178) ?"Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!"

(179)%(which allrefer tothings destined to perish with use

(180) in accordance

(181) with the commandments and teachings of men?
(182) >*These are matters which have, to be sure,
(183) the appearance of wisdom

(184) in self-made religion

(185) and self-abasement

(186) and severe treatment of the body,

(187) but areof no value against fleshly indulgence.

If the Colossians have died with Christ to any
human means of earning salvation, why do they
place themselves under man-made regulations?
such regulations appear very pious and religious,
but they do not help anyone avoid sinful practiceg.
As if you were living in the world is confusing.
Are not the Colossians still living in the world?
The NIV rendering is helpful—‘as though you stil
belonged to it". Although still living in the wat]
Christians no longdrelongto this world with its
regulations governing one’s relationship to God.
They belong to Christ and live spiritually with Him
in a different realn

All

C. Developing a sermon or Bible study from Colossiarn: 1-23

Obviously, it would be easier to develop a sermromfColossians 3 than from Colossians 2.
Colossians 3 contains many practical exhortatiomghvare so important for Christian living.
But without the Christology of Chapter 2, the exhtions of Chapter 3 are impossible. Why?
Practical holiness stands or falls upon solid tbgwl including the doctrine of Christ. The
Colossian heretics insisted on holiness based tmreat rules and rituals—the same mistake

51

Westminster Theological College and Seminary—Ugandfin—February, 2011



Biblical Interpretation New Testament Epistles

made by the Pharisees who opposed Christ. Asdemgoplealid the right things, they would be

complete and holy. Paul insists, however, thanlesk must be grounded in right thinking about
the person and work of Christ. People are helgtestange their sinful nature through activity.

Christ must do that for them through spiritual aimision (regeneration). From that point they

must continue trusting in His power to remake theta His image consisting of true knowledge

(L108)—knowledge of who Christ is and knowledgeHid preceptive (moral) will.

To develop a sermon or Bible study, we must firetarstand thenain idea of the text. Below, |
have proposed the main idea of Colossians 2 asasélie main points of the sermon. | have not
written out the sermon or given a detailed outling, only a few points to let you know where |
would go with it. This is nathe ideal outline. The chapter could be outlined aestodifferent
ways and ten thousand different sermons preacbedifr You see something different every
time you look at a passage.

Main idea: Unless we understand who Christ is and what He sadone for us, we cannot
effectively live a holy life.

This main idea leads to tlggiestion Why? Whycan't | live a holy life without understanding
the doctrine of Christ?The divisions of the sermon may now come from tined or four
answersl give to this question.

|. Because only in Christ is the fullness of the wdom and knowledge of God (2: 1-5).

Paul knew about the false teachers who were tigimmprsuade the Colossians that they alone
possessed the true secret—the “mystery’—of thes@ian life. Paul alludes to this false teaching
in vv. 2-3 calling Christ Himself the mystery, “whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge.” It is because the Colossians didinderstand thgufficiencyof Christ that

they could be persuaded tsaimething elsevas necessary to make them complete. This
something elsavas the Colossian heresy. Therefore, Paul begitiee beginning, deficient
understanding of Christ

Paul makes this specific statement in vv. 2-3 tiduce the remainder of the chapter. “I gag
so that no one will delude you with persuasive arguat.” The persuasive argument consists of
the additionabomething els¢hat the Colossiamaust do to be full and complete Christians.

But how would Paul’'s statement apply to a modemgeegation in Uganda? In any sermon, we
must take our audience forward from the originahnmnication situation to the present day.
Colossianswvas written about AD 60, but what did the Colossihave in common to our present
situation in Uganda in 2011? (see p. 2:Eqtiipping to Servi The question we must ask is: Is
there false teaching in Uganda which encouragepl@¢o look for somethingh addition to

Christ as a means eélvationor as a means tosaper-spiritualChristian experienc Another
guestion is: Is thiadditional somethingeeping people from realizing the truth that both
salvation and holiness are found in Christ alone?

Once we ask this question, we can think of sewstrahds of false teaching which are getting

in the way of the truth—the prosperity gospel chlbieand wealth, rules and regulations about
drinking (*You cannot drink alcohol and be a truleriStian.”), regulations about one’s private
devotional life (how long should we pray, read Bible, how many times must we share our faith
per month, etc.). People can think of endlesssralel regulations which are designed to govern
the “truly spiritual” Christian life. Believers whare not performing up to these standards are
regarded by the “elite” Christians as substandande—gossibly not saved at albpeaking in
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tonguesmay be added to the list of thinge mustdo to have a genuine Christian experience, and
many true believers have doubted their salvatiamabse they have never experienced this gift.
Why? Because they have been told by other bebethait unless they speak in tongues, they
have no evidence of the Holy Spirit.

Therefore, the first thing we must do is to underdithebridge between the world of Paul in the
first century and our world today in Uganda. Sittee Bible is the word of God and is always
relevant to the human situation, we will alwaygifsome similarities.

Thus, my first point is:The doctrine of Christ is important because onlZhrist do we find the
true knowledge and wisdom of God. Therefore, ifrmiss Christ, we have missed everything
necessary fosalvation and sanctification Furthermore, in Christ therensthing lacking of the
true knowledge and wisdom of God. He is the fudnef God (cf. 1: 15-20). He is fulfillment of
all the covenants of the OT ensuring salvation@od’s people. He is the fullness of all the
promises made in the OT. We can nevebggondthe person and work of Christ in our
understanding of the Christian faith. We can ggdygleeperinto the person and work of Christ.
The more we understand Him, the more we will growsur faith and the more holy we will
become. But once we believe that there is moligitgy the Christian life than we can observe in
Christ, in His incarnate ministry on earth, andha apostolic tradition of Christ in the epistles,
we have quenched the Holy Spirit—the Spirit of Gh(Rom. 8: 9)—and we are ldfelplessly
dependent upon human effort alone.

Il. Because the Christian faith must be lived in tie same way it was received—by faith alone
in Christ alone (2: 6-7).

In these verses, Paul brings the Colossians baitletoitial point of conversion He reminds
them that they experienced a change of heart obasis of faith in Christ alone and not on the
basis of any additional rules and regulations gigethem. By referring to another book written
by Paul, we learn that he does the same thingthwtlGalatians who were being persuaded by
Judaizers that circumcision was essential to Salvat

You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, befehose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portraged
crucified?* This is the only thing | want to find out from yodid youreceivethe Spirit by thevorks of the

Law, or byhearing with faith ?°Are you so foolish? Havingegunby the Spirit, are you now beimgrfected
by the flesh? Did you suffer so many things in vain—if indeeavis in vain? So then, does He who provides
you with the Spirit and works miracles among yowjtcby the works of the Law, or by hearing witlitf&@
(Galatians 3:1-5 NASB)

This is essentially the same argument Paul is nakimg inColossians.They hadeceived

Christ by faithwithout additional requirements. Beyond any doubt, theydlaoreceivedthe

Holy Spirit at the same time without performing additional requirements. The presence of the
Holy Spirit was evidence that they had truly reeeiChrist. The phrasgist as you were

instructed indicates that they had been taught accordingeg@postolic tradition—a tradition
which said that salvation is by faith alone in Ghalone.

Furthermore, it is clear from the exhortatiori6, walk, that by receiving Christ through faith,
they were now able tive out the Christian life by that same faithReceivingChrist by faith
without worksimplies the ability tdive by a faiththat works—that is, a faith that produces good
works. Living the Christian life is dependent ugaith, notraw effort which always falls short.

It is a supernatural life led and empowered by3pgit; and left to our own efforts, we cannot
produce the obedience God requires.
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Paul assumes, of course, that the Colossians madingdy received Christ. He is assured of this
by the fact that he hdtkard about theitove for one anotherfrom the report of Ephaphras: @-

7; context). The modern preacher, on the other hawag not be as convinced of the salvation of
his hearers as Paul was the Colossians. In teat be must emphasize the fact that Paul was
convinced of their faith by thegood deedsoward others not by religious rituals. The most
convincing sign of true faith ihe fruit of lovefor one’s fellow man, particularly his fellow
brother in Christ. If the pastor sees this kindook being given to fellow believers, he should
also make note of it when preaching this sermon.

Let us not lose heart ioing good for in due time we will reap if we do not grow avg.*°So then, while we
have opportunitylet us do goodo all people, and especially to those who amhehousehold of the faith.
(Galatians 6:9-10 NASB)

and let us consider hotw stimulate one another tdove and good deedgHebrews 10:24 NASB)

Keep yourbehavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the titinghich they slander you as evildoers,
they maybecause of yougood deedsas they observimem glorify God in the day of visitation. (1 Peted 2:
NASB)

They profess to know God, bioy their deedsthey denyHim, being detestable and disobedient and worthless fo
any good deed. (Titus 1:16 NASB)

in all things show yoursetb be an example ofjood deedswith purity in doctrine, dignified, (Titus 2:7 NASB)

Our peoplanust also learn to engage in good deetls meet pressing needs, so that they will notrifeuitful.
(Titus 3:14 NASB)

This is a trustworthy statement; and concerningetthings | want you to speak confidently, so thase who
have believed Godill be careful to engage in good deed$hese things are good and profitable for men.
(Titus 3:8 NASB)

We give thanks to God always for all of you, makingntionof youin our prayers®constantly bearing in mind
your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Qitisé presence of our
God and Fathefknowing, brethren beloved by Gadis choice of you®for our gospel did not come to you in
word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spénitd with full conviction; just as you know whanh#iof men
we proved to be among you for your s&Rkéou alsobecame imitators of usand of the Lord, having received
the word in much tribulation with the joy of the li&pirit,’ so that yolbecame an exampléo all the believers
in Macedonia and in Achai&For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from,ymat only in Macedonia and
Achaia, but also in every place your faith towarmtiGas gone forth, so that we have no need torsafiag.’
For they themselves report about us what kindretaption we had with you, and how ytouned to God

from idols to serve a living and true God, (1 Thessaloniaris4 NASB)

Who among you is wise and understanding? Let himvdly his good behavior his deeds the gentleness of
wisdom. (James 3:13 NAU)

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and fauldahss:to look after orphans and widows in their
distress and to keep oneself from being polluted bthe world. (James 1:27 NIV)

lll. Because all other religious traditions—the traditions of men—falsely assume man’s
ability to save himself (2: 8-15).

No matter what other religious tradition we aréitag about, they are all based on salvation by
works. This is true even of Judaism which shoaldehrecognized salvation by faith in a
sacrificial substitute through the Levitical systdmt turned the sacrificial system into salvation
by works. Islam is also salvation by works, aBusldhism and Hinduism. The reason that all
other religious systems are based on works isdbenaption that man mapableof performing
good works. They fail to recognize that man isddasin and incapable of such meritorious
works. What is actually needed is not man’s improent, but a radical remaking of man, a
rebirth through regeneration by tbiecumcision of Christ. It is clear fromv. 13that the
uncircumcision of your fleshwas the state of being spirituatlgad God had to make us alive
with Christ through spiritual circumcision by whiéte removedhe body of the flesh also
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called theold man or theold self. In essence, we had to die and be made into a ctehplew
person through rebirth. This was an operation twkne could not do for ourselves, even as the
Hebrew could not circumcise his heart (or as thlayold Hebrew baby boy could not circumcise
the flesh from his male sex organ). We were dplbes to make ourselves into new people. God
alone must do this for us.

Many people today do not seem to understand thmogvact that if salvation was achievable
through human merit, it was therefaret necessaryor Christ to die. God Himself offered
salvation to anyone who would keep His law, “Destand you will live.” (Lev. 18: 5), a promise
of life repeated by the Lord Jesus in His earthigistry (Lk. 10: 28; Matt. 19: 17). But the
promise of life through a system of merits was m@reen with any expectations of anyone being
successful. Even the good law-keeper, Paul, wiedimhlly understood the radical internal
demands of the law, finally had to admit, “For thgb the Law I died to the Law, so that | might
live to God” (Galatians 2:19 NASB). Through théical demands of the law which said, “Do
not covet,” he came to understand that the whelentaist be kept internally as well as externally.
He then knew that he, too, was a law-breaker warftdeath (Rom. 7: 9-10).

Unless we understand man'’s inability to save himsed also cannot understand why Christ’s
atoning work was necessary. Since man could rep kee law, God had to move the laut of

the way, nailing it to a cross This was a strange turn of events. The lawad &ood as a legal
document declaring our indebtedness to God. Bteéad of removing sinful man out of the way
by condemning all humanity to hell, God removed élis legal code out of the way. He had to
do so; otherwise, the law would have continuede@ Ibarrier between God and man. But how
did God remove it? Not by ignoring it, but by derding the full requirements of the law to be
fulfilled in the crucifixion of Christ—by nailingtito the cross of Christ. By fully keeping the
law, Christ fulfilled all of its active requirememnt Hedid everything the law required Him to do.
But by dying on the cross, Christ also fulfilleettlaw’s passive requirements—death to the
sinner who fails to keep the law. Through His passbedience unto death, Christ fulfilled the
law’s demand for punishment. Having punished the sf His people through Christ, the law as
a legal document of indebtedness has been madamlloid. The paid debt does not have to be
paid again. Through perfect obedience, Christ haseel the salvation promised in the law and
vicariously transferred His earned obedience toagapunt.

IV. Because all human religious traditions substitte ritual for righteousness
(2: 16-23).

Muslims believe they can be right with God by praytoward the Mecca five times a day, but
many of them treat their wives like second claases. Under Muslim law they can beat them,
even kill them if necessary. Their religious ritisaof no value against tieshly indulgence of
thinking women exist only to satisfy male desirdglany Roman Catholics go to mass thinking
that something magical will happen when they paraikthe elements of bread and wine. They
go to confession thinking the priest can absoleartlof their sins (pronounce them free from
guilt). Many professing Christians from all denoations think church attendance is the means of
receiving God’s blessings, but their faith seemisawee little to do with their daily affairs in
business and the marketplace, honesty toward otihersvay they spend money, etc. Man-made
religion is always a means of manipulating Goddbwhat we want rather than submitting the
whole life to God’s will. He becomes a man-made @t can be appeased or bought-off with
token sacrifices. Isaiah’s warning 2,750 yearsiags relevant today as the day he spoke it,

Y%Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of Sodorsten to the law of our God, you people of Gomortah!
"The multitude of your sacrifices—what are theynte?" says the LORD. "I have more than enough afitour
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offerings, of rams and the fat of fattened animalgve no pleasure in the blood of bulls and laeni$ goats-?
When you come to appear before me, who has askedftpou, this trampling of my court$®Stop bringing
meaningless offerings! Your incense is detestabladé. New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations—I carewot
your evil assemblies?Your New Moon festivals and your appointed feasyssoul hates. They have become a
burden to me; | am weary of bearing théWhen you spread out your hands in prayer, | wilehiny eyes from
you; even if you offer many prayers, | will nottés. Your hands are full of blootfwash and make yourselves
clean.Take your evil deeds out of my sight! Stop doing vamg,*’learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage
the oppressed. Defend the cause of the fatherleptad the case of the widow(lsaiah 1:10-17 NIV)

From this example, you can see that one sermobe@neached from an entire chapter consisting
of five paragraphs and many more meaning blockss does not mean you cannot preach on

single verses or single meaning blocks; howeverfuh thrust of Paul's message is more readily

captured when the a broader text is used. Onttiexr band, many sermons can be preached from
this same outline by breaking the main headingssntaller sermons.

V. The Exegesis of Colossians 3: 1-11

A. Meaning Indicators and Structure for Col. 3: 1-4

(188) 1 Therefore Therefore points forwards to L189. But it also has
———

reference to L147 “He made you alive together with
Him”. In light of our resurrection with Christ, waust

(189) if you Qave been raised up with Christ, do something—keep seeking the things above.
» =

(190) [then—implied]KEEP SEEKING the things above, [a]
» _>

(191) where Christ is, seated at the rigl'lt hand of (God. [b]

(192) >SET YOUR MIND QN the things above, [a]
(193) not on the things that are on earth. [b]

The imperative verbkeep seeking, set you

mind on are based on thAe indicative verbaye

been raisedandhave died. The indicatives state
a fact. Based on the fact that the Colosshane
died andhave been raisedthey must—and
can—keep their minds preoccupied with Christ

*Foryou have died [a]
andYOUR LIFE [b]
is hidden [c]
—
with Christ in God. [d]

Notice the “if...then” statement of v.
1. This is aconditional statement
(see I. C. 2. d. of your outline)

The parallelisnababis based on the
two imperative verbkeep seekingand
set your mind onas well as the
sphere—things above, the right hand
of God, not...on earth. L191 and
L193 are parallel to one another in
terms of location-the right hand of
God andnot...on earth.

The NIV readsset your hearts on
things above. This captures the

Matt. 6: 33 which uses the same pres
active imperative vertseek.

thought, but misses the connection wiih
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your life andour life are
4WhenCHRIST, [a] parallel. Hidden andrevealed
D are parallel.With Christ in
. God andwith Him in glory
Who iSOUR LIFE, [b] are parallelChrist is also
is revealed, [c] parallel toyou alsosince there
—_— is an identification made here
between the death of Christ and
thenyou ALSO [a] the death of the believer and
|:||:> will be revealed [C] also the revealing of Christ and
DS the revealing of the believer.
with Him in glory. [d]

This text indicates thelentification of the believer with Christ. This is why | haverked the

you andCHRIST the same—€hrist, who is our life. (Note theyou alsg. Since we have died to
our old self, theonly life we now possess is the life of Christ in us (cfl. @Ga20—*I have been
crucified with Christ and no longer live, butChrist lives in me. The life | live in the body, |

live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me ardg himself for me” NIV). As Christied for
usvicariously (as a substitute), we thtige for Him vicariously. That is, our lives are an
extension of the life of Christ, a continuationHig incarnate (in the flesh) ministry on earth (cf.
Col. 1: 24; Rom. 12: 1). Our unique identity assp@as is not destroyed through our identification
with Christ; rather, our unique identity is fulelll as the person we were created to be in Christ.

You have diedbecaus€HRIST has died; you died with Christ. In the same s&@s&R LIFE is
hidden with Christ in His death and burial. Paul is speaking by wbgnalogy. The body is
buried in the earth artdddenfrom sight. Our LIFE is hidden with Christ because Christ can no
longer be seen visibly by the world. In the sanag whe real life of the believer is hidden to the
world because the world cannot see the beliasédre is in Christ.We are still frail and weak and
subject to persecution and death, but when the gioChrist is fully revealed at the second
coming, our glory will also be revealed with Hiirhe person you truly are will only be revealed
when Christ is revealed in glory. Notice the platgdrepositional phrasesiith Christ in
God...with Him in glory. When...then are indicators of time pointing forward to a future
revelation of Christ at the resurrection. At #ametime Christ isevealedin His glory, we also
will be revealedwith Him in our glorified condition, including owlorified bodies. This is not a
conditional statement, but a statement of certaigtywhen...then” statement. The Apostle John
says, “Beloved, now we are children of God, drths not appeared as yet what we will be

We know thatvhen He appearswe will belike Him, because we will see Hijust as He i$ (1
John 3:2 NASB).

B. Summary of Col. 3: 1-4

Since the Christian has been resurrected with €hiis primary focus should be on Christ and
the many ways Christ makes a difference in evesq af life. Seeking Christ gives us a divine
perspective on living in this world. As the glory®@hrist is now hidden, so our glory—what we
will be at the resurrection—is also hidden. Buthasglory of Christ is revealed at His second
coming, our glory with Him will likewise be reveale Consequently, we should not worry about
our present condition in this world, for we willegle in the exaltation of Christ at His return.

C. Meaning Indicators and Structure for Colossians3: 5-11

(198) 5 Therefore (199roNsSIDER the members of your earthly body as dead.
< ’ % A
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A third reason indicator referring back to the gative verb of L194you have died.

(200) to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, andgreed,

For is explanatory. The Colossians must put to desti)y
6 L . evil behaviomecauseét is evil behavior which summons
(202) °For it is because dhese things | God's judgment. Théor refers back tut to deathand is
<}:| the explanation for the exhortatiqmyt to death. Because
refers to the reason God’s wrath is comingese thingsor

(203) that the wrath of God will come | €Vil behavior.

—_—
(204) upon the sons of disobedience, Paul does not distinguish between those who pr@asist and
those who don't, but between those who livelisobedience
@ and those who live iobedienct (cf. Matt. 7: 21)

oncewalked,

"
Backward arrows signifying the action of the veirbthe past, not the
present. (See explanation belc

Once...when—time indicators. The Colossianacewalked in disobedience&hen theywere
living in these things. But this is no longer true of the Colossian Chais$i or any genuine
believer. Although it is still necessarypat them all aside (thesehings of L200-201)
remaining sin is not the same asigning sin. Committingsin is not the same aslking in sin
as a way of life. A lengthy quote by John Murrayappropriate here,

“There is a total difference between survivingai reigning sin, the regenerate in conflict with s
and the unregenerate complacent to #iis one thing for sin to live in us; it is anothefor us to live

in sin. It is one thing for the enemy to occupyeltapital: it is another for his defeated hosts to
harass the garrisongoutposts]of the kingdom. It is of paramount concern for the Christian &nd

the interests of his sanctification that he shdwldw that sin does not have the dominion over him,
that the forces of redeeming, regenerative, anctifgng grace have been brought to bear upon him
in that which is central in his moral and spiritbaing, that he is the habitation of God through th
Spirit, and that Christ has been formed in himhbpe of glory. This is equivalent to saying that h
must reckon himself to be dead indeed unto siralivg unto God through Jesus Christ his Lords It i
the faith of this fact that provides the basis &ord the incentive to the fulfilment of, the exlatidn,

‘Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodytie end that ye should obey its lusts. Neither
present ye your members as instruments of unrigbtexss to sin, but present yourselves to God as
those alive from the dead and your members asimsints of righteousness to God’ (Rom. 6: 12, 13).
In this matter the indicative lies at the basis tbfe imperative and our faith of fact is indispendab

to the discharge of dutyThe faith that sin will not have the dominiorthe dynamic in bondservice
to righteousness and to God so that we may havieuieinto holiness and the end everlasting life
(Rom. 6: 17, 22). It is the concern of sanctifimatthat sin be more and more mortified and hobnes
ingenerated and cultivated (John MurBgdemption Accomplished and Appligop. 145-146;
emphasis and words in brackets mine).

The above quotation demonstrates two things: @)rtiportance of the analogy of faith in the
guotation of Rom. 6: 12, 13, 17, and 22, a passdmeh cannot be ignored in the study of
sanctification and Col. 3; and (2) the importanteansulting commentaries and theological
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workswhenever possibleThe importance of historical theology—passed mémthe church
from century to century through gifted scholargyreat be underestimated.

D. Stylistic features of Colossians 3: 5-11

In the analysis below and in the alternative diagom the following pageA represents present
commands to believers that are appropriate to tteir naturesB represents either the euvil
characteristics of the old self or the good chamstics of the new selfC represents past activity
of laying aside the old man and putting on the neam.D represents the present ongoing activity
of being renewed to the image of Christ.

(198) 5 Therefore
(199) considerthe members of your earthly body as dead
E—

R 4 Present command:
[Put to death, therefore](NIV) A\ | Consider..as deadr Put
> —> to death.

(200) tOimmoralitg, impurity, passion, evil desire, and grcccl,

The stone tablets represen
the broken law of God.

<= — Evil
= B characteristics of

(203) that the wrath of God will come the old ma

_L A&7 7

) _ L204 not included in some early

(204) upon the sons of disobedience, manuscripts, but see Eph. 5: 6.
(205) "and inthem YEPALSO once walked,

. —

== ¢||:| C L205-206 Verbs indicating
(206) whenvou were Uaing in them. the pastactivity of living as

D J— - the old ma
(207) 8BUT now YOU ALSO,
C
(208) put them all aside: A Present command:
—> g (] —> put...aside
(209) anger, wrath, malice,
B [ Evil characteristics of the old m ]
(210) slander, andabusive spccch
from your mouth.
(211) °Do not lie to one anoth;r, A Present commando not lie
(212) sincerou laid aside the old self | c—L212 and 214—Verbs indicatingastactivity of
— - laying aside the old man and putting on the new.man
C
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(213) with itsevil practices,
P B N
Evil practicesof the
10 old selfare
on :
(214) andW put the new self C Progressive antithetically parallel
(- rer|1fewa: of new to thetrue
. self, no
(215) who is BEING RENEWED D <« | immediate knowledgeof the
— > ‘ new selfproducing
righteousness,
holiness (Eph. 4: 24),
(216) to arue knowledge (217) according toHE IMAGE OF THE ONE and unity between all
WHO CREATED him— + + races and cultures.
- - B ——\ /
(218) **a renewalin which there is nalistinction
(219) betweerGreek e e _ _ . \
and Jew f God does not differentiate between different
’ Cultural nationalities, cultures, tribes, or social
_ _ differences status. The real question is whether or not|a
(220) circumcised f person is in Christ and whether he is being
and uncircumcised, e renewed to the knowledge, righteousness,
and holiness of man’s original image (Gal.
: . 6: 15; 2 Cor. 5: 17
(221) barbarian, Scythian g Cultural and social \_ J
(222) slave and freeman, h differences
(223) bUtCHRIST IS ALL , AND IN ALL
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E. An alternative way of looking at the structure ad stylistic features of
Col. 3: 5-11

A' | (198)5 Therefore (199F0nsiderthe members of your earthly bodydezy

(200) to immoralitg, impurity, passion, evil desire, and grcccl,

B! (201)wl1icl1 amounts to idolatrg.
(202) *Foritis because of these things (203) that the wrath of (God will come

(204) upon the sons of disobedience,

ol | (205)"and in them you alsonce walked,
(206) when yowvere living in them.
4—

2 .
A (207) ®But now you also, (2089)ut them allaside
>
> (209) anger, wrath, malice,
B (210) slander, and abusive sPccch from your mouth.
A3 0 ] Notice the past
(211) °’Do not lie to one another, tense verbs

>

C* | (212) since yolaid aside the old self

B® (213) with its cvf/Practiccs,

C’ | (214) *®andhave put on the new self

B* | (215)whois bcing renewed
(216) to a true knowlcclgc'

(217) according to the image of the One who created him—
(218) ™ 2 renewal in which there is no distinction

(219) between (Greek and Jew,

(220) circumcised and uncircumcised,

(221) barbarian, SCchian,

(222) slave and freeman,

(223) but Christis all, and in all.

Are there other possible ways of looking at thisgage? Of course! There are no infallible ways
of diagramming the structure of a teXthe main purpose of attempting to do so is to
understand the text.Notice that theensesof the verbs(events) used in the text have influenced
the way | interpreted the structure. On the otteerd, had | focused on theuns (things), | may
have come up with a different structure. | wourldite the reader to experiment with different
structures as long as he has valid reasons for.them
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F. Comparing Col. 3: 9 with Eph. 4: 22

There is a slight difference betwe€nl. 3: 9andEph. 4: 22which appears contradictory. To get
the context, | have reproduced Eph. 4: 17-24.

Ephesians 4: 17-24

730 this | say, and affirm together with the Lotuhttyou walk no longer just as the Gentiles alstkya the
futility of their mind,*®being darkened in their understanding, excludeahfiioe life of God because of the
ignorance that is in them, because of the hardvfetseir heart’?and they, having become callous, have given
themselves over to sensuality for the practicevefgkind of impurity with greedines€But you did not learn
Christ in this way?'if indeed you have heard Him and have been taumgHir, just as truth is in Jesdsthat,

in reference to your former manner of life, you layaside the old self, which is being corrupted in
accordance with the lusts of deceit®and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mffidndput on the new
self, which inthe likeness dbod has been created in righteousness and hobiféss truth (NASB)

Colossians 3: 9
°Do not lie to one another, since yiaid asidethe old self with itsvil practices,

The question is this: Why would Pasdmmandthe Ephesians tiay asidethe old sglf when he
has told the Colossians that they halreadylaid aside the old self? John Murray has given
extensive consideration to this question.

It would seem as if Paul is there exhorting belisvi® put off according to the former manner & lihe old
man’ and ‘to put on the new marAnd it is true that considerations of grammar wouitbt necessarily be
violated if this interpretation were adoptedut exegetical considerations and the analodgyanfi’'s teaching
elsewhere [e.g. Rom. 6: 6] point to the entireffedent conclusion, namely, that when Paul spedlkaitiing off
the old man and putting on the new man he is thipka terms ofesultrather than in terms of exhortation
The passage should therefore be rendered as foliButsye have not so learned Christ, if so be geehheard
him and have been taught by him as the truth J&gus, sthat ye have put off according to the former manner
of life, the old man who is corrupted accordingdfte lusts of deceit, and are being renewed iniré sf your
mind, and have put on the new man who after Godbas created in righteousness and holiness afitie
(Ephesians 4: 20-24)t is apparent that this rendering...carries with ito implication to the effect that the
believer is regarded as both old man and new mmat he is exhorted to put off the former andquuthe latter,
and that progressive renewal consists in this m®oédivestiture and investiturBr{nciples of Conductpp.
215-216; words in brackets mine and emphasis mine).

The verb form of Eph. 4: 22 is not in the form aofieperative but an infinitive (“to lay
aside”). Murray interprets it as an infinitive r@ésult, not of command. The NIV and ESV, |
believe, give a better translation than the NASB,

You were taught, with regard to your former wayifef, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its
deceitful desires” (Ephesians 4:22 NIV)

to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life asaérrupt through deceitful desires
(Ephesians 4:22 ESV)

Although the infinitive can be translated as anenapive in the NT, Murray believes that Eph. 4:
22, 24 is not one of those occurrences. Citing RdbertsonA Grammar of the Greek New
Testameni) and E. Dewitt Burtonyntax of the Moods and Tenses in New Testamente®ye
among several others, Murray notes that Eph. 42225 not listed as an example of an
imperatival infinitive by any of the Greek authorities. But in Murrayfsroon, as noted above,
the “exegetical considerations” should force uthconclusion that in neither passage is Paul
commandingbelievers to lay aside the old man. Why? Becths®ld man is already dead.

Paul is not exhorting believers to put off the nldn and to put on the new. He is urging them téstl&em
certain sins, sins which are indeed charactemdttbe old man, and the reason he adduces forabstimence is
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that they have put off the old man and have puhemew man. Since this is the ca®aul is saying in effect,
do not practice those sins which are after the jgatt of the old man but behave as new men, as indgmad

are. Besidesthe figure[figure of speech] which Paul is using namelyt tbfahaving put off and of having put
on, does not agree with the idea of being bothldman and a new man at the same time. For irethextt the
figure would require that we are clotheith both at the same timé he notion that putting off the old man is a
process would involve this incoherefdonfusing]figure of speech.There need be no question but that Paul
here regards believers as those who have putefilthman and have put on the new and therefoterins of
his figure, as those who are clothed with the neam lnd not with the oldP{inciples of Conductp. 214;
underlined emphasis his, bold emphasis and worbigaickets mine).

The characterization of the old man in Eph. 4: 2&Rould cause due hesitation in applying this
description to the true believer. The “old sef™being corrupted by its deceitful desires”

(NIV). Further, thepattern of the old self is in the “former manner of lif@hich is characterized
by the futility of mind, darkness of understandisgparation from God, ignorance, hardness of
heart, abandonment to sensuality, and indulgenegary kind of impurity. Murray asks, “Can
we possibly think of a believer as answering ts tescription? To that characterization he must
answer if he is still an old man as well as a neamrh The contrast which Paul sets up, however,
indicates that the believer answers to a diffedexscription altogether, for he says, “You,
however, did not come to know Christ that way” (Eplans 4:20 NIV; cf. Murray, p. 216). We
have already noted in Col. 3: 7 that the Colossiansewalked” in evil practices when they
“were living in them”with the clear implication that theyo longer lived in them.

It is no more feasible [possible] to call the bediea new man and an old man, than it is to call 4fegenerate
man and an unregenerateAnd neither is it warranted to speak of the haieas having in him the old man and
the new man. This kind of terminology is withoudmant and it is but another method of doing prieido the
doctrine which Paul was so jealous to establishnwieesaid, ‘our old man has been crucifidefificiples of
Conduct,p. 218, emphasis and word in brackets mine).

It may also be confusing that Paul says in Ep224“that, in reference to your former manner of
life, you lay aside the old self, whitk being corruptedin accordance with the lusts of deceit.”
Why would he use a present tense verb, “being ptedi? But Paul is not referring to the old
self of theChristian who is no longer the old self. He is mfing to the old self which still
characterizes unbelieverslt is true that the old self continues to get s&and worse. It
continues to be corrupted because it cannot bemef or improved. Rather, it must be killed.
Forunbelievers the continuing corruption of the old man is aitde reality. They are not

getting better; they are getting worse. Althouggytmay show signs of outward improvement,
the inward man becomes more entrenched and dewrmirhis rebellion against God. The only
way a man gets better is through grace, not stftefWe should also notice that the old self
corresponds to the Christiarftmer manner of life, not hispresentmanner of life patterned
after the new man—the image of Christ characterigekinowledge, righteousness and holiness.

Since we have died with Christ, we have laid atheeold self—like laying aside an old, worn-
out garment—which is corrupt and sinful. This me#rat we consciously lay aside (on a daily
basis) anypehaviorwhich is characterized by the old man thatomeewere, butare no longer
Thus, what we laid asida principle at our conversiarwe lay asiden practicedaily. But

further, the practical putting aside of evil beloavs dependent upon the once-for-all act of laying
aside the old man—the accomplishment of the Holyit3p regeneration and conversion.

At the same time whaid asidethe old man, weut on the new man—Iike a new garment. As
Murray says, thisnetaphoris incoherent (confusing) if the Christian is botd man and new
manat the same time This would be like wearing two different garmeat the same time.
Further, who can imagine that once having takemofbld, worn-out garment which no longer
fits, and having put on a new one, we would putdideone back on again, particularly if our
disposition toward sin and righteousness had bagically changed? The metaphor indicates that
once having laid the old garment (old man) asidelaving put on the new one, we wikver

63
Westminster Theological College and Seminary—Ugandfin—February, 2011



Biblical Interpretation New Testament Epistles

wear the old one again. Both Murray and Leon MofRomans p. 251) agree that the verb used
of the old self in Rom. 6: 6 (“was crucified”) irwdites a definitive putting to death of the old man.
Morris says, “The verb conveys the thought thataldeman was thoroughlyestroyed
(emphasis mine).
®For if we have become united wittim in the likeness of His death, certainly we shaibabein the likenessf
His resurrectionknowing this, that our old self was crucified withHim, in order that our body of sin might be
done away with, so that we would no longer be slawesin; for he who has died is freed from gihlow if we
have died with Christ, we believe that we shalbdige with Him,’knowing that Christ, having been raised from
the dead, is never to die again; death no longewister over Him:°For the death that He died, He died to sin
once for all; but the life that He lives, He liviesGod."'Even saconsider yourselves to be dead to sibut
alive to God in Christ Jesus'*Therefore do not let sireign in yourmortal body so that you obey its lusts,
and do not go opresenting the members of your body to siasinstruments of unrighteousnessbut present
yourselves to God as those alive from the deadyandmembersasinstruments of righteousness to God*
For sin shall not be master over you, for you areumder law but under grace (Rom. 6: 1-14).

G. The New Man

Who is this new man? I@olossiansPaul tells us that the new maa being renewedo a true
knowledge according to the image of the One whateghim” while in Ephesianshe says, “and
put on the new self, which the likeness odBodhas been createdn righteousness and holiness
of the truth.” Comparing the two texts, it wouldesg then, that the new man (1) has been
created; that is, the Christian is a new creatur€hirist (since the old creature is now dead)ch fa
that agrees with 2 Cor. 5: 17; and (2) that thiagmis not yet complete but is being progressively
conformed to the image of Christ and God, an inthgeconsists of true knowledge that produces
holiness and righteousness. Thereforefriie knowledgeis not intellectual knowledge only,

but aknowledge producing holinessThis, in turn, is consistent with Rom. 8: 29pfREhose

whom He foreknew, He also predestinedecomeonformed to theimage of His Son so that

He would be the firstborn among many brethren” (Ros8:29 NASB).

H. A Short Commentary on Colossians 3: 5-11

Although we once lived in the sins of immoralityypurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, we are
now deadto these thingas a way of life They no longer have mastery or control overlves.

"What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sithst grace may increasdd@ay it never be! How shall we
who died to sin still live in it2Or do you not know that all of us who have beertikagd into Christ Jesus have
been baptized into His deattiPherefore we have been buried with Him through isaptnto death, so that as
Christ was raised from the dead through the glémhe Father, so we too might walk in newnessfef liFor if
we have become united wikhim in the likeness of His death, certainly we shalbabein the likenessf His
resurrectionknowing this, that our old self was crucified withHim, in order that our body of sin might be
done away with, so that we would no longer be slas¢o sin;’ for he who has died is freed from sir’ Now if
we have died with Christ, we believe that we shbsib live with Him ?knowing that Christ, having been raised
from the dead, is never to die again; death nodorggmaster over Him (Rom. 6: 1-9 NASB)

Freed from sin does not mean sinless perfection. It means fraeddam the dominion of sin.
The analogy is this: dead men don’t sin. In Cob,3Paul says that God is coming in judgment
upon such sinslmmorality andimpurity refer to sexual immorality, anuhssionrefers to
sexual passion. In another Pauline epistle we read,

3For this is the will of God, your sanctificatioiiat is that you abstain from sexual immoralitshat each of
you know how to possess his own vessel in saratifin and honor,not inlustful passion like the Gentiles
who do not know God; (1 Thessalonians 4:3-5 NASB)

Paul uses many “vice lists” throughout his epistéasl sexual immorality is always included (cf.
Rom. 1: 26-32; 1 Cor. 5: 9-11; 6: 9-10; Gal. 5:219 Eph. 5: 3-6; 1 Thes. 4: 3-7; 1 Tim. 1: 9-10;
2 Tim. 3: 2-5; Tit. 3: 3).Greed or covetousnesss also commonly included. It is possible that
theidolatry mentioned is ira-pposition (nob-pposition) to greed alone and not to the other. sins
In other wordsgreedamounts to idolatry. All sin, of course, is idolgtbut Paul seems to single
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out greed as especially expressive of loving angskiping something else more than God.
Pastors in the US don’t talk much about greedonder why? Could it be, as one theologian has
said, that greed has become the institutionaliredfghe church for over a half century, one of
those “respectable sins” which no one gets upsmitabyet, Paul singles it out from the rest of
the vice list as the sin which especially epitormigepresents) idolatry, and he makes freedom
from the love of money as a requirement for eld&rgim. 3: 3).

Both the sins of thbodyand the sins of theaind are included in Paul’s vice lists of L200-201
and L209-210.Passion, evil desireandgreedare sins of the mind and heart whit@morality
andimpurity are sins which we normally think of as finding eegsion in the body. Sin is not
only that which iexternalto the body, buinhternal. On the other hand, internal silwaysfinds
external expressioin the body therefore, Paul exhorts the Colossians to “cardidlemembers

of yourearthly body as dead” to these things—all of them. Just asninalled passion and evil
desire give rise to sexual immorality and impurgyeed gives rise to apathy (unconcern) toward
those in need and extravagant lifestyles centemadaterial things rather than the kingdom of
God. Paul’s exhortation in Romans 6 demonstrat@sthe sinner “presents” the members of his
body to sinful practice.

% or the death that He died, He died to sin oncallpbut the life that He lives, He lives to GdtEven so
consider yourselves to be dead to sibut alive to God in Christ Jesus*?Therefore do not let sireign in
your mortal body so that you obey its lust§and do not go opresenting the members of your body to sias
instruments of unrighteousnessbut present yourselves to God as those alive ffmead, and youmembers
asinstruments of righteousness to God“For sin shall not be master over you, for you areumder law but
under grace (Rom. 6: 10-14).

Therefore, the physical body is seen as somethimghacan either bpresentedas an instrument
facilitating (being used for¥in or an instrumenfacilitating (being used forjighteousness For
example, the arms may either wield a club to beateone to death, or they may use a hoe to
grow food for one’s family or a needy widow. Theuth may be used to slander or lie, or it may
be used to encourage or sing praises to God. &dtarfay run swiftly to steal, or they may run to
save someone injured in a car accident.

Another metaphor Paul uses is that the body igefresented asséaveto sin or aslave to
righteousnessbut the body is not a slaveltoth sinand righteousness at the same time. The
two different conditions of slavery are mutuallyckisive of one another. In Rom. 6, Paul
expressly states that the old self, or the old mas, crucified, therefore, the Christian can no
longer be the old man who is a slave to $tarther, a close look at the context reveals tmat t
crucifixion of the old man is patterned after thewucifixion of Christ who has been crucified
once and is never to be crucified again.

The believer is not regarded as dying and risingwChrist again and again[Notice Col. 3: 3, “For you have
died”, not “For you are dying”.] Undoubtedly thdéssprocess and progression in the believer'salifd this may
properly be understood asogressive realizatiofunderstandingdf the implications and claims of having died
and risen with Christ. But th#ying and risingwith Christ are not viewed as process bullefnitive and
decisive evenand can no more be construed [understood] asntants process than can the death and
resurrection of Christ himself....We anet commanded to become dead to sin and alive td;@tese are
presupposed [assumed]. And it is not by reckottiege to be facts that they become facts [thétdees not
become fact by thinking to yourself, “I am deaditn.”]. The force of the imperative is that we &reeckon
with and appreciate the facts which already obbginirtue of union with Christ The expression “dead unto
sin” implies an abiding state of condition resuttapon [resulting from] the once-for-all decisivweeat of having
died to sinby union with Christ in the efficacy of his deathAnd the complementation of “dead unto sin’ and
“alive unto God,” as parallel to Christ’'s deathsto and life to God (vs. 10), implies that the liéeGod is of
abiding continuancgust as being dead to sin.isThe security and permanence of this life to Gralinsured by
the fact that it is “in Christ Jesus” the life imimtained....It is not to be supposed [in v. 12] #iatis conceived
of as reigning in the believer and that now hexisogted to terminate that reign of sifthis would run counter
to all that has been set forth in the preceding sesregarding the status of the believer as deachtarsi alive
to God. And, furthermore, we have in this pasghgeassurance that sin will not have dominion bsedhe
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believer is not under law but under grace (vs. T#)e force of the imperative [command] can be vsided
only in the light of the relation of the indicatijfact] to the imperative Sin does not have the dominion—this
is the indicative [fact]. This indicative is not only expressly asserteddrse 14, it is implicit in all that the
apostle has argued in the verses that precede 12rdeet not sin reign—this is the imperative [command].
And it flows from the indicative.lt is onlybecausesin does not reign that it can be said, “Therefer@ot sin
reign”. In other wordsthe presuppositiofassumptionpf the exhortationis not that sin reigns but tlepposite
that it does not reign, antis for that reason that the exhortation can hawalidity and appeal.To say to the
slave who has not been emancipated [freed], “Ddorbaive as a slave” is to mock his enslavementtdBsay
the same to the slave who has been set free igttessary appeal to put into effect the privilegesl rights of
his liberation. So in this case the sequencesis does not have the dominion; therefore, daafiotv it to reign.
Deliverance from the dominion of sin is both thesis of and the incentive to the fulfillment of ¢hexhortation
“Let not sin reign” (John MurrajyRomans selections from pp. 224-227; words in brackets e@mphasis mine.)

Thus, the believer’s crucifixion is likened to Giti$ crucifixion, a once and for all event. This
does not eliminate the necessitypobgressive sanctificatior-or progressively putting sin to
death (Rom. 8)—but the definitive break with sirthe death of the old man is tgeound upon
which progressive sanctification is made possjbfer he who has died is freed from sin” (Rom.
6:7 NASB), that is, freed from sin as a dominatragver demanding compliance and obedience.
Our emancipation from slavery to sin is alsoitidicative (a statement of fact) which serves as
theincentive(motive) to thdulfillment of theimperative(“let not sin reign”) (cf. Murray,
Principles of Conductp. 220). In other words, since we know that wee & fact, free from sin
as a way of life, we have the incentive and enaggemgent to press on toward perfection in
practice. To use another analogy, if a runneeleb he has the potential to run 100 meters in
less than ten seconds, he will have the incenthaiye) to train many months to achieve this
goal. If, indeed, God has given him the genetieptial, then the proper training will enable him
to reach this goal. But there are others of us, ile, who have no incentive to run 100 meters in
under ten seconds simply because no amount ofrtgawill enable us to do this. We just don’t
have the genetic potential—period. On the othadhaknow that God has given me everything
necessary to live a holy life (2 Pet. 1: 3) giving the incentive to “train” toward perfection.

For the reasons mentioned above, | believe thal&k®B rendering oCol. 3: 5is a good one,
“considerthe members of your earthly body as dead.” Weidengor “reckon”) ourselves dead
to sin and alive to righteousness becausamelead to sin and alive to righteousness. Further,
as Murray has proposed, progressgactificationis the “progressiveealization’ (awareness)

of areal, spiritual death in Christ’s death andeal, spiritual resurrection to life in Christ’s
resurrection. Sin’s power over us has been brotkemefore, we no longer have to obey its
urgent demands but may yield ourselves to the ddmahholiness. While themnantsof the

old man'’s thinking and his behavior remain in usnlo longer exists as a dominating reality.
Think of it this way: the old man has died, andfussessions and dirty laundry have been
cleared out of the house. Within the house, howelkiere still remain dirty remnants of the old
man’s life—a pair of ragged shoes and one sock avtible in it, a frayed, dirty shirt, a torn pair
of trousers, etc. Although he is gone from thesdao@and although most of his old belongings
have been cleared out, a few items remain. Preigedg over time, the believer will remove the
remaining items of the old man. This process @gltur for the rest of his life, for there are many
remaining sins of the old man left behind. At the&thrist will complete the process by purging
whatever remains. At that point, what the beli@gerow inpositionand standingvith Christ, he
will also be incondition experientially and practically.

In the commentary above, | have demonstrated tperitance of1) the analogy of faith
(comparing scripture with scripture, Il. D(2) comparing the meaning of words and phrases with
how the same author uses these words and phrageferent books (1l. B.), an(B) consulting
commentaries when available (Wolvaardt, HTIB, p.“@e steps of exegesis. 5. Read
interpretations of others”.
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VI. The Exegesis of Colossians 3: 12-17
A. Meaning Indicators and Stylistic Features of Cal3: 12-17

(224) 12 So, as those who have been chosen of God,

= ) AN —
So—reason indicator. Since y@ue a new man
(225) holy and beloved, in Christ, theractlike a new man. Having told
the Colossians tput off, Paul now tells them to
(226) put on a heart A put on. Negation (“don’t do this”) is not enough

in the Christian life. There must be a positive
endowment of good behavior (“do this”). The
OfcomPassion, kindncss, human heart cannot remain a vacuum emptied
(227)h it N d oati ) everyth?ng. Inevitf_;\bly, i_t WiII_ be filled with

umility, gentieness and patience; something.Put onis antithetically parallel to
put aside;thus the A” (see pp. 58-59). See
further analysis in the appendix.

(228) *bearing with one another,
—

C

(230) whoever has a complaint against anyone; Inward qualities.Goodcharacteristics
5 antithetically parallel to thevil
(231) just asthe Lord forgave you, characteristics of L200-201and L209
<—

210; thus, th® (see p. 61). The
(232) so also shou[}d you.

C—Outward actiongproducingunity in the church rather thastrife and disunity Participles
(bearing, forgiving) indicatingpresent activityare antithetically parallel to thgast activityof
L205-206; 212 and 214; thus, th@" (see pp. 58-59)So also should younas an implied
present tense verbse also should yodorgive. Note also th@ne anotherandeach other.
Forgiving each otheris both outward and inward, but if not expressevatdly, it is not
inwardly real.

(229) and forgiving each other,

B—The inward qualities of the heartL226-227). All of these qualities stand or talether.
Compassionis the capacity to be emotionally—and even phylsiceaffected by someone else’s
sorrow, calamity, or weakness (literally, “to bewad in the inward parts; cf. Lk. 15: 20; Matt. 9
36; Matt. 20: 34, Moved with compassion Jesus touched their eyes; and immediately they
regained their sight and followed Him.” Beingpved with compassioris something like having
a heavy, sorrowful feeling in the pit of your stashaAnother rendering igity; ESV). True
compassionin turn, leads t&indness(like the Good Samaritan). You cansbibwcompassion
without doing somethingHumility, gentleness, and patiencgo together because only a humbje
person is capable of recognizing his own weakresgscially his sin. This enables him to be
gentle and patient with fellow sinners. (How sheetall fall in this respect, for it is much easie
to condemn the faults of others than to be patigttt them!)

All the characteristics of L226-227 flow naturaltpm L224-225. The Colossiahsive been
chosen of Godand arenoly and beloved. Therefore, they haveraasonto exhibit these qualitieg
to others. God has been compassionate, kind,egemttl patient witthem. God has also been
humble. There has been no greater manifestatibnoroflity than the humility of Christ’s
incarnation and crucifixion. He was not constrdifeontrolled) by any necessity outside of His
and the Father’s love for us to suffer the indigit poverty, fatigue, persecution, slander, tatur
and death. Because of what He without constraint we do because vwae constrainedoy the
love of Christ, “For the love of Chrisbntrols us, having concluded this, that one died for all,
therefore all died’and He died for all, so that they who live migltlonger live for
themselvesbut for Him who died and rose again on their tf2lf2 Corinthians 5:14-15 NASB).
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(233) *Beyond allTHESE THINGS

Present comman#ut onis not in the Greek text buf
(234) put on A is implied. The words are inserted in all the majo
translationsThese thingsrefer to L226-232.

lovc, B

The most fundamentaharacteristic of the new man. ]

Y%

Inward love produces outwartthity—an

which is the perfect bond of unity. C

VY VAR s

activity) in the body of Christ in contrast to
the characteristics of the old man— greed,
wrath, malice, etc.—which produdésunity

and strife
(235) B ET... RULE A Prgsent comr_nand. “Put on peace” by
g letting it rule in your hearts.

the peace of Christ in your hearts, B

o = \ 4

|

Peace is anotheharacteristicof the new
man contrary to the old man.

(236) to which indeed you were called in one body;
4—

O A &

cf. L224—have been

chosen C
(237) and BE A
thankful. B
X
(238) *°LET... DWELL A
—> —>

the word of Christ T richly within you, B
. \ 4

(239) with all wisdom
teaching and admonishing one another (C

»

(240) with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,

(241) singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

(242) *"WHATEVER YOU DO IN WORD OR DEED ,
(243) DO ALL in the name of the Lord Jesus,
—>

(244) giving thanks through Him to God the Father.
e ——_—

A

We are called to peace with one
another—a present, observable,
corporateactivity—not simply a state of
mind. In one body corresponds tone
another andeach other(L228-230).

“Put on thankfulness” by being thankful.

L passion, evil desire, and greed (L200)
J

N
Thecharacter of the new man

contrasted with immorality, impurity,

“Put the word of God in your heart.”

Word-saturated minds and hearts in
contrast to hearts filled withnger,
wrath, malice, evil desire,
uncontrolled passion,etc.

The presenactivity of hearts and
minds which are saturated with thg
word of God feaching and
admonishing one anotherand
singing—corporate worship
characterized bthankfulness).
Notice the repetition of
thankfulness (L237, 241)

Concluding statementor
3: 12-17 andntroduction for
3:18—4:1

This is onlyone way of looking at the passage which is divided i#t” present commandsB”
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character (old and new) antiC” activity (past and present)Notice that th@resentactivity of
vv. 12-17 is always contrasted with ghastactivity of “were living” and“once walked”.

B. Schematic view of Colossians 3: 5-11
Summary remarks

(198)5 Therefore
(199) considerthe members of your earthly body dead Al Consider yourselves dead...

(Rresent command)

(200) to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desiand greed

(201) which amounts to idolatry.
(202) ®For it is because of these things B! | ...tothe character of the old man who
(203) that the wrath of God will come deserves God’s wrath...

(204) upon the sons of disobedience,

(205) “and in them you alsonce walked cl ...in which you once lived, but no longer live.
(206) when yowvere living in them. (past activity of the Colossians
(207) ®But now you also,
(208) put them all aside: A? Put aside...(present command)
(209) anger, wrath, malice,
(210) slanderandabusive speech from your mouth. B2 __the character of the old man...
(211) °Do not lie to one another, A3 (DO not lie to one ar)10ther...
present command

. : . 2

(212) since yolaid asidethe old self C ...since you put off the old man...(past activity)

(213) with itsevil practices,

B® | ...with his evil character...

(214) *andhave put onthe new self

o ...and have put on the new man.. (past activity)

(215) who is beingenewed
(216) to a true knowledge
(217) according to the image of tbae who created him—

B* ...who is being renewed to a true knowledge of
God—knowledge which reflects the image of
Christ. (present character of the new man)

(218) *a renewalin which there is nalistinction

(219) betweerGreek e
and Jew, f
(220) circumcised f BS ...a renewal in which there are no
and uncircumcised, e distinctions of worth between people
(221) barbarian, Scythian, ¢ because all of life is summed up in our
(222) slave and freeman, h union with Christ. (present_character of
new man)

(223) butChrist is all, and in all.

The“A” parallels refer to thpresent commands or imperative3hey are synonymously parallel to one
another. ThéB” parallels may be either synonymous or antithetm{rasting) parallels. Either tgeod
characteristicsof the new man or thigad characteristicof the old man are in view, but since they
representharacter, they are represented the same. "Tieparallels represemast activityeither in

living as the old man or living as the new manroputting off the old man or putting on the new man
The verbs are in thead indicating that the action is accomplished. (8ee58-59 for more information.)

In the schematic diagram below, | have retained' ®analogy of‘putting on a garment” throughout the
diagram. The analogy is reflected in the summanyarks on the right side of the page.
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C. Schematic view of Colossians 3: 12-17 (compareath 3: 5-11 above)

(224) 12 So, as those who have been chosen of God,
(225) holy and beloved,

(226) put on

a heart of compassion, kindness,
(227) humility, gentleness and patience;

(228) “bearing with one another,
(229) andorgiving each other,
(230) whoeverhas a complaint againshyone | !
(231) just as the Lord forgave you,
(232) so alsghould you.

(233) **Beyond all these things
(234) put on[implied in the text]

love,

which is the perfect bond wiity.

Summary remarks

Al Put on...(present command)

1 ...the character of the new man...
B (contrasted with anger, wrath, malice,

slander, etc., the character of the old man)

...producing patience and forgiveness toward one
another. (present activity of the Colossians
contrasted with the past activity of the Colossians-
“were living”; C *on L205-206)

A% | Puton...(present command)

B2 ...love—the most fundamental
character of the new man...(contrasted

(235) *Let

the peace of Chrittile in your hearts,

with the character of the old man)

...producing unity in the body of Christ.
(present activity contrasted with past activity
of C*on L205-206)

A® | Puton...(present command).

3 ...inward peace—the_character of the
B new man which controls (rules) our

(236) to which indeed you were calledone body, c3

(237) andbe

thankful.
(238) °Let

the word of Christ richhdwell within you,

inward disposition...

...producing corporate peace within the

body. (present activity contrasted with_past
activity of Con L205-206)

A% | Puton... (present command)

B? ... thankfulness (the
character of the new mar)

(239) with all wisdom
teaching and admonishione another c?
(240) with psalmsandhymnsandspiritual songs,

(241) singing withthankfulness in your hearts to God.

(242) "Whatever you doin word or deed,

(243) do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
(244) giving thanks through Him to God the Father.

A® | Puton...(oresent command)

...the word of Christ (contrasted to evil
desires, impurity, passion). Meditate on the
word of Christ which builds character...

BS

...producing wisdom for corporate discipleship
and thankfulness for corporate worship (present
activity contrasted with the past activity of C'on
L205-206).

6 Concluding statement
A for 3: 12-17 and
introduction for
3:18—4:1.
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D. Suggested Meaning Blocks of Colossians 3: 1-17

(188) 1 Therefore
(189) ¢fyou have been raised up with Chris

(190) keep seeking the things above,
(191) where Christ is, seated at the right hanGad.

A

(192) ?Set your mind onthe things abovd
(193) not on the things that are on earth.

B

If you have participated with Christ in His
resurrection—and you have—then your

priorities in life should be the priorities of
Christ, who is now exalted at the right hand pf
God the Father

Concentrate on God’s kingdom and how
everything finds its meaning in relationship to
this kingdom.

(194) * For you have died
(195) and your life is hidden with Christ in Go C

In Christ you have died to the world and tllle
priorities of the world (Gal. 6: 14). Just as

(196) *When Christ, who is our life, is revealed,
(197) then you also will be revealed with Him iony.

(198)5 Therefore

(199) consider the members of your earthly bodgezsl : :
(200) to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desiand greed Consider yourselves dead to any evi

(201) which amounts to idolatry.

D

(202) ®For it is because of these things

(203) that the wrath of God will come
(204) upon the sons of disobedience,

(205) "and in them you also once walkeq £
(206) when you were living in them.

(207) 8 But now yow also,

(208) pwt Hhem all aside: F
(209) anger, wrath, malice,
(210) slanderandabusive speech from your mouth

(211) ° Do~ not Lie to one another,

the exalted Christ is nohidden, so also
thelife of the believer ikidden. At the
return of Christ in glory, believers will also|
be revealed to the world in their exalted
condition

character which is the same thing as|
idolatry.

Because of these evil things, God'’s wrath
is coming in judgment upon those who
live in disobedience. In the past, you livef
the same way.

Get rid of theremaining sins (traces) of
the old man.

(212) since you laid aside the old self
(213) with itsevil practices, G
(214) *°and have put on the new self
(215) who is being renewed

Do not lie becausesincg you have laid the
old man aside like a worn-out garment angl
have put on the new man whose thinking
and behavior is being made new accordinpg
to the image of Christ.

(216) to a true knowledge

(217) according to the image of the One who crehim—

(218) "' & renewnlin which there is nalistinction

(219) betweerGreek and Jew,

(220) circumcised and uncircumcised,
(221) barbarian, Scythian, H
(222) slave and freeman,

(223) but Christ is all, and in all.

In this renewed image, there are no
distinctions of worth between different
cultures, races, or social classes. The
only thing that matters is whether a
person knows Christ.
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(224) 12 So, as those wiro have been chosen of God,
(225) holy and beloved,
(226) pwton a heartof compassion, kindness As you are putting off the evil remnants of the

(227) humility, gentleness and patience; old man, you should be putting on all the gopd
(228) 13bearing with one another / characteristics of the new man, characteristics
’ which enhance the corporate life of the body

(229) and forgiving each Oth?r’ . | of Christ. These characteristics produce
(230) whoever has a complaint against anyone; | patience and forgiveness, thus imitating the

(231) just as the Lord forgave you, forgiveness of the Lord Jesus who also
(232) so also should you. forgave us.
(233) Beyond all Hrese Hungs Love is “the grace which binds all the other

(234) put onlove, which is the perfect bond of uni| 9races together” (F.F. Bruc€plossiansp.
156.) Love is the “glue” that holds believers|

/ together in unity (Gal. 5: 22)

(235) P’ Let the peace of Chwrist rule in your hearts,
(236) to which indeed you were called in one body;
(237) and be thankful.

Rather than letting anger, malice, greed, etc. rule
K your life, let the peace of Christ govern your
hearts producing peace throughout the commuipity
of believers. (Gal. 5: 22

(238) '°Let the word of Chwist richly dwell within yow,
(239) with all wisdom teaching and admonishing anether stdy the word of God in private
(240) with psalmsindhymnsandspiritual songs, and public worship. This produces

(241) singing with thankfulness in your heart&iod. L the wisdom essential for making
disciples and which produces the
gratitude essential for worship that

is pleasing to God.

(242) 17\/\” fever yow do- A or deed, Everything you do must be done with the goal

of honoring Christ, whose name is either

(243) doall in the name of the Lord Jesus, honored or dishonored by the way believers

(244) giving thanks through Him to God the Fathq treat one another. Further, everything mustfbe

done with an attitude of thanksgiving to God

M the Father for what He has done for us
through Jesus Christ.

E. Clues to finding blocks of meaning

In the examples above, | have highlighted the wardsphrases which provide clues to blocks of
meaning.
1. Reason indicatorstherefore, for, so
2. Transitional or introductory phrasesew you also, beyond all these things
3. Imperatives or commandskeep seeking, set your mind on, consider, put theall aside,
do not lie, put on, let
4. Summary statementswhatever you do in word or deed
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5. Eurther explanationsa+renewalin which

6. If...then statements+-you have been raised up with Christ[then] keep seeking the
things above

7. Terms of endearmentas those who have been chosen of God, holy and held

We must keep in mind that dividing the text intodds of meaning isot an exact science

There is much room for differences of opinion. &maph divisions, however, are more exact and
much easier to determine, and translators havelctione most of the work for us. Most of the
time, Greek scholars will be correct in their diersof paragraphs. However, chapter and verse
divisions in the Bible were made hundreds of yegs and are often mistaken.

F. Summary of Colossians 3: 12-17

Now that the Colossians have laid aside the old (wéw was crucified) with his evil character,
they must continually put on the character of tee man who was raised with Christ. The new
man is who theyeally are. This new character is in total contrast to treerobn they once
were—a man characterized by anger and malice, imlihoand impurity, and abusive use of his
tongue. Rather, they must put on compassion amthkiss for one another, patience and
forbearance, forgiveness, love, peace, and tham$gl—character which produaesty,

effective discipleship, and thankful worship pleagito God Such character gut onthrough

the private and public teaching of the word of 6hriOnly to the extent that their thinking is
saturated with the word can they respond to onéhenavith the fruit of the Spirit. Everything
they do should be done in the name of the LordsJeguch means that everything should be done
with thegoal of making the exalted Christ knowto a world of rebellious sinnerdhis is best
achieved only if believers are treating one anotheth love, compassion, and forgivenesshe
corporate community of the church is either our nefiective evangelism or the worst witness to
our hypocrisy. Nothing should be done which waslithder the name of Christ or take His name
in vain before the watching world.

VII. Exegesis of Colossians 3: 17—4:1

A. Meaning Indicators for Colossians 3:17

Colossians 3: 11s the conclusion dfol. 3: 1-17and theintroductionto Col. 3: 17—4: 1. Note
also the repetitionyhatever you do,found in L259.

(242) *"WHATEVER YOU DO IN WORD OR DEED , )

General directives
(243) DO ALL un the name of tive Lord Jeswns, or commands
—> > governing all
(244) giving thanks through Him to God the Father. behavior
— == A )

B. Summary of Colossians 3: 17

Submission to Christ governs obedience to all dtiienan authoritiesin the name of the Lord
Jesusis the governing thought & 18—4: 1 This is why it is highlighted. Doing somethiimg
the name ofsomeone else meant that the action was connectiedheiperson in whose name
you were acting—presumably with his authorizatiod approval (cf. Deut. 18: 20; Ps. 118: 26).
Giving thanks may be the second governing thought in the passhg is mentioned three
times inCol. 3alone.) Everything we do in word and deed shoelddne in such a way that the
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name of Christ is honored and magnified. SubmmsaChrist and thanksgiving for what God
has done for us in Christ is the controlling prpteiof the Christian life.

C. Meaning Indicators of Colossians 3: 18-21
(245) 18 Wivesbe subject to your husbands,
7 > 2 @ \
(246) as i fiHting n the Lord.
)

~—

(247) *Husbandslove your wives

F > ¥ ———
(248) AND do not be embittered against them. Specific directives or
> %

commands governing
(249) *°Children,be obedient to your parentsN ALL THINGS ,

0 //—) 0% [ ] relationships in the
(250) FOR this (s well-pleasing to- Hhe Lova. family.

= > -

(251) *Fathersdo not exasperate your children,

o4 > ¢ 0
(252) so THAT they will not lose heart.
=> ) ————— > J

D. Summary of Colossians 3: 18-21

Wives should be subject to (obey) their husbandwery way that does not conflict with their
obedience to Christé is fitting in the Lord). The phrasess is fitting in the Lord, qualifies

and limits her obedience. The Christian wife carsubmit to anything which contradicts or
compromises the lordship of Christ over her lifeisHands should love their wives (as Christ
loves the church—cf. Eph. 5: 25), and not becortterijor harsh) against them when they fail to
measure up to all their expectations of what théykta wife should be. Furthermore, the
husband’s headship over his wife cannot violatasthrordship ovehis or herlife. He cannot
beat or abuse his wife, nor can he abdicate (giyéis responsibility to be the head of the home
by assigning this task to his wife. God, assigmesiresponsibility to him, not her.

For this is well pleasing to the Lordapplies to children’s obedience to parents, butthese

also qualifies and limits their obedience. Chitdstould be obedient to their parents in every
way that does not contradict their prior submisgoghrist as Lord. Contradiction to Christ’s
lordship cannot be “well pleasing”. In the same \itagt husbands should not require perfection
from their wives, fathers should not exasperaterovoke their children with unrealistic demands
and expectations. Furthermore, the lordship ofsthmits the father’s authority over their
children. They can discipline their children, thety are not allowed to abuse them. (Such
teaching was unheard of in Roman society in whieim itmad almost life and death power over
wives and children who had few, if any, legal rgghFathers are also not allowed to let children
become independent of their authority or autonongsel-ruling). Paul would have no sympathy
with thecultural norm of male oppression.

E. Meaning Indicators and Stylistic Features of Calssians 3: 22—4: 1
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commanto obey

(253) 22 Slaves|N ALL THINGS obey A
% ?

A

in everything
(254) those who argour masters on earth, « - — — _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____ __
\i _% \i EB Command to obey earthly masters

(255) NOT with external service, N

(256) as those !ALho_'”DEEIALNJAMﬂL a manner of obedience—
external
% -

(257) BUT with sincerity of heart, ~
= @
(258) fearing the Lord.
~~

(259) *WHATEVER YOU DO,
(260) do your work
—>

heartily,

N\

(261) as_for the Lord
~-
(262) rather than for men,

|
I
I
I
|
|
|
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
[
|
|
I
(263) “*kNOWING  that from the Lord Rewards :
I
I
|
I
I
I
I
I
|
I
I
I
|
I
|
I
I
I
|
|
|
I
I
-

(264) yor will reoa}vf the reward of the inheritanc for obedience
. . b
(265) It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.
(266) °FOR Ae whodoes wrong a
B Penalties
(267) well rececye theconsequences |, <
 ———
for disobedi
(268) of the/vrong which ~e has done, g or disobedience
Specific directives or
(269) ancthat Wlthout partiality. b commands governing
(270) * Mé{'t'grs, grant to your slaves justice and fairnes relationships at work
—>
X L S
(271) kNOWING that you too have Master in heaven. o —

¢ —=
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F. Summary of Colossians 3: 22—4: 1

In the same way that the behavior, authority, afmhgssion of husbands, fathers, wives, and
children are qualified and limited by the lordsbipChrist, the behavior, authority and submission
of masters and slaves is qualified and limitedHiy same lordship. Slaves cannot submit to
commands which contradict their allegiance to Ghasd masters cannot assume absolute
lordship over their slaves in contradiction to guthority and lordship of Christ.

However, to the extent that submission to earthdgters does not contradict the lordship of
Christ, slaves should serve their masters as yf éine serving Christ himself because this is what
they are really doing. If they obey their masfeosn the heart as if they were obeying Christ,
they will be rewarded accordingly, for they areuaty serving Christ. The same submission
applies to employees who are not slaves. Masteremployers are reminded that they, too, have
a Master in heaven who does not show partialityjlbman masters on earth.

Therefore, the lordship of Christ governs the wéakp and the ordinary, mundane tasks which
we all perform. If we do our work heartily for therd, no taskis mundane; it is an act of
worship. There is neacred-secular dichotomy (separatiom)the theology of Paul. That is,

there is no sphere of activity or labor on earthclhis somehow disconnected with one’s
relationship to the Lordv( 17, whatever you dg. Thefalse teachers of gnosticisimelieved that
the Colossians should concentrate on higher leéMbloght and life which was more spiritual

and important than the mundane routine of normatyeday life. Surely these routine things
must be avoided, even discarded, as much as pessibllow for further contemplation of the
higher life ofpure spirit—the ultimate goal of escape from the human bd@gd was not
concerned, they taught, about the body nor thg$hassociated with the body—Iike work. Paul
believed otherwise. Work was the normal meansibifrstting to the lordship of Christ. Most of
man’s life consists in his work, and if his workclhenes disconnected to his faith, then most of his
life is spent in faithlessness—and “whatever isfrmth faith is sin” (Rom. 14: 23b). On the other
hand, anyone who submits his work to God will bgaeled for any good deed done “in the name
of the Lord Jesus.”{(With good will render service, as to the Lord, amat to men®knowing

that whatever good thing each one does, this he Wieceive back from the Lord, whether

slave or free”; Ephesians 6:7-8 NASB).

It is worthy of notice that Paul wrotene verse eacimstructing wives, husbands, children,
fathers, and masters, atidee lengthy versemstructing slaves. In Eph. 5—6, husbands receive
most of the emphasis, but even in that passagesske givemour verses. Why this emphasis
upon slaves? For one thingany Christians were slaves, afelv were masters—plain and
simple (1 Cor. 1: 26). However, this was not thenpry reason for the emphasis upon slaves.
Paul was dealing with a very fundamental aspeonefs life—his work. Marriage and family
was certainly fundamental, and faithfulness in #jueere was crucial for the evangelistic witness
of the church. But faithfulness in this other fantental area was also crucial. If the Christian
faith produced slackness in work, insolence ancedpect, and unreliability among Christian
slaves, the name of God and the Christian faithlevba dishonored throughout Roman and
Greek society (cf.1 Tim. 6: 1). Faith in Christule be viewed, therefore, as a threat to social
and political order. On the other hand, if slafesulog would demonstrate faithfulness in the
mundane, sometimes distasteful tasks set befone-tiaing their work as for the Lord—then
God would be honored among the heathen. Why? uBeaathers—including non-Christian
masters and slaves—would see thatChristian God was worthy of being worshiped eve

spite of unpleasant external circumstance¥/ho was in a better position than a common slave
to proclaim the wonder, joy, and freedom of Chaistsalvation?
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Giving thanks—mentioned three times fDol. 3—is crucial to the success of doing one’s
work heartily. To dogood work, we must be thankful that God has giwemworkio doand that
we have a Savidor whom to work Most people have nothing but themselves or a bmsvork
for, but we have &ord who also loved us enough to die for us, and lowestill to intercede for
us daily before the throne of God the Father. Hoany bosses do we know who do this?

Christian masters (employers), on the other hangt imethis kind of boss because their

Master in heaveris this kind of boss4( 1). Jesus is the kind of Master that every mastdr a
employer on earth must imitate—fair, just, kindngeus, understanding, humble, forgiving, and
impartial. Earthly masters must give up threatgr{leph. 6: 9) as a means of motivation, but
through kindness and generosity should set a Gikesexample. Through the kindness of their
masters, many slaves would be won to the Chrisidim; and the mutually respectful relationship
between Christian masters and Christian slavesouoeila witness to God'’s glory.

G. Suggested meaning blocks of Colossians 3: 17—34:

17 i Everything you do must be done with the
(242) “"Whatever you do in word or deed, goal of honoring Christ, whosemeis

(243) doall in the name of the Lord Jesus, either honored or dishonored by the way
(244) giving thanks through Him to God the Fathg believers treat one another. Further,
everything must be done with an attitude d
thanksgiving to God the Father for what H
/ has done for us through Jesus Christ.
Thankfulness is the mark of true Christian
distinguishing him from the ingratitude of
unbelievers (cf. Rom. 1: 21

—

(1]

. . Wives should submit to their husbands as far
(245) 18 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as the higher authority of Christ allows.

(246) as is fitting in the Lord. They should do this because Christ has given
K the husband spiritual authority over the wifg.

Husbands should love their wives in

(247) 19Husbands, love your wives practical, observable ways and should avoid

. . all harshness or bitterness toward the
(248) and do not be embittered against them. imperfect behavior of their wives. The

compassion and kindness they owe to othgrs
[, surely must be evident in their marriage.

(249) 2°Children, be obedient to your parents in all thj| Children must submit to the authority of

. . their parents as far as the authority of
(250) for this is well-pleasing to the Lord. M Christ allows. This is pleasing to the

Lord who established the home as the
basic authority structure of society.

(251) *Fathers, do not exasperate your childrell Fathers should not be over-zealous or unrealiftic
(252) so that they will not lose heart. in their correction and training of children. If
they do so, their children may lose any hope qf
N doing anything right. Discipline should be a
mixture of both positive and negative
exhortations, not just negative criticism.
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(253) 22 Slaves, in all things obey Slaves must submit to their earthly masters as

(254) those who are your masters on earth, far as the authority of Christ will allow. They
(255) not with external service should do this because God has ordered socigty

in such a way that there are some whoimare
(256) as those whmerelyplease men, O authority and others who anender authority.
(257) but with sincerity of heart, Any other ordering of society would result in
(258) fearing the Lord. chaos and the tyranny of pure democracy where

everyone does what is right in his own eyes
(Judges 17: 6; 21: 25). Slaves should submit {o
their masters with the goal of pleasing Christ
and not men, knowing that Christ is watching

everything they do.
(259) *Whatever you do, It does not matter what kind of work you do or hampleasant it
(260) do your work heartily may seem. The important thing to understand isyiia are
(261) as for the Lord p doing it for the Lord and not for men. For thiagen, you
(262) rather than for men, should be able to do any kind of wdrkartily—from the
heart—knowing that you are doing it for the Lord.

(263) *knowing that from the Lord Anything you do for the Lord will be rewardegl
(264) you will receive the reward of the inheriten | by the Lord Himself. This reward is not the
(265) It is the Lord Christ whom you serv reward of eternal life, but special rewards for
O services rendered that are included in the
inheritance (cf. Eph. 6: 5-8).

(266) *For he who does wrong

(267) will receive the consequences The additional incentives for faithful service dne
N IQ consequence$or unfaithful service. Not only are

(268) of the wrong which he has do there rewards in heaven for obedience, but there ai

(269) and that without partiality. consequences for disobedience—whether a man is|a
slave or a free man makes no difference. All bl
judged (cf. 2 Cor. 5: 10; Matt. 16: 27).

(270) Mas'gers, grant to your slaves justice and fairtnf™ - cors must recognize that they also ar

Master in heaven. As their Master is
5 always fair and just, so also should they.

Note to the reader:These meaning blocks were actually worked outyrhead before | wrote
the summaries of each section—Col. 3: 1-4; 3: 53112-17; and 3: 17—4: 1. | simply put them
all together here.

Excursus: Review of Wolvaardt's Five Steps of Exeges

Wolvaardt lists fiveSteps of Exegesi§p. 79). For those who do not have his baddw to
Interpret the Bible—A Do-It-Yourself-Manual | will reproduce them here with further
comments.

1. Research the communication situationStudy the historical context of the text under
examination, including the questions: Who wrotelibek, to whom, under what circumstances,
for what purpose, etc. (see WolvaaHlT,IB, p. 81; my notes oRlermeneutics, Il. The Context
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D. Historical-Cultural Context pp. 34-38). In addition to the Bible, other smg may be
consulted such as Bible dictionaries, encyclopediai®s in study Bibleg(your best source
outside the Bible itself) etc. Remember also thatvery best source of information about any
single text in the Bible is the Bible itself (loak the cross references in the margins of yourystud
Bibles!). We have not spent any time on thesetgures however, by studying the text itself,
much of thehistorical context can be discovered even without consultutgide sources. (See
my Hermeneutics, Il. TheContext, B. The Context of the Book in which the Passagé-mund,
pp. 26-30.)

2. Establish the Literary Context. This includes the study of the text itself (df. Literary
Context,from your notes). What kind of literagenre (form)is under examination: (1) the
exposition and exhortation of the NT epistles;t(® poetry of Psalms, Proverbs, other wisdom
books, and the prophets; (3) apocalyptic literaair@evelation or Daniel; (4) the narratives of
the OT, Acts, or the Gospels; (5) the parableesiid; or (6) a mixture of several types, as in the
prophets? The type of genre used will determieesthategy for interpretation. (See my
Hermeneutics Synoptic Gospels; Wisdom Literature; Major and Min@rophets;andBiblical
Interpretation—the Synoptic Gospels; Biblical Intpretation—OT NarrativesandBiblical
Interpretation—Old Testament Poetry

3. Analyze the PassageWolvaardt breaks this step down into five sepastdps:

3.1 Write out the passage in smaller units.

3.2 Mark the significant meaning indicators(cf. I. Meaning Indicators: A. Persons,
things, events, and attributes, B. Stylistic fesds, C. Relationships between the
different syntactic unitsfrom your notes).

3.3 Explain words and phrasegcf. Il. The meaning of words and phrasdsom your
notes).

3.4 Establish the meaning structure.This step includes the identification of meaning
blocks. However, one must first study the histdrcontext(1), the literary
context(2) and analyze the passa@el, 3.2,and3.3) before he is able to
determine blocks of meaning.

3.5 Conclude and summarize the message to the ongl receiver. Summarize the
meaning of the text in your own words, usingwuds of the Biblical author as
sparingly as possible. _If you cannot summatieerheaning in your own words,

you don’t understand the text.

4. Relate message to broader biblical and theologicframework. (cf. Il. The meaning of
words and phrasedrom your notes which includes a discussion efahalogy of faith See also
my notes orHermeneutics, “The Analogy of Faith}. If our interpretation contradicts the plain
teaching of the Bible elsewhere, then somethivgang with our interpretation—unless, of
course, we were mistaken about what_we thoughBithle taught, which is very possible. This
leads to the last step.

5. Read interpretations of others (e.g. commentars®. Don’t be arrogant. The Holy Spirit was
teaching His church centuries before you were bamd,He will be doing so centuries after you
are dead. Allow the Holy Spirit to teach you thgbuwhat He has taught others. Men of God
have spent lifetimes studying the scriptures indhiginal languages. They are God’s gifts to His
church (Eph. 4: 11-14); use them. However, Woldbir correct in putting this steégst.

Because of our inherent laziness, our first tengé&nto grab a commentary off the shelf before
we have spent extensive time and effort interpgetie text ourselves. We like short cuts to any
hard labor. But our laziness robs us of aalj-discoveryf what the text teaches. It also makes
us too susceptible to the opinions of scholars may be mistaken itheir interpretation.
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Besides, many African pastors today will not havarge library of commentaries to use in their
study of the text, and this situation is not likedychange in the near future.

H. Possible Sermon Outline for Colossians 3: 17—4:

Main ldea: Everything we do in life must be done fothe purpose of honoring the name of
Christ and showing our gratitude to Him for what He has done.

This elicits (brings up) a question from the téthat are the most common activities and
responsibilities for all people? The answer isrnage, family, and one’s occupation or labor.
To carry this further, what are the responsib#itté marriage, family, and occupation which are
most likely to bring friction and strife within elaof these spheres of activity? The answer is:
submission to the authority established by GodThis was obviously the point of friction in
Colossae and Ephesus—failure to submit willinglgl &eartily to authority in those ordinary and
mundane tasks God had given them. Why else woulti®antion the exhortations in Col. 3?

The question, therefore, which | would use as #m@dfor my sermon is thi8vhat does it mean
to submit to authority as a wife, husband, child, leve, and master?If you are asking about
why | included husbands and masters, the ansveamisle: Everyonemust submit to some kind
of authority. Implicit inCol. 4: 1is the necessity for the master (the employesutamit to
Christ,his master. The same is certainly true of the huspandPaulcommandshe husband to
love his wife—not a polite suggestion, but an ingtee demanding compliance (obedience).
Loving one’s wife in ways she can understand isamooption for husbands, but is part of their
submission to Christ. Thus, the outline would Isoknething like this:

Revised Main Idea: Honoring the name of Christ in gery part of our lives must include
grateful submission to His authority in marriage, n family, and in our jobs.

But what does this mean? How do we practice subamgo Christ in all these crucial areas?

I. Wives must submit to their own husbands as ifttey were submitting to Christ.
A. The Pattern of Submissior—the church’s submission to Christ
B. The Limitations of Submission—as far as the authority of Christ allows (She cénn
submit to her husband in ways which violate hensigbion to Christ’s authority.)

II. Husbands must love their own wives in observalg, practical ways.
A. The Pattern of Submissior—Christ’s self-sacrifice for His church (note: Tlgsnot in
the Colossians text, but any treatment of thisestthyould need to use the Ephesians text
as well as the Colossians text.)
B. The Limitations of Submission—as far as the authority of Christ allows (Thatle
husband cannot “love” his wife in ways which vi@dtis loyalty to Christ, for this would
not be true love. For example, he cannot allowtbére the head of the family since Christ
has given this responsibility to him. Thus, ih@ love by which a husband becomes
subordinate to his wife.)

lll. Children must obey their parents as if they wae obeying Christ.
A. The Pattern of Submissior—Christ’'s submission to His heavenly father
B. The Limitations of Submission—as far as the authority of Christ allows (Thus,
children are not the slaves of their parents whetrda anything they ask. They must
obey only if obedience does not violate the lawsofl. Children are first and foremost,
the slaves of Christ).
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IV. Employees must obey their employers in everytinig related to their jobs.
A. The Pattern of Submissior—Slavery to Christ (You are really working for Cétriand
this knowledge will make all the difference in tlvay you work.)
B. The Limitations of Submission—as far as the authority of Christ allows (Emplas/ee
must not do anything which violates the Law of Gexgn if it results in getting fired.)

V. Employers must treat their employees fairly andustly.
A. The Pattern of Submissior—Christ as the benevolent master who is alwaysgundt
fair. (Employers do not have the liberty of tragtemployees any way they please, but
must honor the pattern of Christ’'s mastery overctingrch. If they choose to mistreat
them, then their Master in heaven will discipliher accordingly.)
B. The Limitations of Submission—as far as the authority of Christ allows (Emplayer
must maintain proper leadership over their emplsggethat their authority is not
despised or treated with contempt. Contempt fnarity in any sphere of society is
contempt of Christ who established the authoritycdtires in society. The tyranny of the

employer must not be replaced with the tyrannyheflabor force—which is what happens

with labor unions on strike which hold their emptoy hostage to their demands or
students at a university striking against the adstration. Theposition of leadership
implies theresponsibilityof leadership.)

Quite obviously, this “sermon”—with due preparatiewould actually become seriesof

sermons covering these crucial areas of obedienaathority. You could develop a whole
seminaron marriage, family, and woifkom this outline.

VIII. Exegesis of Colossians 4: 2-18

A. Meaning Indicators
B. Stylistic Features

(272) 2 Devote yourselves tprayer, a | Devotion toprayer. «—

(273) keeping alert in it withn attitude othanksgiving; b ;Eertliﬁyplriizrlkeepmg <«

—_—) 0\2 Y . J
(274) praying at the same time for us as well, a | Devotion toprayer. <
— g -

S

(275) that God will open up to us a door for therdy b | The key idea islertnessto the
> C —_—— Yy 4 ﬂj opportunitywhich God affords—

anopen doorfor preaching.

( \

(276) so that we may speak forth the mystery afsth " . ”
-_____) S # ay speak forth; may make

clear; ought to speakare

. . . subjunctive verbs which are usually
(277) for which 1 have also been imprisoned,; translated in English in the future

O+ tense—“will"—or with “may”. The
subjunctive mood gives the idea of

(278) “that | may make it clear in the way | oughspeak| contingency or uncertainty—
> > o ———— something may or may not happen
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(279)5 Conduct yourselyesWITH WISDOM  toward outsiders, a
—> O

(280) making the most of the opportunity.
—

(281) ° [._&)r‘your speech always be WITH GRACE

=

New Testament Epistles

S5/

(282) as thouglseasone@ITH SALT ,

]

Saltis used here as a
metaphor fograce Thus, b
| gave it the same symbol

(283) sO THAT you will know (284) howyow shoudd respond to cachpersond <+
S - >

= ©~—>

(285) 7As to all myaffairs,

S>)

(286) Tychicuspur beloved brother and faithful servant

| have marked Tychicus, brother, serva||1t,
and bond-servant with the same symbo|.
In this way we can see that Paul is talkipg
about the same person.

y 4 @ [\ @
(287) and fellow bond-servant in the Lord,
-
(288) will bring youinformation.
— *O 0

(289) 8For | have sent him to you fdhis very purpose,
O—ea O

(290) that you may know about our circumstances
O~ ~

Affairs, information, purpose, [::]
circumstances, encourage, whole
situation—Paul was in prison in Rome
(Acts 28: 16-31); and, naturally, the
Colossians would be concerned about his
welfare. Thus, Paul wanted them to know
that he was okay. Notices L285-294.
Our circumstancesrefers the reader to
Aristarchus, Paul'sfellow prisoner.

291) AND that he may encourage your hearts;
(291) y g y

Ty Oe

(292) °and with him Onesimusur faithful and beloved brothe\

@ O N/

(293) who is one of yourumber
@ ® O K

(294)
W@ O

(295) * Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner,

@n O @M
(296) s_en»ds you higjreetings;

3

(297) and a/so Barnabas's cousin Mark

O @D

(298) (about whom you received instructions;
—
3
(299) if

@ > O =

They will inform you aboute whole situation here.

il

he comes to yo{Ihen—lmplled]weIcome him);

Notice all the
people mentioned
in these few verses
Paul did not do
ministry alone, but
had many faithful
workers who
labored alongside
him. “Two are
better than one
because they have
a good return for
their labor °For if
either of them falls,
the one will lift up
his companion. But
woe to the one who
falls when there is
not another to lift
him up. (Ecc. 4:9-
10 NASB; cf. Lk.
10: 1).

Py
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(300) **andalsoJesus who is called Justus;

(301) these  are the only fellow workerstfer kingdom of God
-l 7f O@® h &

(302) who are from the circumcision,

-l g

(303) AND they have proved to be an encouragement to me
L, O@*— O
(304) ““Epaphras, who is one of your number,

OOOOé

(305) a bondslave of Jesus Christ, Once again, look at the networ
O _Qn <5> of people with whom Paul had

been involved in ministry.
(306) sends you higreetings,

[::l Pastors need a network of
people for mutual
encouragement. Notice also th

1%

307) always laboring earnestly for you in his , number of timegreetingsare
( y g yfory Vs
> mentioned. This is
(308) that you may stamERFECT OQ characteristic of Paul’ letters.
= O-——>

(309) AND FULLY ASSURED in all the will of God.
1 AN
(310) **For | testify for him
OoO— O
(311) that he has a deep concern for you

(312) aND for those whog in Laodicea and Hierapolis.

- - -

(313) **Luke, the beloved physician, sends you drisetings,

e ) @ Oe

(314) and also Demas. | Not all of Paul's associates
@) remained faithful (cf. 2 Tim. 4: 10).

(315) ®Greet the brethren who are in Laodicea
—>
- -

(316) and also Nymphaand the church that is in her housd

Paul’s letters circulated among thg

o é O churches to establish the apostoli

tradition, and he understood that

(317) 15 wWhen this letter is read among you, his letters had apostolic authority.
> O “If anyone thinks he is a prophet or

(318) have it also read in the church of the Laodiceans; fﬁ;r'ttﬁiigftwmfghrm?g'iﬁ ;,Zit
> é are theLord's commandment.
(319) and you, for your part %But if anyone does natecognize
this, he is not recognized.” (1
Corinthians 14:37-38 NASB).

(320) read my letterthat is comingrom Laodicea.

— O 2
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(321) ' Say to Archippus, “Take heed to the ministry
—> O —> -

(322) which you have received in the Lord,

ﬂj O «— +
(323) that you may fulfill it.”
=

O —-———>
ﬂj A signature of
. . . . authentication. Paul's
(324) 181, Paul,write this greeting with my own hand. signature would be
recognized by the
(325) Remember my imprisonment. church to prevent fraud.
—> O
m]] This is Paul’s first

. imprisonment. Demas

(326) Grace be with you. deserted him during his
[::] O second imprisonment
in Rome (2 Tim. 4: 10)

IX. Appendix to Interpreting New Testament Epistles

A. Clues for Finding the Author’s Main Topics and Ideas
(Taken from Doriani, Getting the Message, “Analyzing Discourse”, p.)79

1. Location—The main idea frequently occurs in the first @ tast sentence of a section or
paragraph, or in both.

2. Restatement—Authors restate, repeat, or return to the mairceph

3. Direct Address—Authors may address their hearers before statmgia idea e.g. “Brothers”,
“Dear friends”.

4. Introductory Formulas —To draw attention to their chief points, authersaduce them with
phrases like “I want you to know” or “I write thet@ngs to you so that”.

5. Concluding Formulas—Look for words that summarize a discussion, sstherefore, thus,
or so.

Example:

“Therefore | urge you, brethren, by the mercie&ofl, to present your bodies a living and holy
sacrifice, acceptable to Gaghich isyour spiritual service of worshipAnd do not be conformed
to this world, but be transformed by the renewihgaur mind, so that you may prove what the
will of God is, that which is good and acceptalid gerfect. (Romans 12:1-2 NASB)

1. “Present your bodies™—the first proposition in {heragraph.
2. No restatement in this example.

3. “Brethren’—direct address

4.l urge you—introductory formula

5. “Therefore”—concluding formula

General Principles for Discourse Analysis

(Taken from Doriani, pp. 81-91)

Principle 1: Look for words and phrases that explicitly conrmw idea to another. Some of the
most common connecting words &4, if, then, therefore, for, so thatOther English
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connecting words atgecause, so, since, when, just as, in order thdtiley after, etc.
These terms connect phrases within sentencesjstovhole sentences.

Principle 2: Look for implicit and understated connections. Example, the connection between
Matt. 18: 17 and 18 and between Matt. 18: 20 and 21

Relations Between Propositions: A Simple English-Bad Model (Doriani—p.89)

1. Addition and Subtraction—A simple sequence of events connectedbisty and,andthen.
B-A-T

a. But statements contrast two propositions—they subtnatstke away something from
another statementYet, on the contrary, on the other hand, howeyare other words indicating
subtraction.)

b. And_statements add ideagAnd, also, furthermore, moreovegndin addition).

c. Thenpropositions describe sequences of evéBisfore, after, then, next, during,
while, andmeanwhileare other sequence words

2. Cause and Effect—when one statement gives reasons, results, meamditions, or
conclusions to be drawn from another. P-R-I-CAEppse, reasoning, if-then, concession, effect.

a. Purpose statements-describe actions taken in order to obtain speo#fsuilts. They
tell why an action takes placeo(that, in order topr to by itself, [as part of an infinitive])

b. Reasoning statements-draw conclusions from prior assertions or stagelsis for
conclusions that have already been statbdré¢fore, thus, so, since, then, consequently, for
this reason, becausas well as combinations of these words)

c.lf-then statements—express possibility. What is actually possiblesomething that is
impossible because of certain conditiofis.. then, but thethenis often not stated but is
assumed)

d. Concession statements-concede that one thing is true even though we heason to
expect another. “We had a wonderful picnic evemgfioit rained” Although, even though,
nevertheless, in spite of, yet, and nonetheless)

e. Effect statements—one proposition describes what happened or whaieésand the
second explains how or why it came about. “Sihcained so hard, we had to cancel the football
game.” gince, because, theandconsequently)

3. Clarification and Explanation

a. Introductions—formulas such akurge you, | want you to know, truly | say to you,
thus says the Lord, the Scripture sagsepare readers for important statements thatviollo

b. Summaries and restatements-remind readers of what has gone before often befor
starting a new topic.

c. lllustrations—use events, stories, or figures of speech to raakabstract idea more
concrete, or to add an emotional component to sag@s
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B. Meaning Indicator Symbols

New Testament Epistles

These are most of the symbols | have used throughwistudy ofColossiansThey are
computer-generated, but would not be difficultépnoduce manually. | am giving them to you as
an example of what you should do as you are stgdyirough an entire book of the Bible. As
you move through each section marking the indisakaep a record of the symbols you are
using. In this way, yowan be consistent in your markingwhich will lead to more

consistency in your understanding of the text.

1. Marking persons, things, characteristics (desgptions of things or persons).

God; God the Fathef

Unbelievers, outsiders, sons of disobedience

Church, saints

We; us

Circumcision

A
>

uncircumcision

Throne, dominion,
kingdom, rule, authority

Baptisn

Peace

\S%

AN
S
-
o
<
h
<
O
3t

Heaven

@

D

earth

Belovec

Y%

Creation, created thil

AN

Certificate of debt,
sin, wrong,
transgression, law

Thanksgiving, thanks

Physical body

S

Prayer

4

[\

-

+ Christ, the Lord; reward. crown
Jesus Christ o ’
- Specific person
@ O| (different shades)
& | Noone | () | Childrer
. New man,
dead @ alive S | new self

Word of God; gospel;
wisdom instruction

-

ministry

Love. concerl

Faithful

Attributes of God

s

_I_

Cross of Christ

illl

prison, prisoner

Justice and fairness

©

<=

[

Faitr

consequences

Attributes of Christ

Fellowship,
fellow, unity

holy

Hope
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Fathers, husbands % Wives ‘f Master

d
@ Mystery, mystery of Chrisf c] grace _Qh Slave

f | Judge e you, your [ ] all, every = | wrath

< — | Greetings 43# dGiCJeed will of W information, letter

m Redemption, forgiveness o Old man, old self, body of
flesh, sinners in Proverbs,

Psalm

2. Marking Events

Subjunctive—"may”, “ought”, “would” and
Imperative verb—positive sometimes, “will”, showing some uncertainty abopt
the action, thus, the dashed line. (Notice differe

> arrowhead from present and past.

Imperative verb—negative (not)

-~ >

Future tense—“will”. An action which
is expected to take place. Not as
uncertain as subjunctive (“may”).

/

Present tense verbs pointing forward to the
continuing activity of the action

v

Past tense verbs pointing backwarg
to the time of activity

A
<
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2. Marking Relationships Between the Different Syrdctical Units

a. Time

When, then—

$_] | Before [? | After ﬂ While, always, |}> can either

now, constantly, point forward
once
or backward

b. Causality
— Reason—therefore, for (by itself), Means—thron
[ ' — gh,
< fé)és(;a:ause, since...then, for this D — by means of by

Purpose—so that, that, in order .
P Contra-expectation—

=> that, in order to, to, for > > although...but, yet, etc.

(preposition)

<> Alteration—either...or|  —smmmmm | Condition—if...then

Develop a system for marking the indicators.

1. Mark all the persons.

2. Mark all the things which are not persons.

3. Mark all events (verbs) using underlining or arows.

4. Mark syntactical relationships of causality andime.

5. Mark stylistic features—jparallelisms and chiasmgif any. Do not expect to
see parallelisms and chiasms everywhere.)
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C. Meaning Indicator Symbols for Colossians 1: 1-20

(1) 1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ

- O
(2) by the will of God,

(3) and Timothy our brother,
O g O
(4) 2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ

r:rD$<O>

(5) who areat Colossae:

(6) Grace to you and peace from God our Father.

O AN AVAN
(7) 3 We give thanks to God,

[ X/

. “praying” is present tense,
(8) the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, continuous activity, thus the
A_ ~ arrow points forward
(9) praying always for you, _—
— 6
(10) @since we heard “heard” is past activity thus
LT the arrow points backward to

(11) of your faith in Christ Jesus a previous time

4_—_

(12) and the love which you have for all the sgint

\VAVAR® (] &
(13) ®because of the hope laid up for you in heaven,
| ©— ¢
(14) of which you previously heard

+—

(15) in the word of truth, the gosp&ihich has come to you,

B %
(16) just as in all the world also
() D
(17) it is constantly bearing fruit and incsenm,
D —> — _—

(18) even a# has been doing you also

|

(19) since the day you heandlit
4__

(20) and understood the grace of God in truth;
D o EVANG
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21) ’just as you learneil from Epaphras,

(21) °] y A pcg

(22) our beloved fellow bond-servant,
7 9 % O

(23) who is a faithful servant of Christ orr taehalf,
o N o = 4

(24) ®and he also informed us of your love in the Spirit.

S o $Q O

(25) 9 For this reason also,
M)
(26) since the day we heaotlit,

G
(27) we have not ceased to pray for you
LT >
(28) and to ask that you may be filled “may be filled” is subjunctive
- e _____ > mood which means the action |s
(29) with the knowledge of His will potential or not already
A [Ij completed.

(30) in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,

(31) '°so’that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Hor

— O
(32) to pleasélimin all respects, — e o
. Will walk”, “to please”, “bearing”,
O [ ] } “increasing”, are all verbs which are
_ . potential, not actual. Thatis, Paul is
(33) bearing fruit in every good work exhorting them to walk in such a mannefr
—e [ ] <> } from this point and into the future that
they will be pleasing to the Lord, bearing

(34) and increasing in the knowledge of @ fruitand increasing. They are doing this
now, but He wants them to continue thig

— AN Bty
11 . activity into the future. Therefore | have
(35) “strengthened with all power, used the future verb symbol.
—_—e
() —

(36) according to His glorious might,
N AT

(37) for the attaining of all steadfastness arttepee;

[ ] 1] 1]
(38) joyously*?giving thanks to the Father,
— Y AN
(39) who has qualified us to share in the inheaéa
A ~ g
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(40) of the saints in Light.
=i

(41) **For He rescued us from the domain of darkness,
AN ~ A g

(42) and transferred us to the kingdom of His betbSon,
D 4 R &8 Q <=

(43) **in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of.sins
- M g

(44) 15 He _is the image of the invisible God,
AN A N

(45) the firstborn of all creation.

<= () w

(46) *°For by Him all things were created,
(47) bothin the hgens and on earth,

D

(48) visible and invisible,

(49) whether thrones or dominions or rulers ohatrities—

h h h h

(50) all things have been created
[ ] W
(51) through Him and for  Him.
= < =
(52) "He is before all things,
=" 4 (v
(53) and in Him all things hold together.
~4~(] =
(54) ®He is also head of the body, the church;
_>
= <= 0 -
(55) and He is the beginning, the firstbownirthe dead,
i ~- A
(56) so that
=>
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(57) He Himself will come to have first place weeything.

=TT > <= (v
(58) ~“For it was thd-ather'sgood pleasure —
will come to have” is

‘_
= AN 43# actually a subjunctive

(59) for all the fullness to dwell in Him, verb. Inthis case, the
E—— O action Is not uncertain

but potential. That is,
(60) *and through Him to reconcile all things to Himse] the action has not

= c «—— [ ] Ww paN already taken place.
(61) having made peace through the blood of kiss;

© T
(62) through Him] say,
= > —
(63) whether things on earth or things in heaven.
7 P \&/

D. Cross-references to Different Words in Colossian

1. “Darkness” and “Light”

"THE PEOPLE WHO WERE SITTING IN DARKNESS SAW A GRHALIGHT, AND THOSE
WHO WERE SITTING IN THE LAND AND SHADOW OF DEATH, BON THEM A LIGHT
DAWNED." (Matthew 4:16 NAU)

"The eye is the lamp of the body; so then if yoye s clear, your whole body will be full of
light. 2>"But if your eye is bad, your whole body will belfaf darkness. If then the light that is in
you is darkness, how great is the darkness! (Matt@2-23 NAU)

"l say to you that many will come from east and twagsd reclinet the tablewith Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heavélyt the sons of the kingdom will be cast out itite t
outer darkness; in that place there will be weepind gnashing of teeth.” (Matthew 8:11-12
NAU)

The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkiessot comprehend it There came a man sent
from God, whose name was JohHe came as a witness, to testify about the Lighthat all

might believe through hinfHe was not the Light, biite cameto testify about the Light There
was the true Light which, coming into the worldligihtens every man. (John 1:5-9 NAU)

"This is the judgment, that the Light has come th@world, and men loved the darkness rather
than the Light, for their deeds were evil. (JOhbGANAU)

Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, "I amitji@ bf the world; he who follows Me will not
walk in the darkness, but will have the Light déli (John 8:12 NAU)
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"I have comeaasLight into the world, so that everyone who belieire®Me will not remain in
darkness. (John 12:46 NAU)

For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darks& is the One who has shone in our hearts to
give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of Gimdhe face of Christ. (2 Corinthians 4:6
NAU)

Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there ligiet. * God saw that the light was good; and
God separated the light from the darkness. (Gerde3id NAU)

Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for wieatnership have righteousness and
lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with deds? (2 Corinthians 6:14 NAU)

For He rescued us from the domain of darknesstrandferred us to the kingdom of His beloved
Son, (Colossians 1:13 NAU)

for you were formerly darkness, but now you arehtig the Lord; walk as children of Light
(Ephesians 5:8 NAU)

Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of dagks, but instead even expose them; (Ephesians
5:11 NAU)

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood dgainst the rulers, against the powers, against
the world forces of this darkness, against thatspirforcesof wickedness in the heaverplaces
(Ephesians 6:12 NAU)

But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that thyevetzuld overtake you like a thieffor you are
all sons of light and sons of day. We are not ghhinor of darkness; (1 Thessalonians 5:4-5
NAU)

But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HONATION, A PEOPLE FOR
God'sOWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the esweiés of Him who has called
you out of darkness into His marvelous light; (1dP@:9 NAU)

If we say that we have fellowship with Him apetwalk in the darkness, we lie and do not
practice the truth; (1 John 1:6 NAU)

On the other hand, I am writing a new commandmegbti, which is true in Him and in you,
because the darkness is passing away and theighieis already shining.The one who says he

is in the Light and/ethates his brother is in the darkness until N8#he one who loves his

brother abides in the Light and there is no caasstiimbling in him*'But the one who hates his
brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkreasd does not know where he is going because
the darkness has blinded his eyes. (1 John 2:8AL1)N

2. “kingdom”, “rulers”, “authorities”
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."t(Naw 3:2 NAU)
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is kinigdom of heaven. (Matthew 5:3 NAU)

"Blessed are those who have been persecuted feakteeof righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 5:10 NAU)
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"Whoever then annuls one of the least of these camiiments, and teaches otherslothe same,
shall be called least in the kingdom of heavenidutever keeps and teachikem he shall be
called great in the kingdom of heav&HFor | say to you that unless your righteousnesgaases
that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not entekkthgdom of heaven. (Matthew 5:19-20
NAU)

"Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earthtas in heaven. (Matthew 6:10 NAU)

"But seek first His kingdom and His righteousnesg] all these things will be added to you.
(Matthew 6:33 NAU)

"Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord," wiltenthe kingdom of heaven, but he who does
the will of My Father who is in heavenill enter. (Matthew 7:21 NAU)

Or do you not know that the unrighteous will ndtenit the kingdom of God? Do not be
deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, rdulgrers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuglsor
thieves, nothecovetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swirgjlesill inherit the kingdom of
God. (1 Corinthians 6:9-10 NAU)

Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which iamenorality, impurity, sensuality’idolatry,
sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outburstsrafe, disputes, dissensions, factidhenvying,
drunkenness, carousing, and things like these hadtwl forewarn you, just as | have forewarned
you, that those who practice such things will mbterit the kingdom of God. (Galatians 5:19-21
NAU)

For this you know with certainty, that no immoralimpure person or covetous man, who is an
idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of &theind God. (Ephesians 5:5 NAU)

so that you would walk in a manner worthy of thed®dho calls you into His own kingdom and
glory. (1 Thessalonians 2:12 NAU)

"Now judgment is upon this world; now the rulertbis world will be cast out. (John 12:31 NAU)

"And He, when He comes, will convict the world cerming sin and righteousness and judgment;
® concerning sin, because they do not believe in'R&md concerning righteousness, because | go
to the Father and you no longer see Mand concerning judgment, because the ruler of this
world has been judged. (John 16:8-11 NAU)

To me, the very least of all saints, this grace giasn, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable
riches of Christ, and to bring to light what is the administratiortioé mystery which for ages has
been hidden in God who created all thifdsp that the manifold wisdom of God might now be
made known through the church to the rulers andtttieorities in the heavenpfaces

(Ephesians 3:8-10 NAU)

For by Him all things were creatdabpthin the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authest all things have been created through Him
and for Him. (Colossians 1:16 NAU)

When He had disarmed the rulers and authoritiesnbige a public display of them, having
triumphed over them through Him. (Colossians 2: F8J\

94
Westminster Theological College and Seminary—Ugandfin—February, 2011



Biblical Interpretation New Testament Epistles

Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you-thmtemoval of dirt from the flesh, but an
appeal to God for a good conscience-- througheherrection of Jesus Chri§twho is at the
right hand of God, having gone into heaven, aftgrets and authorities and powers had been
subjected to Him. (1 Peter 3:21-22 NAU)

Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authoritedve obedient, to be ready for every good
deed, (Titus 3:1 NAU)

Every person is to be in subjection to the govaym@iathorities. For there is no authority except
from God, and those which exist are establisheGbg. (Romans 13:1 NAU)

3. “image”

Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, atiogrto Our likeness; and let them rule
over the fish of the sea and over the birds oktyeand over the cattle and over all the earth, and
over every creeping thing that creeps on the ¢&ftBod created man in His own image, in the
image of God He created him; male and female Hatedethem. (Genesis 1:26-27 NAU)

For those whom He foreknew, He also predesttodzecomeonformed to the image of His Son,
so that He would be the firstborn among many begthfRomans 8:29 NAU)

Just as we have borne the image of the earthy,ilivalso bear the image of the heavenly. (1
Corinthians 15:49 NAU)

And just as we have borne the likeness of the lamhn, so shall we bear the likeness of the
man from heaven. (1 Corinthians 15:49 NIV)

Just as we have borne the image of the man of westhall also bear the image of the man of
heaven. (1 Corinthians 15:49 ESV)

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in @rar the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory to glgrgt as from the Lord, the Spirit. (2
Corinthians 3:18 NAU)

And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the d'srglory, are being transformed into his
likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comesfrthe Lord, who is the Spirit. (2 Corinthians
3:18 NIV)

And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glafythe Lord, are being transformed into the
same image from one degree of glory to anothertlisrcomes from the Lord who is the Spirit.
(2 Corinthians 3:18 ESV)

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled lmse who are perishintin whose case the god of
this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievsnghat they might not see the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the imageGafd. (2 Corinthians 4:3-4 NAU)

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstbofrall creation. (Colossians 1:15 NAU)

Do not lie to one another, since you laid asideafbeself with itsevil practices’°and have put on
the new self who is being renewed to a true knogéeatcording to the image of the One who
created him—'a renewalin which there is ndlistinction betweereek and Jew, circumcised
and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave se®hfan, but Christ is all, and in all.
(Colossians 3:9-11 NAU)
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that, in reference to your former manner of lifeyyay aside the old self, which is being
corrupted in accordance with the lusts of de&ind that you be renewed in the spirit of your
mind,?*and put on the new self, whichtime likeness dBod has been created in righteousness
and holiness of the truth. (Ephesians 4:22-24 NAU)

4. “firstborn”

"Then you shall say to Pharaoh, 'Thus says the LOREael is My son, My firstborrf>"So |
said to you, 'Let My son go that he may serve ldeat;you have refused to let him go. Behold, |
will Kill your son, your firstborn.™ (Exodus 4:223 NAU)

12:For I will go through the land of Egypt on thaght, and will strike down all the firstborn in
the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and agalhdte gods of Egypt | will execute
judgments—I am the LORD. (Exodus 12:11-12 NAU)

"Sanctify to Me every firstborn, the first offspgrof every womb among the sons of Israel, both
of man and beast; it belongs to Me." (Exodus 1322JIN

"But every first offspring of a donkey you shaltlem with a lamb, but if you do not redegm
then you shall break its neck; and every firstbmrman among your sons you shall rede¥m.
"And it shall be when your son asks you in timedme, saying, 'What is this?' then you shall say
to him, 'With a powerful hand the LORD brought ws of Egypt, from the house of slavetyIt
came about, when Pharaoh was stubborn about lesigg, that the LORD killed every firstborn
in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man dhe firstborn of beast. Therefore, | sacrifice to
the LORD the males, the first offspring of everymim but every firstborn of my sons | redeem.’
(Exodus 13:13-15 NAU)

"You shall not delayhe offering fronyour harvest and your vintage. The firstborn ofrysens
you shall give to Me. (Exodus 22:29 NAU)

"You shall redeem with a lamb the first offspringrh a donkey; and if you do not rede#nthen
you shall break its neck. You shall redeem allfifetborn of your sons. None shall appear before
Me empty-handed. (Exodus 34:20 NAU)

'However, a firstborn among animals, which asstbiorn belongs to the LORD, no man may
consecrate it; whether ox or sheep, it is the LCR[Leviticus 27:26 NAU)

"Now, behold, | have taken the Levites from amdmggons of Israel instead of every firstborn,
the first issue of the womb among the sons of IsB®the Levites shall be Min€"For all the
firstborn are Mine; on the day that | struck dovirttze firstborn in the land of Egypt, | sanctified
to Myself all the firstborn in Israel, from manleast. They shall be Mine; | am the LORD."
(Numbers 3:12-13 NAU)

"Thus you shall separate the Levites from amongtimes of Israel, and the Levites shall be Mine.
15*Then after that the Levites may go in to servetém of meeting. But you shall cleanse them
and present them as a wave offerifigpr they are wholly given to Me from among the sohs
Israel. | have taken them for Myself instead ofrgv@st issue of the womb, the firstborn of all
the sons of Israet’"For every firstborn among the sons of Israel im&liamong the men and
among the animals; on the day that | struck dowthalfirstborn in the land of Egypt | sanctified
them for Myself!®"But | have taken the Levites instead of evenyttiesn among the sons of
Israel. (Numbers 8:14-18 NAU)

96
Westminster Theological College and Seminary—Ugandfin—February, 2011



Biblical Interpretation New Testament Epistles

"If a man has two wives, the one loved and theratinéoved, andoththe loved and the unloved
have borne him sons, if the firstborn son belonghé unloved:®then it shall be in the day he
wills what he has to his sons, he cannot makedhe&the loved the firstborn before the son of
the unloved, who is the firstborl"But he shall acknowledge the firstborn, the sothef

unloved, by giving him a double portion of all theg has, for he is the beginning of his strength;
to him belongs the right of the firstborn. (Deutasmy 21:15-17 NAU)

For those whom He foreknew, He also predesttndiecomeonformed to the image of His Son,
so that He would be the firstborn among many begthfRomans 8:29 NAU)

to the general assembly and church of the firstldra are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the
Judge of all, and to the spirits thie righteous made perfect, (Hebrews 12:23 NAU)

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Goageu and peace, from Him who is and who
was and who is to come, and from the seven Spititsare before His throngand from Jesus
Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of tlead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To
Him who loves us and released us from our sinsikyblbod—(Revelation 1:4-5 NAU)

5. “*head” and “fullness”

Be imitators of me, just as | also am of Christow | praise you because you remember me in
everything and hold firmly to the traditions, jast | delivered them to yotBut | want you to
understand that Christ is the head of every mashtlamman is the head of a woman, and God is
the head of Christ Every man who hasomethingn his head while praying or prophesying
disgraces his heatBut every woman who has her head uncovered whilgimg or prophesying
disgraces her head, for she is one and the sathe a®man whose head is shaVdebr if a
woman does not cover her head, let her also havieairecut off; but if it is disgraceful for a
woman to have her hair cut off or her head shalegdher cover her heatiFor a man ought not to
have his head covered, since he is the image ang @i God; but the woman is the glory of man.
8 For man does not originate from woman, but womamfman? for indeed man was not created
for the woman's sake, but woman for the man's $&Kkerefore the woman ought to hae
symbol ofuthority on her head, because of the angetowever, in the Lord, neither is woman
independent of man, nor is man independent of woMBor as the woman originates from the
man, so also the mdras his birththrough the woman; and all things originate fromdGdJudge
for yourselves: is it proper for a woman to prayaodwith her headuncovered? (1 Corinthians
11:1-13 NAU)

And He put all things in subjection under His fesid gave Him as head over all things to the
church?which is His body, the fullness of Him who filld @ all. (Ephesians 1:22-23 NAU)

but speaking the truth in love, we are to growmpll aspectsnto Him who is the headven
Christ, (Ephesians 4:15 NAU)

For the husband is the head of the wife, as Calsstis the head of the church, He Him$eling
the Savior of the body. (Ephesians 5:23 NAU)

He is also head of the body, the church; and Heedeginning, the firstborn from the dead, so
that He Himself will come to have first place ineeything.**For it was thérather'sgood
pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, (Gs$ians 1:18-19 NAU)

For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bdglform,*°and in Him you have been made
complete, and He is the head over all rule andaaiiyt) (Colossians 2:9-10 NAU)
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Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize bygieing in self-abasement and the worship of
the angels, taking his stand wisionshe has seen, inflated without cause by his flestihd, *°
and not holding fast to the head, from whom thé&emiody, being supplied and held together by
the joints and ligaments, grows with a growth whigfrom God. (Colossians 2:18-19 NAU)

For of His fullness we have all received, and gngen grace. (John 1:16 NAU)

And He put all things in subjection under His fesid gave Him as head over all things to the
church?which is His body, the fullness of Him who filld @ all. (Ephesians 1:22-23 NAU)

and to know the love of Christ which surpasses Kadge, that you may be filled up to all the
fullness of God. (Ephesians 3:19 NAU)

And He gave somasapostles, and sonas prophets, and sonssevangelists, and sonaes
pastors and teachetéfor the equipping of the saints for the work ofisee, to the building up of
the body of Christ*until we all attain to the unity of the faith, anfithe knowledge of the Son
of God, to a mature man, to the measure of tharstathich belongs to the fullness of Christ.
(Ephesians 4:11-13 NAU)

E. Another Alternative Diagram of Col. 1: 15-20 (uriinished)
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(44) 15 He is the image of the invisible God, [a]
(45) thdirstborn of all creation. [b]
(46) ®For by Him [c]
all things were created, [d]
(47) bothir lhe keavens )
anan earth, g
(48) wsible g
andiwsible, f > [e]
(49) whether thrones h
or dominions h
or rulers h
or authorities— h )
(50) all things have been created [d]
(51) through Him and for Him. [c]
(52) *" He is before [a]
all things, [d]
(53) and in Him [c]
all things hold together. [d]
(54) BHe is also head of the body, the churckand [a]
(55) He is the beginning, [a]
thefirstborn from the dead, [b]
(56) so that
(57) He ?ﬁmyeﬁ[ will come to have [a]
first place [b]
in everything. [d]
(58) *°For it wasthe Father's good pleasure
=
(59) for all the fullness to dwell in Him, [a]
(60) ?and through Him [c]
to reconcile
all things to Himself, [b]
(61) having made peace through the blood of His cross; [b]
(62 through Him, | say,
[a]
(63) whethefto reconcile—impliedithings on earth
or things in heaven. [b]

Noticethe repetitions of words and parallels in Paulsuifht. The emphasis is clearly on Christ
as the Creator with God the Father and #iahings have been reconciled to God through
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Christ. Having made this point clear, Paul is prém his audience to put their confidence and
trust in Christ alone and not some further meartseofg right with God—according to the
Colossian heresy.

F. Alternative structure for Colossians 3: 12-13

(224) 12 So,
as those who have been chosen of God,
(225) holy and beloved, [a]
(226) put on a heart of compassion, kindness, [b]
(227) humility, gentleness and patience,;
(228) Ybearing with [b]
one another, [c]
(229) andforgiving [b]
each other, [c]
(230) whoever [a]
has a complaint against [b]
anyone; [c]
(231) sust asthe Lord forgave you, [a]
(232) so-also-
should you. [b]

The parallels ofa/ pertain to what the Lord has done for the ColossiaHe chose them, made
them holy and beloved, and forgave them. The pasailh [b] are all parallels oferbs which
have the offended Colossians as tkairjects Put on, bearing, forgiving, has a
complaint against, should (note the different script or letters). Most loése verbs are
in the form of commands. Those who have been dédrshould be willing to be patient and

forgiving toward other Colossian believevsdanother, each ofher) and unbelieversn(ayone). The
parallels of/¢/, as indicated, pertain to those who have offeradbdrs. They must be shown

patience and forgiveness. The words; those; Just aus, and so- also-point to the_reason
why those who are offended must be patient andvioig—because God was patient and
forgiving with them.

The contextual relationship, therefore, is thattoe@tment of other people (especially believers,
but also unbelievers) is based upon the way Godrbated us—with grace and mercy.

G. Alternative Diagram for Col. 2: 13-14

(144) When you were dead [a]

(145) in your transgressions [b]
(146) and the uncircumcision of your flesh, [b]
(147) He made you alive together with Him, [a]

(148) having forgiven us [c]

all our transgressions, [d]
(149) **having canceled out [c]

the certificate of debt [d]
(150) consisting of decrees against us, [e]
(151) which was hostile to us; [e]
(152) and He has taken it out of the way, [c]
(153) having nailed it to the cross. [c]
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H. Alternative Diagram of Col. 3: 12-17 using thendentation method.

(224) 12 So,as those who have been chosen of God,
(225) holy and beloved,

(226) PUT ON
a heart of compassion, kindness,
(227) humility, gentleness and patience;
(228) Ybearing with
_>
one another,
(229) and forgiving
? h oth
each other,
(230) whoever has a complaint
i @aimf anyone;
(231) just as the Lord forgave
4—
Yo,

232) so- also-should you [ forgive—implied
(232) dy ul gE plied] o
[anyane—lmplled].

14 :

(233) “Beyond all these things < Transitional statement
(234) PUT ON

love,

which is the perfect bond

of unity.
(235) WeT RULE
—  thepeaceofChrist — > in your hearts,
(236) to which indeed
You were called in one 60@;
(237) AND BE THANKFUL .
E——

(238) 9 g7 RICHLY DWELL

the word of Christ 5 within you,
(239) with all wisdom

feaching and admonishing
>
one another
(240) with psalms amagmymns amdspiritual songs,
(241) singing with thankfulness in your hearts fo God.
—>

(242) "Whatever you do in word or deed, Another transitional statement
(243) doall in the hame of the Lord Jesus, leading to Col. 3: 18—4: 1

(244) giving thanks through Him to God the Father.

I. Alternative Diagram for Col. 3: 18-21 using theindentation method.
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(245) 18 WIVES, [a]
be subject [b]
to your husbands, [c]
(246) as is fitting in the Lord, [d]
¢
(247) **HusBANDS, [a]
love [b]
your wives . . [c] [d] includes the
anaio not be empitteredagainst manner, reason,
(248) dl b b d [b]
them. [c] and purpose for
- the imperative
(249) *° CHILDREN , [a]
be obedient [b]
to your parents in all things,
(250) I@;ﬁi\' is we/ﬁ/;/ea_ri@ to the Lord,
(251) *'FATHERS, [a]
do not exasperate
your children,
(252) 50 that they will not lose heart.
:{;
(253) 22 SLAVES, [a]
in all things obey [b]
(254) those who are your masters on earth,
(255) not with external service,
(256) as those who mgmﬁp[we men,
(257) but with sincerity of heart,
(258) fearing the Lord,
(259) #*Whatevervou do, [a]
(260) do your work
5earﬁ[y,
(261) as for the Lord
(262) rather than for men,
(263) 24 Knawinz that from the Lord
(264) ou will receive the reward of the inheritance.
V)
(265) Yt is the Lord Christ whom you serve.
V)
(266) 25¢|:o>rﬁe who does wrong
(267) will receive the consequences
(268) of the wrong which he has done, )
(269) and that without parﬁaﬁ@.
(270) * MASTERS, [a]
grant [b]
to your slaves justice and fairness, [c]
(271) knowing that you too have a Master in heaven, [d]
g that y
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J. Alternate structure for Col. 4: 2-4

(272) 2 Devote yourselves to prayer, a
(273) keeping alert in it withn attitude othanksgiving; b
(274) 3praying at the same time for us as well, b
(275) that God c
will open up to us d
a door for the word, e
(276) so that we C
may speak forth d
the mystery of Christ, e
(277) for which | have also been imprisoned,; e
(278) “that | C
may make it clear d
in the way | ought to speak. e
K. Stylistic features of Rom. 8: 28-31.
And we know that God causes all things to work tthggr for good [Inclusion]
to those b
who love God, c
to those b
who are called according to His purpose. c
29 For those b
whom He foreknew, c
He also predestined d
Middle element of parallel to become conformed to the image of His Son,
so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; e
0 and these b
whom He predestined, c
He also called; d
and these b
whom He called, c
He also justified; d
and these b
whom He justified, c
He also glorified. d

What then shall we say to these things? If Godas fis, who is against us? [Inclusion]
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